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Councilwoman Tia Skerbeck Updates

Canoe Journeys!

Thank you to everyone that helped out for the 2025 Paddle to Elwha, We really pulled together
as a community and stepped up as a host. Many MANY many months, days, and hours of hard
work were put in by many -Thank You! your hard work does not go unnoticed!

7

Elwha Youth!

Our youth did a phenomenal job with the welcome speeches, emceeing protocol, helping each
other out and taking the lead. We have strong youth that are eager and ready to become the
next round of leaders.
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Viral Respiratory Illnesses and Health

COVID and a few other respiratory viruses are circulating. COVID tests can be picked up from
the clinic, just make sure that you call ahead and don't walk into the clinic feeling ill or with
symptoms. Calling ahead helps stop the spread of the viruses and keeps those healthy folks
healthy.

Sometime this fall we should see another COVID vaccine that helps offer protection against the
strain that is currently in circulation. It's important for vulnerable adults and
immunocompromised to make sure that they get their yearly booster.

Now that we are in the swing of back to school, we need to make sure that
our kiddos are up to date on all their school physicals, vaccines, and dental
checks. The hustle and bustle of summer can get us behind on personal health
and wellness, and the return of school is a good time to get back on track.
Call your clinic to set up an appointment for wellness exams.

The 2025 Community Health Assessment closed last month, with those that completed getting a
$100 Walmart gift card. The next steps for this assessment is data analysis, result sharing, and an
action plan created to address health gaps and future needs of our community. This assessment
we carried out with the help of Tribal Foundational Public Health funding that we receive from
the State. This funding helps the Tribe establish and develop public health priorities and projects
to better address our unique community health needs.
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harnan cn! Paddle to Slwha 2025 Volunteers!

This year’s Paddle to Elwha was more than an event. It was a
celebration of culture, community, and the strength of our
relationships with one another. At the heart of it all were you, the
volunteers, whose dedication, hard work, and generosity of spirit
made this gathering a resounding success.

From the earliest preparations to the final farewell, volunteers gave
their time, energy, and heart to ensure every guest felt welcome
and cared for. The scope of your work was immense, yet you
carried it out with smiles, teamwork, and a deep sense of purpose.
Our collective effort of pulling together resulted in a volunteer force
of 322 external volunteers and internal staff, for a total of
approximately 4,136 volunteer hours over the week leading up to
Canoe Journey and over its 5-day duration.

The Week Before-Setting the Stage

The magic of Paddle to Elwha didn’t begin when the canoes arrived,
it started well before, in the months prior, with coordination, data
collection, shawl and vest making, song and dance practice,
marketing, merchandising, collaborating, as well as many other
measures to ensure our successful celebration. There were
countless volunteers in both external and internal organizations and
groups that made gifts for giveaway. In the week leading up to our
journey, the Maintenance Team came together to transform our
spaces into a welcoming home for thousands of visitors.

The Maintenance Team covered incredible ground - literally! You
cleaned and readied the showers, maintained waste disposal sites,
repaired and built where needed, and even constructed the platform
for welcoming ceremonies. You cleared and cleaned the grounds so

that we looked amazing. Every step you took enhanced the beauty of
Elwha, helping us present ourselves with pride to our guests.
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Why is Labor Day celebrated?

Labor Day celebrates the contributions
and achievements of workers and the
labor movement. It's a day to honor
and recognize the hard work and

dedication of those who help
build and sustain our
communities and

economy.

Sexual Assault Response Team (SART)

Get free, confidential support whenever you’re ready.

E\Wha Lower Elwha Health Clinic
\S\ 243511 Hwy 101 West

Port Angeles, WA 98363

(360) 452-6252, Ext. 1

After Hours: (541) 526-9256

Whether you have experienced sexual assault yourself, or want to know
more about how to help your child, a friend or someone else, we’re here
24/7 with support and information to empower you to take your next steps.

SART Team Members: January Austin, ND; Lillian Easton, ARNP; Melissa Ellis, RN; and Iliana Jones
We provide support and services to youth (18 years and under) in the LEKT Tribal Community, Clallam County and

surrounding Tribal Communities. SART can provide pediatric forensic exams, advocacy, support and referrals to
youth and families in need of assistance.
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Seek help

Suicide & Crisis Lifeline
the Native and Strong Hotline

September 14.
Happy birthday to my Sunny.

Love always
s

Mom
September 17.
Happy birthday Hammer
Love always
Dorene
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