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Lower Elwha Business Committee

ʔéʔɬx̣  aʔ nəxʷsƛ̕áy̕əm̕ — The Strong People 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass on
their way of life to their children.
The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live their values
and culture.
This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well being
and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cultural
heritage.
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Opening up the river brought back so many memories of when my Grandma and my Mom
would fish the Elwha River. - Steve (Joaquin) Robideau
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Washington State Supreme Court Traveling Court Program – 
Spring 2026 Olympic Peninsula Visit 

(By Diane Cabrera, Tribal Prosecutor)

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe helped host the
Washington State Supreme Court’s (WSSC)
Traveling Court Program during the WSSC’s
Spring 2026 visit to the Olympic Peninsula on
May 27 – 28.  The WSSC heard oral arguments at
Peninsula College on May 28th and met with PC
students and staff the day before.  Supreme Court
Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis paid a special visit
to the Lower Elwha Museum the morning of May
27th and spoke to community and tribal staff
attendees about her work on the Supreme Court as
well as her legal career in Tribal and State judicial
systems.  Justice Montoya-Lewis encouraged
involvement by indigenous youth to think about
careers in the legal field and to help shape justice
as they would like to it to be.  The local Clallam
County Bar Association in collaboration with the
Jefferson County Bar and the Washington Women
Lawyers-Olympic Peninsula Chapter held a
reception for the WSSC justices, staff, area
lawyers and judges, and elected leadership at the
Elwha Heritage Center the evening of May 27th.
Attendees were warmly greeted with traditional
Elwha drums and a song in honor of the event.
The reception also included a special tribute to 

remember Associate Justice Susan Owens who
retired from the WSSC in 2024 after 19 years of
service and who passed shortly after her
retirement.  Justice Owens started her legal and
judicial career on the Olympic Peninsula and
previously served as a judge for the Lower Elwha
Tribal Court.
Sincere gratitude to the Tribal Business
Committee who encouraged the Tribe’s
involvement in helping host the WSSC Traveling
Court Program and their individual attendance at
the various events.  Special recognition to Suz
Bennett for her excellent work in welcoming
Justice Montoya-Lewis for the community talk at
the Museum, Tonya Clark ED, Chrissi Ducotey at
the Heritage Center, Tribal Court staff, and the
LEPD for providing additional security during the
Museum visit.  The following links have
additional pictures of the WSSC visit:
2026 Traveling Court to Peninsula College |
Flickr
Traveling Court to Port Angeles 2026 | Flickr
A link to the WSSC Traveling Program for
additional information including future visits:
Washington State Courts - Supreme Court 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wacourts/albums/72177720334041767/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wacourts/albums/72177720334041767/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/laura-kali/albums/72177720333983738/
https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/SupremeCourt/?fa=supremecourt.travelingcourt
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Weekly Classes Are Back, Now at 1pm
Weekly technology and digital literacy classes are back and are now scheduled from 1-2pm on
remotely on Microsoft Teams or in the Library. If you are unable to attend at the scheduled time,
please reach out to Jason M at Jason.morris@elwha.org to schedule a session at a time which works
for you. Here is this month’s schedule: 

Oct. 7: Basic Computer Skills (NSDL9)
Oct. 14: Internet Basics (NSDL)
Oct. 21: Internet Safety for Parents
Oct. 28: Information Literacy in the Post-Truth Era: 

                     How to Tell Fact from Fake
Nov. 4: AI Literacy: How to Use Artificial Intelligence 

                     Responsibly and Avoid Being Fooled by It
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October is Banned Books Month in the Library
Here at the LEKT Library, we stand against censorship and for the rights of all people to read and
access information as they please under the First Amendment. That’s why each year we recognize
Banned Books Month to bring attention to the increasing problem of book challenges and censorship
throughout the US. The American Library Association (ALA) keeps track of book bans annually, and
for 2025, ALA tracked 4,235 unique titles which were challenged, 40% of which included the lived
experience of LGBTQIA+ people and people of color. By reading banned books, we push back against
those who wish to silence opposing viewpoints and continue the fight to ensure that everyone has free
access to the information they want and need. Here are a few of the top 11 banned books from 2025
which you can find in the LEKT Library:

Sold by Patricia McCormick
The Perks of Being a Wallflower flower by Stephen Chbosky
Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
Last Night at the Telegraph Club by Malinda Lo
Looking for Alaska by John Green

