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Canoe Landing Speech 
siʔám̕ sčáyʔəʔčaɬ 

Honored friends and relatives 

______________ cə nəsná 

My name is ______________ 

Čʔéʔɬx ̣̫ a nəxʷsƛ̕áyə̕m st 

We are Klallam from Elwha  

šaʔšúʔɬ st ʔaʔ či  stáčiɬ  ʔaʔ tiə ʔən̕ščtə́ŋɬən 

We’re glad we arrived on your land 

sƛ̕é či st̕ánɬ kʷa ʔanətúŋɬ 

We’d like to come ashore if you will allow us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canoe Welcoming Speech 

siʔsiʔám̕ sčə́yaʔčaʔɬ ʔiʔ ʔəsʔiʔáyəxʷ 

Honored friends, relatives and elders 

mán̕ kʷu ʔə́y ̕ʔaʔ či k̕ʷənnúŋəɬ 

It’s very good to see you 

______________ cə nəsnaʔ 

My name is ______________ 

čʔéʔɬx ̣̫ aʔ Nəxʷsƛ̕áyə̕m cn 

I am Klallam from Elwha 

mán̕ kʷu ʔə́y ̕ʔaʔ či ʔən̕stáči ʔaʔ tiə ʔéʔɬx ̣̫ aʔ 

It’s very good that you’ve arrived here at Elwha 

ʔənʔá kʷi  ʔíɬən, t ̕íyəm ʔiʔ ʔáyə̕s hay 

Come to eat, sing and be happy! 

ʔənʔá či t̕an 

Come Ashore 

Listen on YouTube. 

Use QR Code for link or visit: 

www.youtube.com/KlallamLanaguage 

CANOE JOURNEY SPEECHES 
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ʔéʔɬx ̣̫ aʔ nəxʷsƛ̕áyə̕m̕   —  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 

The oldest known ancestor from the Klallam who lived on the Elwha was Hunter John. He lived in 

a village where Indian Creek spills into the Elwha. This village was called titiʔə́ɬ. 

He also homesteaded. He was famous for his ability to hunt. Whenever he went out to hunt, he al-

ways brought something back to the village. To become a hunter was very prestigious during this 

time. 

Hunter John was born in 1782 and died in 1912. He lived to be 130 years old! He lived during the 

time of early explorers and up until when the lower dam was first being built. 
The people who lived down river were known as fishermen; the people who lived up river were 

known as hunters. The fishermen knew when the hunters were coming down to trade and visit be-

cause you could hear the clacking of deer hooves tied to their knees as they ran down the trails. 

Hunter John 
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For the last several years, land acknowledge-

ments have become an increasingly popular 

way for businesses, organizations, and events 

to open gatherings. Most follow a familiar for-

mat: “We’d like to acknowledge that we are on 

the traditional lands of the local Tribe. We hon-

or their wisdom, stewardship, and dedication to 

preserving natural resources,” and so on. 

Many of these acknowledgements begin with 

good intentions. Acknowledgement matters. 

Understanding the history of the place we call 

home matters. Recognizing that Indigenous 

people have deep and enduring connections to 

these lands matters. But acknowledgement 

alone is not the same as engagement, accounta-

bility, or action.  

Without meaningful action, land acknowledge-

ments can risk becoming symbolic gestures ra-

ther than genuine support for Native communi-

ties. Acknowledgement is important, but it 

should not be where the work ends. 

For tribal communities, there is an added weight 

in constantly being asked to remind others of 

Indigenous presence and history while continu-

ing to protect treaty rights, sacred places, cul-

tural practices, and natural resources in the pre-

sent day. Indigenous people are not just part of 

history. Tribal nations continue to live, govern, 

teach, create, and care for these lands today, 

just as they always have. 

Acknowledgement alone cannot uphold treaties, 

preserve language, protect natural resources, or 

support Native youth and elders. Those things 

require ongoing commitment, resources, and 

relationships. If land acknowledgements are 

going to matter, they should inspire people to 

move beyond words and toward action. 

Some tribal members are happy to write, review, 

or deliver land acknowledgements and see 

them as a valuable educational tool. Others 

may feel differently. There is no single Native 

perspective on land acknowledgements. The 

concern is often not with the acknowledgement 

itself, but with the expectation that Native peo-

ple should always be responsible for creating it. 

If an organization wants to acknowledge the 

people whose homelands they occupy, they 

should also be willing to learn about those peo-

ple. Tribal members may choose to help review 

acknowledgements for accuracy or provide 

guidance when asked, but that responsibility 

should not automatically fall on Native com-

munities. 

So what does meaningful action look like? 

It can be as simple as showing up. Visit tribal 

museums and cultural centers. Attend educa-

tional programs, cultural events, lectures, and 

film screenings. Read books by Native authors. 

