
IN THIS ISSUE: 

Ļɡ®ɡȹxˉɽaɡ syȦʧcȦm 
April 2026 

LEPD (1) Å Washington Water Supply Update (3) Å Health Clinic (4) Å SART (4, 6) Å Community Health (5, 30) Å 

Nutrition & Diabetes (6-7) Å TVR (7, 14) Å LEFA (8) Å Heritage Center (10-13) Å TANF (15) Å Culture (16-19) Å 

Elwha Museum at the Carnegie (20-21) Å Recreation (21, 25) Å Childrenôs House of Learning (22-23) Å Stevens Mid-

dle School (24) Å Library (26) Å Natural Resources (27-28) Å Elwha Assembly (28) Å Birthdays (29) Å Elwha River 

Casino (31) 

PORT ANGELES & SEQUIM, WA ï Lieu-
tenant Jim Thompson of the Lower Elwha Po-
lice Department and Officer Daniel Martinez 
of the Sequim Police Department have been 
recognized with Certificates of Recogni-
tion for their outstanding work with the Handle 
With Care Program. 

Lieutenant Thompson was honored for his ad-
vocacy and efforts to strengthen collaboration 
among partner agencies, ensuring children ex-
posed to potentially traumatic events receive 
timely support. Officer Martinez was recog-

nized for his leadership in notifying school staff 
when students may have experienced trauma, 
improving communication and support between 
law enforcement and local schools. 

The Handle With Care Program helps schools 
and community partners respond quickly and 
compassionately when children face potentially 
traumatic incidents. The awards, presented in 
early 2026, by the Clallam Resilience Project, 
recognize the officersô service and achievements 
throughout 2025. 

Sequim and Lower Elwha Police Officers Honored for  

Handle With Care Leadership 
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ᾐ®ᾐὦxӤᾱaᾐ nᴅxᾱsẹ√§y√ᴅm√   ð  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 

A mother had seven boys and one girl. 

One day the sister got lost and one by one the brothers disappeared in their attempts to find her. 

The mother cried so hard that a baby was made of her mucus pooling on the ground. 

He grew up and went into the woods, where he found the bodies of his brothers. He found that his 
sister was a prisoner, married to a mountain lion. 

When the lion hunted, he stuck her to a pitchy stump so she couldnôt escape. The sister had a baby 
that was two-faced. 

All the brothers came to rescue the sister, but she warned them to leave, that the lion would kill 
them. 

When the lion returned, the two-faced child would tell that a brother had come. The lion would 
hunt down the brother and tear out his heart. 

When Mucus Boy came he made sure he had stones covering his heart, so when the lion attacked, 
his nails got bent and Mucus Boy killed him. 

He took his brothers hearts back and brought them back to life. The brothers and sister all went 
back home. One day the two-faced child got angry at the one who had saved them (Mucus Boy). 
The child called him names and finally said, ñMucus.ò The man covered his face, climbed to the 
sky, and was never seen again. 

Mucus Boy (One of Many Versions) 
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There's still not enough snow 
The drought declared in April and 
expanded in June continues with 
no end in sight. 
A group of state and federal water 
supply experts ð the Water Sup-
ply Availability Committee ð 
says thereôs not enough snow in 
Washington. 
 

A warm and wet winter 
So far, water year 2026 has been 
the warmest on record. It started 
in October with above normal 
temperatures and above normal 
precipitation. This was followed 
by the warmest December on rec-
ord. 
December precipitation improved 
long-term precipitation deficits, increased soil 
moisture and removed seasonal deficits from 
reservoirs. January continued the trend of being 
warmer than we need it to be. It was the 
12th warmest and 22nd driest on record since 
1895. 
 

We need more snow 
Unfortunately, there wasnôt nearly enough snow. 
In fact, according to Deputy State Climatologist, 
Karin Bumbaco, it would take a record-breaking 
amount of snow between now and April to get 
back to ñnormalò peak snowpack. 
So far February has had above normal tempera-
tures. Snowpack ð currently 52% of normal ð 
is the 3rd lowest on record for this time of year. 
According to Ecologyôs statewide drought lead, 
Caroline Mellor, the current snowpack percent-
age can be misleading. She said snowpack in 
many basins is as low as 35% of normal. The 
statewide average has been brought up by just a 
few ñnormalò basins in the northern Cascade 
Mountains. 
Current streamflows in most of the state range 
from normal to above normal. This isnôt neces-
sarily good news as higher than normal stream-

flows in the winter can be connected to low 
snowpack. 
To illustrate just how important snow is in this 
state, Yakimaôs reservoirs are currently at 132% 
of average. This sounds encouraging. But at full 
capacity the reservoirs there only hold 1 million 
acre-feet of water. Without that ñsixth reservoirò 
of snowpack, there is nowhere near enough wa-
ter for the needs of the area. An acre-foot is a 
measurement of water one foot deep spread over 
one acre of land. The water needs for irrigation 
and fisheries in the Yakima Basin from April 
through September are 2.5 million acre-feet. 
 

Going forward 
Water users in the Yakima Basin can expect a 
water availability forecast from the Bureau of 
Reclamation in early March. 
ñLow snowpack across the state leaves us con-
cerned for water supply when most needed in 
late spring, summer and early fall in much of the 
rest of the state too,ò Mellor said. 
Temperature forecasts through April are uncer-
tain, though there is a good chance for above 
normal precipitation. There is a high likelihood 
of above normal temperatures and below normal 
precipitation in the summer. 

Washington Water Supply Update 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252FFr6t_DpESBU%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019ca4508ba8-ee4b6d80-f919-4f96-8d25-8f6b44bd52d3-000000
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fyoutu.be%252FFr6t_DpESBU%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019ca4508ba8-ee4b6d80-f919-4f96-8d25-8f6b44bd52d3-000000
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Expanding Same-Day Appointments for Trib-
al Elders 

As Medical Director of the Lower Elwha Health 
Clinic, Iôm excited to share a new initiative de-
signed to better serve our Tribal Elders. Many of 
you know that we now have daily appointment 
spots reserved for Elders. Beginning in March, 
we will expand this program to include 
Thursday mornings from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. specifically for same-day acute care needs. 

Our goal is to reduce barriers and provide re-
sponsive, compassionate care for those who 
have contributed so much to our community. 

This is a trial program, and we will carefully 
monitor how it works for patients, providers, 
and staff. Feedback from Elders and families 
will be invaluable in guiding improvements and 
determining whether this program should be ex-
panded further. 

Elders are central to the strength and well-being 
of our community, and we are proud to take this 
step to honor them with timely, respectful, and 
culturally responsive care. 

ð Adam Zerr, APRN 
Medical Director, Lower Elwha Health Clinic 

Health Clinic 
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https://tinyurl.com/mwudd4uw
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe  

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363  

SAVE THE DATE: MMIW/P Awareness Event  

May 5th, 2026 Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 