Lower Elwha Library

For more information,
For more information,  

come into the Library or go to

come into the Library or go to  

ala.org/bbooks
ala.org/bbooks

For more information, 

come into the Library or go to 

ala.org/bbooks

mailto:Jason.morris@elwha.org
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Jarison Moses and Jaxon Williams identify fossils from the
Burke Box Fossils Box from the Burke Museum which was in
the Library in August. They are looking at a cast of fossilized
lizard tracks, while a fossil mastodon tooth and fossil
megalodon tooth appear in the foreground.
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Home Maintenance Tasks for October
October is the ideal month to prepare your home
for cold weather and winter safety; this includes
fire safety. Check out this checklist for tasks that
will help you keep your home in a safe, clean
condition. 

Exterior Maintenance
• Clean gutters and downspouts: Remove
fallen leaves and debris to prevent ice dams and
water damage. Make sure the gutters are in good
shape and connected securely to the fascia boards,
so rain flows directly into the gutter. (See Below
for More Info)
• Inspect home’s exterior and roof: Check for
peeling paint, staining or wood rot on the siding.
Examine the roof for loose or missing shingles.
Repair the roof before it begins to leak during a
storm.
• Winterize outdoor faucets: Turn off the
outdoor water supply, drain garden hoses, and
store them away.
• Store outdoor furniture: Clean and cover
patio furniture or move it into a shed or garage.
• Inspect the roof and trees: Check for loose or
missing shingles and trim weak branches that
could break under ice, snow or windstorm.
Interior and Safety Tasks
• Service your heating system: Replace the
furnace filter, clean the vents and air ducts, and
schedule an annual HVAC inspection. An HVAC
company will do routine maintenance which will
improve energy efficiency and cut down on dust
that contributes to allergies.
• If you have a fireplace or woodstove: Have
your fireplace/woodstove and chimney inspected
and cleaned before you start using it. A
professional can inspect for cracks, damage, soot
buildup and compromised flash seal. 

·Test safety devices: Test smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors, replace their batteries, and
check your fire extinguishers.
·Clean the dryer vent: Vacuum out built-up lint
from the dryer duct to reduce fire hazards. 
·Seal air leaks: Add weatherstripping or door
sweeps to doors, and caulk drafty windows
between the frame and siding.
·Countertops: Seal darker surfaces once a year
and lighter surfaces every six months. 
·Refrigerator Deep Clean: Clean inside and out.
If you have an ice maker, dump the ice and clean
the tray. Check the water filter and change it if
necessary. Pull the refrigerator out and clean the
cooling coils and back of the refrigerator.

It’s also a good time to winterize your garden,
clean out annuals, apply mulch, and give the lawn
one last mow. Be sure to leave some plants and
leaves for the birds, bees, butterflies and
beneficial bugs; they lay eggs in the flower stems
and under leaves, and seeds feed the birds. Clean
and store lawn equipment.
Turn your attention indoors to declutter and deep
clean. If you have a ceiling fan, reverse the motor
so they operate in the clockwise direction, they
force warm air that collects near the ceiling down
into the living space. Vacuum baseboard heaters
and heating grates. Deep clean the dishwasher
(check the filter), stove, oven/range, microwave,
washer and dryer. Pull out the stove and clean the
floor and wall. Check the range hood filter and
clean or change as needed. Wash your draperies,
dust your blinds, wash windows inside and out.
Flip and/or rotate your mattress. Check your
plumbing for any leaks or slow drains. Check your
water heater and flush any buildup at the bottom
following the manufacturer’s instructions 



Happy 10th Birthday Violet! 
Your family loves you so much.

Have a magical day ❤
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(and after turning off electricity or gas). 

How to Clean Your Gutters
It is essential to check your gutters and
downspouts to clean out debris and complete
maintenance tasks. Skip the chore, and you’re
asking for problems that include failing gutters,
roof leaks, wood rot and mildew, staining of
exterior siding, flooding and a cracked
foundation. You’ll want to make sure that water
isn’t flowing down behind the gutters or pooling
anywhere near the foundation or driveway.
• Check the weather forecast. It’s easier to clean
the gutters if the debris is dry and it’s safer to
clean when it’s not windy or raining. Have a
partner to spot you while you are on the ladder.
• Tools for the task: Gather the tools you will
need before you begin – sturdy ladder, tarp,
bucket wit S-hooks, handled plastic bags, safety
glasses, waterproof work gloves, trowel or
handled scoop, garden hose with spray nozzle,
screwdriver to remove and reattach downspout if
necessary, plumber’s snake for downspout clogs.
• If you are unsure about anything, hire a
professional. Use the tarp to protect plants
below. Make sure you have a sturdy ladder
planted firmly on level ground; don’t climb
above the second-to-last step. Put tools in the 

