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PA Chamber of Commerce Organization of the Year: Lower 

Elwha Klallam Tribe 

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe has been 
awarded the 2025 Port Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce ñOrganization of the Yearò award. 

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe has made pro-
found and lasting contributions to the greater 
Port Angeles community. Through leadership in 
the Elwha River restoration, the Tribe led the 
removal of the Elwha and Glines Canyon dams, 
restoring salmon runs, improving water quality, 
and reconnecting the river from the Olympic 
Mountains to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. This 
transformational project has strengthened fish-
ing, wildlife, tourism, 
recreation, and long-
term environmental 
health across the entire 
region. 

The Tribeôs leadership 
was also on full display 
through hosting Paddle 
to Elwha, welcoming 
thousands of visitors 
from across the Pacific 
Northwest and Canada. 
This event generated 
significant economic 
activity for Port Angeles 
while offering the 
broader community a 
rare opportunity to ex-

perience living Indigenous culture and intertrib-
al traditions. 
Beyond these efforts, the Tribe continues to 
strengthen the community through stable local 
jobs, essential health and social services, and 
ongoing leadership in habitat restoration, fisher-
ies management, and conservation. Together, 
these contributions have made Port Angeles 
healthier, stronger, and more culturally connect-
ed through environmental stewardship, econom-
ic impact, and meaningful community partner-
ship. 
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ᾐ®ᾐὦxӤᾱaᾐ nᴅxᾱsẹ√§y√ᴅm√   ð  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 

Slapu Steals A Boy 

Slapu came and took a baby boy, swiq¼ᾐiὦ, away from a tribe. Everywhere she walked the baby 
cried and the woods disappeared. In their place the prairie appeared. That is how Sequim Prarie 
came to be. 
Slapu brought the boy home and he called her mother, t§n, asking for a bow and arrow. She told 
him not to call her mother, t§n, because she secretly wanted him for her husband, but she made 
him a bow and arrow, reminding him not to go far. She didnôt want him finding his way home. 
Every day when Slapu went out she hung her heart, yᴅӢnᴅwᴅs, on the road that led out. One day the 
boy saw it. He knew what it was so he shot it. She felt it and came running. The boy ran until he 
was at Sequim Bay, but his people had moved. 
Tslatsqwehe was the only one there and he gave the boy a ride to the spit. The boy told 
Tslatsqwehe that Slapu would be looking for him. 
Soon Slapu came looking for the boy and demanded to be taken across the water. Tslatsqwehe said 
his boat leaked and when she was busy pulling grass, he pulled a knot out of the bottom of the 
boat. When they got out in the water, Tslatsqwehe asked a crab, ᾐ§ᾐļxӤ, ñWhat shall I do with 
Slapu?ò He told the crab, ᾐ§ᾐļxӤ, to bite Slapu and when it crawled towards her she kept moving 
back until she fell off the boat. She screamed for help, but Tslatsqwehe pushed her down and now 
there is a whirlpool there. 
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In the summer of 2025, the Lower Elwha 

Klallam Tribe welcomed thousands of visitors to 

its shores as host of the annual Tribal Canoe 

Journey Paddle to Elwha, a powerful cultural 

gathering that brought together Indigenous na-

tions from across the Pacific Northwest and be-

yond. 

The Tribe remains a national leader in ecological 

restoration. More than a decade after the historic 

removal of the Elwha and Glines Canyon dams, 

salmon runs are steadily rebuilding in one of the 

largest river restoration projects in U.S. history. 

The Lower Elwha Klallam Tribeôs habitat resto-

ration crews continue work throughout the 

Elwha watershed and neighboring river systems, 

constructing engineered log jams, reconnecting 

floodplains and planting native vegetation to re-

store salmon habitat. 

These efforts reached an important milestone in 

recent years with the reopening of limited cere-

monial and subsistence coho fisheries on the 

lower Elwha River, a powerful cultural and eco-

logical marker after generations of restricted ac-

cess to ancestral fishing grounds. For the Tribe, 

salmon recovery is not only an environmental 

success story but also a cultural foundation con-

necting families and community. 

The Tribe has finalized engineered plans for the 

Dry Creek Wastewater Project, a critical utility 

expansion that is now shovel ready and posi-

tioned for funding. The project will extend es-

sential wastewater services to the western 

boundary of the City of Port Angeles, unlocking 

significant public health, environmental and eco-

nomic benefits. 

The Dry Creek Wastewater Project is founda-

tional to the next phase of the Tribeôs Health and 

Wellness Campus. With wastewater infrastruc-

ture in place, the Tribe will be able to expand its 

vision for a comprehensive wellness campus 

serving tribal members and the wider communi-

ty. The availability of utilities also enables 

Clallam County Fire District 2 to move forward 

in conceptualizing and completing a new fire 

station on the health and wellness property, 

strengthening emergency response capacity for 

the growing west side of Port Angeles. 

The expanded Elwha River Casino also contin-

ues to serve as an economic driver, generating 

employment and revenue that supports tribal 

government services, education, elder care and 

cultural programming. 

Protection of cultural resources also remains 

central to the Tribeôs work. At ļ√ixᾱ²cᴅn, the an-

cestral village site located on Port Angeles Har-

bor, the Tribe continues its efforts to ensure the 

site is respected and preserved. Since the discov-

ery of the village during construction activities 

in 2003, ļ√ixᾱ²cᴅn has stood as one of the most 

significant archaeological finds in Washington 

state. Ongoing coordination with the Port of Port 

Angeles reflects a shared commitment to respon-

sible development, transparency and the protec-

tion of irreplaceable cultural heritage. The Tribe 

and the Port continue to engage in government-

to-government consultation to ensure that harbor 

planning and economic activity proceed with re-

spect for the siteôs history and significance. 

