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Thank You From the Winter Ice Village  

Continued on Page 3 

The ice is melted, the tent came down yesterday, 
and weôve tucked the last of the Christmas deco-
rations back into storage. Looking at the empty 
parking lot, itôs hard to believe it was a winter 
wonderland for six weeks. But maybe thatôs part 
of the magic, knowing it will only be there for a 
little while. Marc is still crunching the numbers 
for the final total of skate sessions this year, but 
Iôd like to share what I know so far. We did an 
assessment a little more than halfway into the 
season and we were exceeding last yearôs record
-breaking totals by about 10%. Based on how 
busy we continued to be, I am confident that 
trend continued throughout the season.  

Although it might seem to appear like magic to 
most people, it takes a tremendous amount of 
work to build and operate the rink for six weeks, 
as well as maintaining the ice and keeping it fro-

zen 24 hours a day. And of course it is also very 
expensive. Thanks to (LEKTôs) sponsorship we 
were able to maintain low prices for the all-day 
skate we offer, keeping skating accessible for 
everyone. We were also able to donate over 100 
skate tickets to foster families through Olympic 
Angels, participants of family LYFT court, and 
clients of First Step Family Support. We hosted 
deeply discounted youth group skates for the 
Boys & Girls club, several Scout troops, local 
tribal youth groups, and many others. In addi-
tion, we also had 16 Rink Takeovers where a 
business, group, or organization filled all the 
volunteer positions for a shift or an entire day. 
We are so proud of the community collaboration 
that makes the rink possible, and how it contin-
ues to shape the memories and holiday tradi-
tions for so many local families.  
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ᾐ®ᾐὦxӤᾱaᾐ nᴅxᾱsẹ√§y√ᴅm√   ð  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

ñBoston Charlieò 
A Klallam man named Boston Charlie used to hunt elk in the mountains. He was born in 1828 and 
died in 1928. He spent his summers in the mountains and had a favorite camping spot where he 
camped every year. Today itôs called Boston Charlieôs Camp, and itôs located at the base of Cat 
Peak. Boston Charlie was the last medicine man of the Klallam People. 

He also helped the early settlers. He would go up to the hot springs to fast, pray and cleanse him-
self every year. The last time he traveled up into the mountains, he had a very close call. He must 
have fallen and hurt himself, for he was immobile. 

He was weak and didnôt have anything to eat for several days. He told how the sun was going 
down and a huge being came up from a cliff. He thought to himself, now this is the day I am going 
to die. This being, called by the Klallams ļiļay√²kᾱtᴅn (bigfoot), had great big leaves with blueber-
ries and thimbleberries, wet with dew. He put it in Bostonôs mouth and then disappeared down the 
cliff. 
Boston survived that ordeal; he was rescued and that was the last time he went up into the moun-
tains 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 
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Along with the dasherboard sign, 
we were proud to display a banner 
at the rink thanking the Lower 
Elwha Klallam tribe for its spon-
sorship. The private party for the 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe was a 
great success, with 48 skaters tak-
ing to the ice. We also had more 
than 30 non-skaters who came to 
watch the fun and enjoy the snacks 
and complimentary hot chocolate. 
Although we werenôt able to get all 
of them, we gathered as many skat-
ers as we could for a photo with the 
banner. We were also happy to see 
so many families attend with the 
skate tickets that were included in 
your sponsorship. Combined with the tickets that 
Olympic Medical Center donated to the tribe, we 
were happy to give 90 skate tickets to the Lower 
Elwha tribal community. The ticket donation 
from Olympic Medical Center was facilitated by 
their marketing director Donna Pacheco, who 
can be reached at 
dpacheco@olympicmedical.org. She wanted to 
be sure that you knew the ticket donation came 
from their organization, and they were happy to 
make it possible for more kids to skate.  

 

I canôt tell you enough how much the Chamber 
appreciates the legacy of your partnership in 

making the Winter Ice Village possible. I speak 
for the entire Winter Ice Village team when I say 
that we truly could not do it without you. Thank 
you for being part of our mission to ensure that 
every child who wants to skate will have the 
chance, and for partnering with us to bring this 
beloved holiday tradition to the community. We 
hope that youôre as proud of it as we are. 

 
All the Best, 
Leslie Robertson 
Events Manager 

mailto:dpacheco@olympicmedical.org
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elwha.org%2Fnewsletters%2F&data=05%7C02%7CChrissi.Ducotey%40elwha.org%7C37cf1a96c3fe412cc32a08de0ff022d5%7Cb7c0af4868dd48c0b63f57c5f5a7bb34%7C0%7C0%7C638965721213612661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs












mailto:klallam.museum@elwha.org


























Elwha News  l  www.elwha.org            February 2026   l   Page 26 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 
 
Happy New Year from the Lower Elwha 1910 
Indian Shaker Church. As we enter this New 
Year, we pray that you feel a renewed sense of 
hope, strength, and peace. We send our love and 
prayers to each of you, especially to those who 
are mourning the loss of a loved one. Please re-
member that God loves you and walks with you 
always, providing strength and comfort during 
lifeôs most difficult moments. 
The Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church 
will continue to offer our prayers and services to 
each and every one of you. May God bless you 

and your families throughout the New Year, 
2026. Masi. 
Minister Jonathan Arakawa 
 
The Lower Elwha 1910 Indian Shaker Church 
would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
our community for the incredible support shown 
during our fundraiser at the LEKT Christmas 
Bazaar. Thanks to your generosity, the event 
was a great success! 
We are truly grateful for everyone who stopped 
by, donated, and helped make this fundraiser 
possible. Please keep an eye out for future fund-
raisers and community events coming in 2026ð
we look forward to continuing this journey to-
gether. 
 
This is a friendly reminder of services provided 
by the Lower Elwha Shaker Church. 
Our 1910 Shaker Church assists with the fol-
lowing: 
¶ Funerals 
¶ Baptisms 
¶ Weddings 
¶ Hospital/Home Visits for Prayer 
¶ Home Shakes/Blessings 
¶ Blessings of Buildings and More 
¶ Opening Prayers for Gatherings 
For any requests for Shaker work, contact our 
Church Officers. 
¶ Minister: Jonathan Arakawa ï (360) 565-
6957 

Secretary/Treasurer & 1st Elder: Johanna 
Bowechop 
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe  

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363  

Tribal Holiday Closure 

Feb 16thðPresidentôs Day 