Bring your children and encourage them to 

learn about the histories, cultures, and contem-

porary experiences of Indigenous peoples. Sup-

port Native organizations, artists, and programs 

through your attendance, advocacy, and finan-

cial contributions. 

Meaningful relationships are built through en-

gagement, not acknowledgement alone. 

If an organization has time for a land acknowl-

edgement before every meeting, it also has 

time to invite tribal speakers, support Native-

led programs, educate staff about local tribal 

history, or create meaningful partnerships with 

tribal communities. The goal should not simply 

be to acknowledge Native people. The goal 

should be to engage with Native communities 

in ways that foster understanding, respect, and 

lasting relationships. 

A land acknowledgement should be an invitation 

to learn more, not the end of the conversation. 

From Acknowledgement to Action—By Suz Bennett, Museum at the Carnegie 
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Meet Your Constitutional Amendment Committee 

Tim Goldsbury, Chairman 

 My name is Tim Goldsbury, and I am honored 
to serve on the Constitution Committee. I am a 
lifelong member of the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribe, a commercial fisherman since 2012, and a 
commercial diver with over 14 years of  
experience. I currently serve on the Tribe’s Fish 
Committee, 
where I 
work to  
represent 
tribal  
fishermen 
and help  
address  
issues  
affecting 
our fisheries 
and treaty 
resources. 
My experience on the water and involvement in  
tribal affairs has given me a strong appreciation 
for our treaty rights, traditions, and future  
generations. I look forward to helping strengthen 
our Constitution and ensuring it reflects the 
voices and values of our tribal membership. 
 

Keri Ellis, Secretary 

My name is Keri Ellis, my mom is Becky 
Charles and my grandma was the late Viola  
Cagey.  I am proud to serve on the  
Constitutional Amendment Committee for the 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe. As a Tribal member 
who has dedicated most of my adult life to  
advocating for members through Tribal  
administration, I know our Constitution can  

reflect who we are today while preserving the 
morals. values and  
traditions that have  
guided our people for 
generations.  
I have seen firsthand 
how the Constitution  
influences the  
decisions we make, the 
services we provide, 
and the opportunities 
available to our  
members and future  
generations. I  
coordinated startup of 
this committee because it is important that every 
Tribal member has a voice in shaping our gov-
erning document.  
Constitutional amendments should be  
thoughtful, transparent, and centered on 
strengthening our sovereignty, honoring our  
ancestors, and creating a stronger future for our 
children and grandchildren, ideally 7  
generations.  
I am committed to listening respectfully to all 
perspectives, encouraging open dialogue, and 
helping ensure that the amendment process is 
informative and inclusive. My goal is not to  
advocate for change for its own sake, but to 
carefully evaluate how our Constitution can best 
serve the needs of our Tribe today and for  
generations to come. 
It is a privilege to serve alongside the strong and 
diverse committee members we have and I look 
forward to working together with our  
community throughout this important process.  
Thank you all for bringing immense value to our 
everyday lives! Just by being you.  

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Constitutional Amendment Committee has been established to 

thoughtfully review, discuss, and develop proposed amendments to the Tribe's Constitution. Com-

mittee members represent a diverse range of perspectives, experiences, and commitment to the 

future of our Nation. Through community engagement, education, and careful consideration, the 

Committee will work to ensure that any proposed changes reflect the values, sovereignty, and 

long-term interests of the Lower Elwha Klallam people. We are honored to introduce the individu-

als serving on this important committee. 
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Anthony Fernandes, Member 

Anthony Fernandes is the Grandson of Violet 
Charles and the son of Roger Fernandes. He 
holds a  Bachelor of Science in American Indian 
Studies from Haskell 
Indian  
Nations University 
where he graduated 
Suma Cum Laude. 
He holds a Master of 
Arts in Indigenous 
Governance from the 
University of  
Victoria. Anthony's 
primary educational 
focus was in the 
fields of Federal  
Indian Law,  
sovereignty, cultural 
revitalization,  and 
return to traditional Governance systems. He has 
worked throughout the US and Canada with Na-
tive youth in the field of gang intervention and  
substance abuse intervention and prevention.  He  
co-drafted curriculum for University 101 courses 
for unhoused Native People in Victoria, BC 
while co-drafting research protocol for  
non-Native peoples doing research of Native 
Peoples and Nations. Anthony is currently  
helping to establish the West Coast Indigenous 
Studies Program while instructing Indigenous 
Studies Courses at Kwantlen Polytechnic  
University.   
 