The Tribe is partnering with Field Hall Arts 

Center and Feiro Marine Center to develop a 

cultural and educational longhouse on the Port 

Angeles waterfront.  

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe State of Affairs Peninsula Daily News Write Up 
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The Tribe is partnering with the NODC and North Olympic Recompete Coalition to expand work-

force training and resources to ensure our community and the community at large have access and 

pathways to living wage jobs. Our workforce development initiative is housed in the Lower Elwha 

Heritage Center, where applicants can access skills training, networking paths, and assistance with 

job placements. 

The Tribeôs partnership through the Recompete plan also assists the Tribe with resources for eco-

nomic development to expand services for the community and tribal enterprises. Our current focus 

is on infrastructure projects like wastewater and potable water to ensure the tribeôs capacity to ex-

pand facilities, housing, and services.   

Collaboration more broadly reinforces much of the Tribeôs progress. Whether partnering with the 

City of Port Angeles on infrastructure planning, working with Clallam County Fire District 2 on 

emergency services coordination or engaging state and federal agencies on habitat restoration and 

land management, the Tribeôs approach emphasizes alignment and shared benefit. 

On behalf of the family of Maurice Lenore Raub, we would like to extend our thanks to all that 
helped in bringing Moe home, as well as putting him to rest. This is not anything that should ever 
have to be planned. It was an unexpected and devastating loss to the family as well as all the  
communities that Moe belonged to. Wherever he went, he was home. The loss will be felt for  
generations, as when he left, all the knowledge he carried left with him. He was a true historian, a 
cedar bark weaver, wool weaver, knitter, bead maker, fisher, cook, tailor, and friend. So many 
stepped up immediately offering everything from love and condolences, to their help in preparing 

for Moeôs journey. These people are: 

Jim Lawrence 
Randy Eastman 
Timmy Goldsbury 
Edwin Poulin 
Edward Thomas 
Maureen Thomas 
Ted Bowen 

William and Flo Johnny 
Jerry Foster 

ñPJò Phillip Charles 
Jesse Osmer 

 

Care Funeral Services of Brit-
ish Columbia 

Carmen Watson-Charles 
Ashley Pitchford 
Rachel Turner 
Harmony Arakawa 
Mygene Jackson 
Wendy Sampson 

Becca Sampson-Weed 
Luana Arakawa 
Christopher Parker 
Rachel Parker 

Chrissi Ducotey 
Gator & Jerry 
Samantha Acosta 
Theresa Parker 
Melissa Gillman 
Lorna Mike 
Linty Hopie 

Ann Penn-Charles 
Jesse Osmer 
Brandy Williams 
Jamie Valadez 

We know at time of publication that this may not include all our thanks. Know that we  
appreciated each of you that helped, for your patience as we worked our way through bringing 

Moe home, and for all of you that gave your heart to Moeôs family. 
 

Louise, Lewis, Bob, Lilly, Darrell, Craig and Adam 

Gratitude  
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March 2026 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 

 You have heard about the changes we have 

made to our Lower Elwha Housing. The Busi-

ness Council decided it was time to take it over 

and try to do better for our community. Over 

the years, council has tried to meet with the 

staff at housing. Something always got in the 

way of meetings. I hve never seen our former 

director at a Business Committee meeting or at 

the General Community Council meetings. 

Back in the Williamson days, John never re-

ported out to council either. He would talk to 

our chair but not the rest of council. She would 

turn around and tell us what he had to say. I 

found this very disturbing. That is the least of 

what we have found since. I canôt share but 

there are a lot of things that should have taken 

place but didnôt. Council and staff are trying to 

figure out what happened. Of course, after the 

switch from housing entity to Lower Elwha 

Tribe Housing Department, there wasnôt much 

of a smooth transition. We are now going to 

hire a new director and support staff. I canôt 

share too much right now. 

 I am proud to say that we have placed tribal 

members into housing that was very much 

needed already. We are going to repair the 

houses that can be repaired that previously 

were declared condemned or unfixable. We are 

also looking for grants that can help repair oth-

er houses in need. I think that we can turn our 

housing situation around. It may take a little 

time, but it can be done. 

 I take no pride or satisfaction from our employ-

ees at housing being dismissed. Our council 

and I discussed and deliberated this for a long 

time before we took action. I felt we took 

enough time for our housing entity to come to 

terms with us to meet and share information. 

As it is now, we have to search boxes and box-

es of documents to try and figure it out. 

 We had a really good turn out for our last Gen-

eral Community Council meeting held in 

Room 13 on February 2-2026. We talked about 

the housing issue and then members of the 

community expressed interest in enrollment 

and the blood quantum. They were informed 

the constitution of our tribe would need to be 

changed. In my opinion, itôs a rather lengthy 

process that needs to be done. The council lis-

tened to all the comments and complains about 

this issue. It was decided we should start anoth-

er Constitution Committee to get things going 

again. We tried to 

amend the constitu-

tion years ago and 

failed. I think if we 

keep the momen-

tum and interest 

going, we can suc-

ceed this time. We 

should have sign-

up sheets at various 

locations to volun-

teer for this effort. 

 Thank you for tak-

ing the time to read 

my newsletter. 

 

Letter From the Vice Chair 
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe  

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363  

Tribal Holiday Closure 

March 9thðBilly Frank Jr Day 