bucket to carry them up the ladder (not in your
pockets, you don’t want to end up on the wrong side
of a screwdriver). Wear sturdy shoes. Use safety
glasses to protect your eyes from loose debris. Avoid
any power lines that may be nearby. 
• Start near a downspout and work your way around
the house. Clear large debris with your gloved hands
and use the trowel to remove any remaining dirt and
small debris. Dump it into the bucket or handled
plastic bag. As you are cleaning the gutters, check
for any loose connections and tighten the gutters
securely to the fascia. When you’ve cleared the
debris, use a hose to do the final cleaning of the
gutters with a strong spray.
• Check the downspout strainer, located at the top
of the spout, for clogs and rinse off. If a clogged
downspout is the problem, you’ll have to work from
the bottom of the spout at ground level. You can use
the plumber’s snake tool to dislodge the blockage or
use the hose with a strong spray. Reattach after the
spout is cleared of any clogs. The next time it rains,
go out and check to make sure the downspouts are
flowing, and water is not running between the
gutters and fascia or over the top of the gutters.
Gutters are like anything else; you’ve got to
maintain them and keep them clean. 

The family of Oliver Martinez
would like to invite you to write
to him in Marine boot camp! 
Graduation is November 22 , so
please send all correspondence
by mid November.

nd

We are all so proud of you,
Oliver!

Private Martinez, Oliver
2  RTBN HOTEL COnd

PLT 2169
37003 MIDWAY AVE
San Diego, CA 92140-5540
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Planning Department – What does a Grant Writer do?
The Planning Department has three employees: a
Planning Director, and two Grant Writers.
 

The Planning Director
Arlene Wheeler leads the Planning department
and directs strategies for grant search, application,
and pre-grant management. She manages the staff,
assigns projects, and prepares departmental
budgets. She also participates in numerous aspects
of the grant cycle. Arlene communicates with
Tribal leadership to receive directives related to
the Tribe’s Strategic Plan, and she advises them
regarding the funding environment, application
requirements and project statuses. The position
requires deep knowledge of the Tribe’s history,
culture and community goals, as well as a knack
for strategic thinking.

The Grant Writers
Delsen Lauderback and Cathy Cooke research
funding sources, write persuasive project
proposals, and submit applications to secure
financial support from governments, foundations,
or corporations for Tribal government
departments. They scan databases and foundation
websites to find grants that match the Tribe’s
specific mission and goals. They also work
directly with departments to ensure staff
understand application requirements, help write
grant narratives and project plans, and create
budgets that connect costs to expected results. If a
department writes their own grant application, the
grant writing team often provides a review and
suggests edits to their documents. Collaboration is
a core part of the role. The grant writers
coordinate with Department Directors, Finance,
Legal, Administration and Council to gather
application approvals, data, financial reports, and

required documents. They work on several
projects and grant applications at the same time,
tracking deadlines and multiple submissions.
Once a grant is secured, they work alongside the
awarded departments and the Finance team to
officially receive and set up the funding.

What are grants?
A grant is a financial award to support a person,
organization, project or program. Unlike a loan, it
does not need to be paid back. It is intended to
achieve a specific department goal or community
milestone. The Tribe uses grants to complete
projects, run programs, and provide services. 

Do you want to be a grant writer? 
The skills required are generally obtained through
higher education and practical experience in
similar fields. To excel, Grant writers must have
strong written communications, excellent reading
comprehension and exceptional research skills.
They must also be highly organized, with acute
attention to details and strict compliance with
instructions. 
A grant writer’s job is both creative and
operational. They must be able to tell a
compelling story while remaining grounded in
facts, budgets, and documentation.

