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Dr. Schick was born and raised in Kodiak, Alaska, a 
rural island community in the Gulf of Alaska. He attended 
St. Olaf College in Minnesota, earning a biology degree 
with concentrations in biomedical science and Nordic 
heritage studies. Dr. Schick attended the University of 
Washington School of Dentistry as a member of the RIDE 
(Rural Initiatives in Dental Education) program, which 
focused on preparing students to provide dental care in 
rural communities similar to the one where he grew up. 
After graduating in 2020, Dr. Schick was excited to return 
to Alaska and accepted a position as a dental officer for 
the U.S. Coast Guard in Ketchikan. For the past four and 
a half years, Dr. Schick has provided full-scope dental 
care as Base Ketchikan's clinical dental director and led 
efforts to improve access to dental care for service mem-
bers across southeast Alaska. His work included provid-
ing fillings, crowns, bridges, surgical and endodontic 
care, as well as deploying on various missions across 
Alaska and the U.S to provide clinical care and meet with 
community partnersðincluding tribal clinics that cared 
for Coast Guard patients in the more remote areas of rural southeast Alaska. 
While Dr. Schick worked with the Coast Guard, his wife Mariahðwhom he had met during a ru-
ral rotation during dental schoolðworked with local tribes as an occupational therapist for young 
children. Through her experiences and stories, Dr. Schick developed a great respect for tribal com-
munities and their commitment to caring for their people. He knew then that he wanted to be part 
of that mission and dedicate his career to serving a tribal community. After completing his military 
service commitment, Dr. Schick and his wife chose to move to the Port Angeles area to be closer 
to their family. They are excited to put down roots here and experience everything the Olympic 
Peninsula has to offer. Dr. Schick looks forward to serving the community and continuing his pas-
sion for providing personalized, compassionate care and top quality dentistry for the people of the 
Lower Elwha tribe. When he's not working, Dr. Schick enjoys hiking, hunting, fishing, playing 
board games, and working on new projects around his house. 

The dental clinic has a new dental director! On November 17th, Dr. Schick joined the dental 
team as our new dental director.  Dr. Churchill is still here and will stay on as a staff dentist. 

Lower Elwha Dental Clinic Updates 
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ᾐ®ᾐὦxӤᾱaᾐ nᴅxᾱsẹ√§y√ᴅm√   ð  The Strong People 

 
The Vision of the Elwha Klallam Tribe is to ensure that the Lower Elwha Klallam people can pass 
on their way of life to their children. 
 

The Mission is to build a strong and healthy sovereign nation where Tribal members live 
their values and culture. 
 

This means enhancing the lives of our people both physically and spiritually through social well 
being and economic independence while preserving and enhancing our natural resources and cul-
tural heritage. 

Elwha Klallam Museum at the Carnegie 
 

Clallam Indian Dog (Salish Wool Dog/Comox Dog) 
Salish peoples, renowned for their weaving and knitting, did not 
raise sheep, and while mountain goat fur was also used to cre-
ate wool textiles, mountain goats were wild, and thus their fur could 
only be collected from mountain goats leaving fur in the environ-
ment, such as from shedding, or collected from skins of hunted 
goats. The Salish Wool Dog was prized as a con-
sistent, domesticated source of high-quality wool. 
The dogs were sheared like sheep in May or June. It was said that the 
sheared fur was so thick you could pick up a corner and the 
whole fleece would hold together. The dog hair was frequently 
mixed with mountain goat wool, feathers, and plant fibers to change 
the yarn quality and to extend the supply of fiber. 
For more information or to visit the museum, please contact us at 
klallam.museum@elwha.org or call 360-452-8471 ext. 2904. 

Lower Elwha Business Committee 

mailto:klallam.museum@elwha.org
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January 2025 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 

Happy New Year! I hope we all made it through. 

I say that because I am composing this letter on 

December 12. That is early in the month, and it 

makes it hard to keep you posted on the monthly 

activities for December. Anywayé 

I attended the second of two in-person meetings 

with the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) and EPAôs Regional Tribal Operations 

Committee for Region 10 (RTOC). RTPC mem-

bers are comprised of elected individuals from 

different tribes in different areas of these states. 

Due to travel restrictions EPA has to follow, the 

meetings were held in Seattle. EPA Region 10 

geographically covers the states of Oregon, Ida-

ho, Washington, and Alaska. There are 271 

tribes that we represent. I represent Western 

Washington Tribes. We spent the week together 

discussing various environmental concerns and 

issues. 

We listened to an elder from the Alaskan Village 

that recently had a typhoon wipe out their vil-

lage. She was very brave and compassionate 

about what she and her village went through. 

They are still in shelters, and some have moved 

with relatives to Anchorage. It will take decades 

to make that village whole again. This is going 

to lose some culture and traditions because they 

arenôt in their homelands. They canôt fish and 

hunt when they have to move. I feel so bad for 

them.  

At the time of this letter, we have one more 

round of atmospheric river rain coming. So far, 

our dike has held up. Thank the Lord and the Ar-

my Corps of Engineers. We faired really well as 

compared to across the pond. Towns had to be 

evacuated. Iôve been told we had six more feet 

before the river would spill over the dike. That 

sounds pretty good to me.  

Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission 

(NWIFC) and the state are preparing for this 

yearôs round of North of Falcon (NoF) process. 

This process typically goes until March. I think 

the biggest issue is the chum fishery being pro-

posed in Area 9. This fishery area is north of the 

ferry landing at Kingston. Itôs a mixed stock ar-

ea for chum. Meaning that fish from all over the 

Salish Sea or Puget Sound get mixed up here be-

fore they head to their respective 

streams to spawn. A lot of streams have 

Chum listed as Endangered Species. 

Some tribes donôt want to fish there. 

Elwha stayed out as we fished in the 

Hood Canal. It has been a big issue 

around the sound. I will have more on 

the fishery issues later as we are just 

kicking off meetings.  

Sincerely, 

Letter From the Vice-Chair Russ Hepfer 











https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elwha.org%2Fnewsletters%2F&data=05%7C02%7CChrissi.Ducotey%40elwha.org%7C37cf1a96c3fe412cc32a08de0ff022d5%7Cb7c0af4868dd48c0b63f57c5f5a7bb34%7C0%7C0%7C638965721213612661%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs






https://www.atg.wa.gov/mmiwp-cold-case-unit
https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/first-arrest-charges-made-connection-mmiwp-cold-case-work
https://agportal-s3bucket.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/2025%20Missing%20Indigenous%20Persons%20Toolkit.pdf?VersionId=IvVtTl_QW3RvzsCSUy0yVSJir0IfIDZi
https://www.atg.wa.gov/


https://www.atg.wa.gov/mmiwp-cold-case-unit
https://www.atg.wa.gov/mmiwp-cold-case-unit


https://www.stalkingawareness.org/day-of-action/
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe  

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363  

Tribal Holiday Closure 

Jan 1st - New Yearôs Day 
Jan 2nd - New Yearôs Day Admin 
Jan 9th - MLK Jr. Day 
Jan 26th - Treaty Day 