 

Ryan Charles-Elofson, Member 

I, Ryan Charles-Elofson, am grateful to have 
been selected to serve on the Constitutional 
Amendment Committee as a committee member 
for a 2-year term. I wrote a letter and signed up 
to be on the committee to do my best and make 
positive change to our constitution not only for 
my family and kids but our  future generations. 
One of my main focuses is our blood quantum 
and of course amending our constitution first . I 
have lived on the Reservation and in Port Ange-

les all 37 years of my  life. I am also a commit-
tee member on the housing board for the tribe at 
the moment. I love helping and being part of our 
community. Making our community a safer, bet-
ter place has always been my goal for my chil-
dren and  community . I have worked for the 
tribe since October 3rd, 2016, and started as a 
custodian and am now a Groundskeeping Safety 
Compliance officer for the Children’s House of 
Learning and enjoy working for my tribe and 
with all our young future leaders and kiddos up 
here. I worked for Pacific Northern Environmen-
tal Corporation and helped build Klallam Coun-
seling Services, Lower Elwha Food and Fuel, 
Natural Resources, Lower Elwha Children’s 
House of Learning and helped remodel the Jus-
tice Center as well. I have Been Married to my 
wife Jessica Charles-Elofson since August 3rd 
2013  and we have 3 beautiful children Dasan, 
Reighlynn and Jaxxon plus 3 dogs and 2 finches. 
My family is my everything and everything I do 
is for them or involves them in some shape or 
form I do my best to be a good father and hus-
band at all times. I take my kids fishing and 
hunting as much as I can have them or us in-
volved in canoe journey, drum group, and din-
ners when we can make time for it in our busy 
life. I appreciate you taking the time to read this 
and if you have any questions feel free to reach 
out to me on my cell (360)-406-1574. 
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Carmen Watson-Charles, Member 

ʔə́y ̕skʷáči. 
I am Carmen Watson-Charles, 
granddaughter to late Garold 
Charles Sr. and late Vare 
Charles. My beautiful mother is 
Ellen Charles. 
 
As I grew up right here in 
Elwha, I spent much of my time 
with my grandma Vera where 
she taught me how to organize 
community events that she  
coordinated. She was a mighty 
leader taking on roles of head 
cook for funerals, main  
Coordinator for Canoe Jour-
neys, head of delivering commodities, and  
annually buy turkeys and all the fixings for 
Thanksgiving and delivering them door to door 
with me by her side through it all, and Spike too. 
Grandma Vera was my super hero!! 
 
As I got older Jamie Valadez, pulled me into our 
culture program were I helped develop dances to 
songs in 1994 along with our first drum and 
dance group members. Jamie Valadez is my  

culture mom. I also got to tag along my whole 
little life with my Aunt Frances 
Charles, attending meetings and 
learning the importance of 
building  
relationships with many  
agencies and later fighting 
along side her for our village 
site. 
 
Community has been at the 
heart of all my teachings from 
many amazing women in my 
life and from the most charming 
grandpa ever, Jerry.  
I have had the honor to  serve 
our community in multiple  
generations starting with  

protecting our ancestors, still to this day,  
helping  mothers birth our next generations,  
fostering many of our children and taking care of 
my elders until their last breath.  I humbly share 
all this as I know I would not be were I am today 
with out many before me plowing the way that 
would later guide me to who I am today.  
 
yəhúməct 
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Happy July and Independence Day America! 

Thank you Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe for al-

lowing us: Prosecuting Attorney Diane Cabrera, 

Prosecuting Attorney Sam Feirson, Chief Sam 

White and myself (Beatriz) traveled to Tucson, 

Arizona for the 21st ITWG – Intertribal Working 

Group hosted by Pascua Yaqui Tribe.  Although 

not all tribes were represented, our two days of 

engaging and discussing about Tribes’ imple-

mentation of the VAWA 2013 and VAWA 2022 

Special Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction (STCJ) over 

Indians or Non-Indians who commit violence in 

Indian Country while safeguarding Native 

American victims’ safety were inspiring and em-

powering experienced.  The ITWG was a collec-

tive of Tribal leaders, councils, law enforce-

ments, judges, prosecutor attorneys, defense at-

torneys, domestic violence programs’ represent-

atives, correction officers, court staff, tribal coa-

litions, OVW staff and TLPI – Tribal Law and 

Policy Institute staff – the sponsored agency.  

          The LEFA staff are grateful to Education/

Recreation and Clinic Departments for putting 
together the End of School Party, High School 
Graduates Parade and Becoming Adulthood 
events that we participated in.   
In June, LEFA staff are busy preparing for 
LGBTQ+ Two-Spirit awareness walk which was 
scheduled for June 29th.  
Save the Date:  
• “LGBTQ+ Youth Group” every Friday, June 

26th – September 25, 2026, from 3:00 pm to 
4:00 PM at Lower Elwha Social Services 
Conference Room, Snacks will be provided.  
See flyer.  