Key Responsibilities & Skills:
Researching Opportunities: A grant writer
focuses heavily on finding the right funding
sources to match a project, as not every grant
is a fit. They evaluate requirements,
eligibility, deadlines, and mission alignment
before investing time into an application.
Data Gathering & Proposal Writing:
Writers gather program data to support each
proposal. Many applications require detailed
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Managing Submissions: Applications have
strict formatting rules, word counts, and
submission requirements—and minor errors
can disqualify a proposal. Because of this,
drafts go through several rounds of reviews
and edits. The final package typically
includes a project narrative, a detailed
budget, supporting materials, and letters of
support.
Time Management: Grant writing demands
strong time management. Writers must
handle multiple applications and deadlines
simultaneously, each requiring different
forms, supporting documents, and approval
processes.
Basic Financial Literacy: You don’t need to
be an accountant, but you must understand
how staffing costs, program materials, and
operating expenses connect to project
outcomes.
Technical Adaptability: Grant writers need to
comfortably navigate different online
application portals and software systems
required by various funders.
Interpersonal Skills: Strong relationship skills
are essential for collaborating with internal
program staff to gather accurate information,
as well as communicating with funders to
maintain positive relationships.

How to Become a Grant Writer
If you are a Tribal member or current employee
interested in a career in grant writing, the
Planning Department encourages you to start 
building your foundation. First, consider earning
a relevant degree or certification. Helpful fields of
study include writing, English, communications,
project management, business or marketing. Or
you can learn the grant writing process and build
budgeting and planning knowledge through
professional training programs. For example,
Peninsula College offers grant writing instruction,
and the NAFOA Institute (Native American
Finance Officers Association) offers an excellent
grant management course focused on Tribal
organizations. Additionally, the University of
Washington offers an online 11-week grant
writing course alongside a broader Certificate in
Grant Writing, Management & Nonprofit Finance
that covers research, storytelling, and budgeting.
For interactive learning, the Washington State
Department of Commerce runs the Federal Funds
Grant Writing Assistance Program (FFGWAP),
which provides in-person and virtual workshops,
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-
funding/ffgwap. You can also find free
educational resources on www.grants.gov under
the “Learn Grants” menu option. Finally, gain
hands-on experience through internships,
volunteer roles, or entry-level positions.
Developing your storytelling abilities, sharpening
your budget skills, and volunteering to review
departmental proposals are excellent ways to gain
practical experience. While grant writing jobs
vary widely in pay and scope, the field offers
long-term stability because organizations will
always need to secure project funding.

reporting on staffing, program needs, costs,
and outcomes. The final proposals must be
clear, persuasive, and tailored to each
funder’s specific guidelines.

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-funding/ffgwap
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-funding/ffgwap
http://www.grants.gov/
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Dear Readers,

With heartfelt appreciation to Honorable
Business Committee: Melissa Gilman,
Chairwoman and Frances Charles, Council,
attorney Diane Cabrera, and myself for a great
representation at the 21st DOJOVW- Tribal
Affairs Division Government-Government Tribal
Consultation in Tulalip, WA September 9-11,
2026.  Both our Business Committee members
provided oral testimony.  This consultation was
significant because the federal government
solicited recommendations from Tribes about
“Administering Tribal funds and programs;
enhancing the safety of Indian women from
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault, homicide, stalking, and sex trafficking;
strengthening the federal response to such
crimes; and improving access to local, regional
state, and federal crime information databases
and criminal justice information systems.”
National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center.  

This year National Domestic Violence
Awareness theme is “With Survivors, Always”
SAVE the DATE: October 22nd, 2026, “With
Survivors, Always” Domestic Violence
Awareness Walk from Elwha Heritage Center to
Elwha Museum.  
Activities: 2:45 PM Poster making; 3:15 PM
Blessings and Shawl Ceremony; 3:30 PM Walk
to Elwha Museum; 4:00 PM short film in the
Museum; 4:30 PM Walk back to Heritage
Center; 5:00 PM Dinner, Debriefing, and
Questions/Answers; 6:00 PM Closing
We are grateful to our Elwha Heritage Center
and Elwha Museum staff, collaborators and
partners, and our grant funder.

Respectfully, LEFA

“This project was supported by Grant No. 15JOVW-25-GG-00253-
TRIB awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S.
Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of
the U.S. Department of Justice." OVW
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October 2026

Dear Tribal and Community Members,
I hope this letter finds you well. Our Shaker
Church continues to remain active in service to the
Lord—blessing gatherings, homes, and tribal
buildings. Our hearts and prayers are with all of
the families who have lost loved ones. We pray
that God brings you comfort, strength, and peace
during this time.

The Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church will
continue to provide prayers and spiritual support
to each and every one of you.
Our church officers, who are licensed and
authorized to conduct Shaker work and blessings
within the Lower Elwha Tribal Community, are
listed below for your reference:

Our church officers, who are licensed and
authorized to conduct Shaker work and blessings
within the Lower Elwha Tribal Community, are
listed below for your reference:
Minister: Jonathan Arakawa
Cell: (360) 565-6957
Email: jonathan_arakawa@outlook.com

1st Elder & Secretary/Treasurer: Johanna
Bowechop
Cell: (360) 460-9283
Our Shaker Church is here to serve our
community. 
We offer support and assistance with the
following services:

• Funerals 
• Baptisms 
• Weddings 
• Hospital and home visits for prayer 
• Home shakes and blessings 
• Blessings of buildings, grounds, and more
• Opening prayers for gatherings and meetings 

Please feel free to contact our church officers for
any spiritual support you may need. It is both a
blessing and an honor to serve God and our
people.

May God bless you and your families. Masi.
Love & Prayers,
Jonathan J. Arakawa
Minister, Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker
Church
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe
2851 Lower Elwha Rd
Port Angeles, WA 98363

Tribal Holiday Closure

October 12  - Indigenous People’s Dayth
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	Home Maintenance Tasks for October
	October is the ideal month to prepare your home for cold weather and winter safety; this includes fire safety. Check out this checklist for tasks that will help you keep your home in a safe, clean condition.
	Exterior Maintenance
	•	Clean gutters and downspouts: Remove fallen leaves and debris to prevent ice dams and water damage. Make sure the gutters are in good shape and connected securely to the fascia boards, so rain flows directly into the gutter. (See Below for More Info)
	•	Inspect home’s exterior and roof: Check for peeling paint, staining or wood rot on the siding. Examine the roof for loose or missing shingles. Repair the roof before it begins to leak during a storm.
	•	Winterize outdoor faucets: Turn off the outdoor water supply, drain garden hoses, and store them away.
	•	Store outdoor furniture: Clean and cover patio furniture or move it into a shed or garage.
	•	Inspect the roof and trees: Check for loose or missing shingles and trim weak branches that could break under ice, snow or windstorm.

	Interior and Safety Tasks
	•	Service your heating system: Replace the furnace filter, clean the vents and air ducts, and schedule an annual HVAC inspection. An HVAC company will do routine maintenance which will improve energy efficiency and cut down on dust that contributes to allergies.
	•	If you have a fireplace or woodstove: Have your fireplace/woodstove and chimney inspected and cleaned before you start using it. A professional can inspect for cracks, damage, soot buildup and compromised flash seal.
	·Test safety devices: Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, replace their batteries, and check your fire extinguishers.
	·Countertops: Seal darker surfaces once a year and lighter surfaces every six months.
	·Refrigerator Deep Clean: Clean inside and out. If you have an ice maker, dump the ice and clean the tray. Check the water filter and change it if necessary. Pull the refrigerator out and clean the cooling coils and back of the refrigerator.
	It’s also a good time to winterize your garden, clean out annuals, apply mulch, and give the lawn one last mow. Be sure to leave some plants and leaves for the birds, bees, butterflies and beneficial bugs; they lay eggs in the flower stems and under leaves, and seeds feed the birds. Clean and store lawn equipment.
	Turn your attention indoors to declutter and deep clean. If you have a ceiling fan, reverse the motor so they operate in the clockwise direction, they force warm air that collects near the ceiling down into the living space. Vacuum baseboard heaters and heating grates. Deep clean the dishwasher (check the filter), stove, oven/range, microwave, washer and dryer. Pull out the stove and clean the floor and wall. Check the range hood filter and clean or change as needed. Wash your draperies, dust your blinds, wash windows inside and out. Flip and/or rotate your mattress. Check your plumbing for any leaks or slow drains. Check your water heater and flush any buildup at the bottom following the manufacturer’s instructions

	How to Clean Your Gutters

	PLT 2169
	37003 MIDWAY AVE
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	reporting on staffing, program needs, costs, and outcomes. The final proposals must be clear, persuasive, and tailored to each funder’s specific guidelines.
	Managing Submissions: Applications have strict formatting rules, word counts, and submission requirements—and minor errors can disqualify a proposal. Because of this, drafts go through several rounds of reviews and edits. The final package typically includes a project narrative, a detailed budget, supporting materials, and letters of support.
	Time Management: Grant writing demands strong time management. Writers must handle multiple applications and deadlines simultaneously, each requiring different forms, supporting documents, and approval processes.
	Basic Financial Literacy: You don’t need to be an accountant, but you must understand how staffing costs, program materials, and operating expenses connect to project outcomes.
	Technical Adaptability: Grant writers need to comfortably navigate different online application portals and software systems required by various funders.
	Interpersonal Skills: Strong relationship skills are essential for collaborating with internal program staff to gather accurate information, as well as communicating with funders to maintain positive relationships.

