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Your kind and thoughtful expression of  
sympathy is deeply appreciated and gratefully 
acknowledged.  
 
On behalf of our families and my late husband 
Jerry, we want to thank everyone who provided 
support, prayers and thoughts during our  loss. 
To the tribes who donated food to the funeral. 
The Elwha tribal clinic staff, hospice staff, and 
his doctors. He appreciated them all.  
To the delegates who wrote letters; Senator  
Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell. To our Good 
friend and retired Congressman Derek Kilmer. 
 
There were many who had provided food,  and 
flowers to our home during our grieving. Thank 
you to the Jamestown Tribe and the Port of P.A. 
for your donations toward dinner. Those who 
guided in the arrangements of the funeral  
service, the outside agencies & tribes who had 
provided food and flowers, and the Veterans 
graciously honored Jerry at the tribal center and 
a remarkable grave site service.  Our families 
are so grateful for the support you all provided 
to make it a beautiful day for Jerry's next jour-
ney. We ask you keep us and our tribal commu-
nities in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Thank You, 
Frances and all of our families.  

Thank You From Frances Charles & Family 
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Back Row: 
Tia Skerbeck, Secretary/Treasurer 
Steve Robideau, Vice-Chairman 
 
Front Row: 
Melissa Gilman, Chairwoman 
Frances Charles, Council Member 
Russell Hepfer, Council Member 
 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA 98363 
Phone: (360) 452-8471 
Fax: (360) 452-8479 

 

ʔéʔɬx ̣̫ aʔ nəxʷsƛ̕áyə̕m̕   —  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 

When we were at the village of Pysht working on the logging, the logging jobs ended. And there 
was no more work there again. And so we left our homes and moved to Port Angeles. 

Then the logging bosses tore down our houses. Our houses were torn down and burned to nothing 
left of the Indians homes. Everything, our belongings that were inside the houses, everything that 
was inside and didn’t get taken out, that wasn’t brought to Port Angeles. All our belongings, water 
buckets, beds, dishes, everything we owned. Our belongings and everything inside was torn down 
by the bulldozer. Everything we owned. 

We weren’t told by the logging bosses about our houses being torn down. It was their own idea. 
We didn’t know what they were going to do. That’s the way it is. We Indians have been treated 
badly by the white men. 
Pysht was a very nice Indian village. That was our home. It was where we were from. It was our 
land. And it was taken away by the white men, evil white men. 

The Destruction of the Klallam Village at Pysht During the 1930’s 
As told by Ed Sampson, 1992 
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Frances, and all of Jerry’s family and friends — 

I’m so sorry I can’t be with you today, but I 
couldn’t let this day pass without saying what 
Jerry meant to me. 

Jerry was a good and kind man. He was the kind 
of person who made the people around him bet-
ter, and who spent his life looking out for others, 
especially those who served this country. 

I want to tell you one story. 

Some years ago, we held a pinning ceremony in 
Port Angeles to honor Vietnam veterans — men 
and women who came home decades ago and, 
too often, never heard the words “thank you.” 
Jerry was my partner in that. He spread the word. 
He made sure people showed up. And when the 
day came, I had the honor of pinning him — and 
pinning every veteran he brought with him. 

That was Jerry. He didn’t just show up for him-
self. He brought people with him, and he made 
sure no one got left out. 

It’s the thing I loved most about Jerry and 
Frances. They were a package deal. I’d text 

Frances to ask how she was doing, and she’d an-
swer about Jerry too. They traveled together. 
They cared about people together. They showed 
the rest of us how it’s meant to be done … side 
by side, with the people we love. 

That’s a model for all of us. Show up. Bring 
your people. Care, together. 

There’s a proverb that says: “When a soul dies, 
the winds blow. The greater the soul, the greater 
the winds.” 

Having gotten to know Jerry over the years, I am 
sure of one thing: there are going to be strong 
winds in Port Angeles for a very long time to 
come. 

Frances — my heart is with you and your whole 
family. Jerry was loved and he will really be 
missed. 

 

- Derek Kilmer, Good Friend & Retired Con-
gressman, WA 6th District 
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Jerry Charles was born November 8, 1954 in 
Seattle. His father was George Charles and his 
mother was Bernice Anderson.  

Growing up in Seattle was a fun and challeng-
ing life for Jerry. He had many friends. They 
would meet up in downtown Seattle and have 
fun walking around looking. The best place to 
spend time was the Seattle Center. Until every-
one had to take a bus home before it got too dark 
or late.  

He grew up on the north side of downtown, 
and on the south side, attending various schools. 
He eventually got sent to Chemawa Indian 
School in Salem, Oregon, where he met many 
new friends.  

Upon graduating high school he joined the Ar-
my where he served for 20 years.  

He had a family and kids, divorced and sepa-
rated from his kids. Jerry then returned home to 
continue his next chapter in his life.  

Jerry and Gator’s heart connected once again. 
Jerry became the Tribal Veterans Representative 
for the tribe and advocated for all veterans, 
fighting for their benefits and rights. He joined 
most of the veterans’ organizations and helped 
make a difference in their community. 

He was also very active in his culture, becom-
ing a dancer in the Big House at Esquimalt, and 
serving as an elder in Canoe Journeys.  

Jerry attended many colleges and achieved his 
PhD. He always advocated that everyone should 

serve in the armed forces for at least two years 
and take some martial arts.  

Jerry cannot say how much he loved his chil-
dren: daughters Jaylee, Tanya, Alexis, and Krys-
tal, son Joshua, step children Ashley and Mi-
chael. Cannot forget the grand kids - Maurice, 
Sahnai – 25 grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren in all. And don’t forget the many nieces and 
nephews…you know who you are! 