• “Parents in the Know” class on July 7, 8, 
and 10 from 12:00 pm to 3:00 pm at Social 
Services building. All supplies, lunch, certifi-
cation of completion/participation, and incen-
tive will be provided.  This class is open to 
all parents, guardians, or caretakers of minor
(s).  LEFA - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
was the first few pilot domestic violence and 
sexual assault programs in Washington state 
that implemented this prevention class. Addi-
tional information will be announced soon. 

 
Respectfully, LEFA 

Thank you to our sponsored, the LEKT OVW grant FY2022! 
Grateful to our grant funder: 
 “This project was supported by Grant No. 15JOVW22GG03388TRIB awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department 
of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the au-
thor(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. Department of Justice." OVW 

Respectfully, LEFA 
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July 2026 
Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community Mem-
bers, 
 
The Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church 
respectfully provides the following courtesy list 
of individuals who are authorized to conduct 
blessings and services through the Shaker 
Church within the Lower Elwha Tribal Com-
munity. 
 
Leadership of the Lower Elwha 1910 Indian 
Shaker Church 

•Jonathan Arakawa, Minister 
•Johanna Bowechop, Secretary/Treasurer and 1st 
Elder 

Tribal members may also seek assistance from 
the licensed ministers of our neighboring Shak-
er Churches: 

•Tom (TJ) Jackson, Minister, La Push Indian 
Shaker Church 

•Harold (Fudd) Charles, Jr., Minister, Queets In-
dian Shaker Church 

Blessings and services through the 1910 Indi-
an Shaker Church include: funerals, wed-
dings, baptisms, memorial services, land bless-
ings, home blessings, and other official reli-
gious ceremonies. 
 
In accordance with the teachings and require-
ments of the 1910 Indian Shaker Church, all 
blessings, services, and other Shaker religious 
work must be performed by an individual 
who holds a valid 1910 Indian Shaker 

Church License. As emphasized by our Bishop 
and State Elders, church licenses serve as an 
important protection for both the Indian Shaker 
Church and those who seek its assistance. 
Church licenses are more than a piece of paper, 
and it helps ensure that services are conducted 
properly and in accordance with church teach-
ings and regulations. Those who hold a church 
license hold all the rights and are protected by 
the laws of the State of Washington, as set forth 
to us by our Bishop and State Elders, past and 
present.  
 
When individuals who are not licensed perform 
Shaker religious work, concerns may arise re-
garding church authority, liability, and the spir-
itual integrity of the service being provided. For 
these reasons, we encourage community mem-
bers to seek assistance only from properly li-
censed Indian Shaker Church leaders. 
 
If you have any questions or would like addi-
tional information, please contact Jonathan 
Arakawa, Minister of the Lower Elwha 1910 
Indian Shaker Church, at (360) 565-6957 or  

jonathan_arakawa@outlook.com.  
 
Respectfully, 
Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church 
Leadership 
Jonathan J. Arakawa, Minister 
Johanna F. Bowechop, Secretary/Treasurer and 
1st Elder 

  

mailto:jonathan_arakawa@outlook.com
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Public Works 

  Every Drop Counts! 
Did you know that the water we use every day—for drinking, cooking, cleaning, and watering 
plants—is a limited resource? The good news is that small actions can have a big impact. By mak-
ing a few simple changes, we can all help protect our water supply and create a more sustainable 
future. 

  Take shorter showers and turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. 

  Fix dripping faucets and running toilets—they waste more water than you think! 

  Only run dishwashers and washing machines when they are full. 

  Water lawns and gardens in the early morning or evening to reduce evaporation. 

  Sweep driveways and sidewalks instead of hosing them down. 

  Reuse water from rinsing fruits and vegetables to water plants. 
Water Conservation Challenge 
This month, make a splash by choosing one new water-saving habit and sticking with it for 30 

days. Encourage your family, friends, or coworkers to join you and see how much water you can 

save together!  

2025 CONSUMER CONFIDENCE REPORT IS HERE! 
 

The 2025 Elwha Heights and Lower Elwha Valley Consumer Confidence 
Reports and Water Quality Results are available.   
Simply scan the QR Code or visit our website at www.elwha.org/
departments/publicworks/utilities. 
 
If you prefer a printed report, they are available at the Tribal Center main 
entrance or at Public Works.  To request a printed report be mailed to your 
home contact Karl Majerle, Utilities Manager at 360-565-7272. 

http://www.elwha.org/departments/publicworks/utilities
http://www.elwha.org/departments/publicworks/utilities
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

Tribal Holiday Closure 

July 3rd—Fourth of July (Observed) 