	How to Become a Grant Writer
	a relevant degree or certification. Helpful fields of study include writing, English, communications, project management, business or marketing. Or you can learn the grant writing process and build budgeting and planning knowledge through professional training programs. For example, Peninsula College offers grant writing instruction, and the NAFOA Institute (Native American Finance Officers Association) offers an excellent grant management course focused on Tribal organizations. Additionally, the University of Washington offers an online 11-week grant writing course alongside a broader Certificate in Grant Writing, Management & Nonprofit Finance that covers research, storytelling, and budgeting. For interactive learning, the Washington State Department of Commerce runs the Federal Funds Grant Writing Assistance Program (FFGWAP), which provides in-person and virtual workshops, https://www.commerce.wa.gov/federal-energy-funding/ffgwap. You can also find free educational resources on www.grants.gov under the “Learn Grants” menu option. Finally, gain hands-on experience through internships, volunteer roles, or entry-level positions. Developing your storytelling abilities, sharpening your budget skills, and volunteering to review departmental proposals are excellent ways to gain practical experience. While grant writing jobs vary widely in pay and scope, the field offers long-term stability because organizations will always need to secure project funding.
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	Dear Readers,
	With heartfelt appreciation to Honorable Business Committee: Melissa Gilman, Chairwoman and Frances Charles, Council, attorney Diane Cabrera, and myself for a great representation at the 21st DOJOVW- Tribal Affairs Division Government-Government Tribal Consultation in Tulalip, WA September 9-11, 2026.  Both our Business Committee members provided oral testimony.  This consultation was significant because the federal government solicited recommendations from Tribes about “Administering Tribal funds and programs; enhancing the safety of Indian women from domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, homicide, stalking, and sex trafficking; strengthening the federal response to such crimes; and improving access to local, regional state, and federal crime information databases and criminal justice information systems.” National Indigenous Women’s Resource Center.

	This year National Domestic Violence Awareness theme is “With Survivors, Always”
	SAVE the DATE: October 22nd, 2026, “With Survivors, Always” Domestic Violence Awareness Walk from Elwha Heritage Center to Elwha Museum.
	Activities: 2:45 PM Poster making; 3:15 PM Blessings and Shawl Ceremony; 3:30 PM Walk to Elwha Museum; 4:00 PM short film in the Museum; 4:30 PM Walk back to Heritage Center; 5:00 PM Dinner, Debriefing, and Questions/Answers; 6:00 PM Closing
	We are grateful to our Elwha Heritage Center and Elwha Museum staff, collaborators and partners, and our grant funder.

	Respectfully, LEFA
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	October 2026
	Dear Tribal and Community Members,
	I hope this letter finds you well. Our Shaker Church continues to remain active in service to the Lord—blessing gatherings, homes, and tribal buildings. Our hearts and prayers are with all of the families who have lost loved ones. We pray that God brings you comfort, strength, and peace during this time.
	The Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church will continue to provide prayers and spiritual support to each and every one of you.
	Our church officers, who are licensed and authorized to conduct Shaker work and blessings within the Lower Elwha Tribal Community, are listed below for your reference:
	Our church officers, who are licensed and authorized to conduct Shaker work and blessings within the Lower Elwha Tribal Community, are listed below for your reference:
	Minister: Jonathan Arakawa
	Our Shaker Church is here to serve our community.

	We offer support and assistance with the following services:
	•	Funerals
	•	Baptisms
	•	Weddings
	•	Hospital and home visits for prayer
	•	Home shakes and blessings
	•	Blessings of buildings, grounds, and more
	•	Opening prayers for gatherings and meetings
	Please feel free to contact our church officers for any spiritual support you may need. It is both a blessing and an honor to serve God and our people.
	May God bless you and your families. Masi.
	Love & Prayers,

	Jonathan J. Arakawa
	Minister, Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church
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	Tribal Holiday Closure