But most important was his wife, the one who 
knew him well, everything about his crazy life. 
He was totally fulfilled with her in his life. 
 
God speed, my dear wife.  

Jerry’s Biography…written by Jerry Charles 
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LEKT Library Summer Reading Program 

If your child hasn’t started reading for this 
year’s Summer Reading Program (SRP), it’s not 
too late! The SRP runs through Sept. 2nd and 
we’ve got cool prizes weekly (Mondays at 3pm 
in the Library) for kids who read, including 
Legos, art supplies, STEM kits, a dinosaur terrar-
ium, and more. The grand prize, which will be 
awarded on the 2nd at 3pm in the Library, is a 
pair of Anker wireless noise-canceling head-
phones. Other grand prizes include a large art 
supply kit, a giant 24” Squishmallow, and a Lego 
Star Wars X-Wing. This year’s theme is Unearth 
a Story, which centers on dinosaurs, fossils, and 
paleontology. Here are some of the amazing 
books you can find here in the Library about di-
nosaurs, fossils, and paleontology:  

 

Speaking of fossils… 

Burke Box Fossils Box Is Coming to the Library! 

We are very excited to announce that for the 
week of Aug. 24th-28th, we will have the Burke 
Box Fossils box here in the Library! This comes 
courtesy of the Burke Museum of Natural Histo-
ry and Culture, and contains an assortment of 
items related to fossils and paleontology, includ-

ing real fossils. Some of the fossils which you 
will be able to check out (and touch!) include a 
mammoth tooth, a fish fossil, and a coprolite, 
among many others. What’s a coprolite? You’ll 
just have to come to the Library and find out! 
(Hint: it’s gross!) The Fossils Box will be availa-
ble all week, and we will be doing an interactive 
program for all ages on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Aug. 25th and 26th, both at 1-2pm here in 
the Library. We hope you’ll join us!  
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Library 
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Greetings everyone! 

 The LEFA – Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
staff wanted to thank all of you planning 
team, participants, supporters, sponsors and 
partners: OVW grant, City of Port Angeles 
Park, Goodwill/Rite Aid, Elwha clinic/KC, 
Natural Resources, Social Services, and more, 
for making the LGBTQ+ Two-Spirit aware-
ness walk a success.  
Thank you for the opportunity to be with the 
Native Youth Leadership & Prevention 
Summit 2026, hosted by the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe. We were making salmon/fish 
net. 
On-going event: “LGBTQ+ Youth Group” 
every Friday, June 26th – September 25, 2026, 
from 3:00 pm to 4:00 PM at Lower Elwha 
Social Services Conference Room, Snacks 
will be provided.    
You matter!  From the book, “Healing Your 
Emotional Self” by Beverly Engel, “Unless 
you are willing to acknowledge and feel your 
pain at being emotionally abused, you will 
find it difficult to experience compassion for 
yourself or others.… Remember, self-
compassion is a direct antidote to the judge’s 
poison. ----Call up your nurturing inner voice 
and talk to yourself with compassion and un-
derstanding whenever you are being self-
critical or powerless.” pg.217.  LEFA has 
several self-help books like this one that are 
available for you to borrow, if you are inter-
ested.  
Grateful to our grant funder: “This project was supported by 
Grant No. 15JOVW22GG03388TRIB awarded by the Office on 
Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opin-
ions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in 
this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of 
Justice." OVW 
Respectfully, LEFA 



Elwha News  l  www.elwha.org                 August 2025   l   Page 20 

The Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe proudly 
celebrates the accomplishments of Zelby 
Rae Gloria, who recently graduated from 
Central Washington University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Film. 

 
Zelby, 21, is an 
enrolled mem-
ber of the 
Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe 
and also has 
strong family 
ties to both the 
Tlingit and 
Jamestown 
S'Klallam 

communities. She is the daughter of La-
Trisha Suggs (Kardonsky-Cook) and 
Raymond Gloria of the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe. Her grandparents are The-
resa (Kardonsky-Cook) and Lloyd Leh-
man, and the late Nellie (Sullivan) Gloria 
and Kasko Gloria. 
 
A graduate of Port Angeles High School, 
Zelby began her higher education journey 
at Peninsula College, where she earned 
her Associate of Arts degree before trans-
ferring to Central Washington University 
to pursue her passion for filmmaking and 
screenwriting. 
 
Throughout her educational journey, Zel-
by remained dedicated to her academic 
goals while giving back to her community. 
She served as a Youth Representative for 
the Port Angeles Education Foundation, 
demonstrating her commitment to sup-
porting education and youth leadership. 

Zelby's success was made possible 
through her determination, hard work, and 
the support of numerous scholarship pro-
grams. She extends her sincere gratitude 
to the organizations and foundations that 
invested in her educational journey: 
• Peninsula College Longhouse Scholar-
ship 
• William Bissell Scholarship 
• Native Vision Scholarship 
• Minton Scholarship 
• Adeline Smith Memorial Klallam Lan-
guage Scholarship 
• Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Higher Ed-
ucation Program 
• Koniag Education Scholarship 
American Indian Endowed Scholarship 
 
With a bachelor's degree now in hand, 
Zelby looks forward to pursuing a career 
in the film industry, where she hopes to 
combine her passion for storytelling and 
screenwriting with creative filmmaking. 
Her achievements serve as an inspiration 
to other Native students, demonstrating 
that dedication, perseverance, and com-
munity support can open doors to exciting 
opportunities. 
 
Congratulations, 
Zelby, on this out-
standing accom-
plishment! Your 
Tribal families are 
proud of you and 
wish you contin-
ued success as 
you begin the next 
chapter of your 
journey. 

Graduation Announcement: Zelby Rae Gloria Earns Bachelor's Degree in Film  
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Elections Committee 
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 




