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B u s i n e s s  N a m e  

čʔéʔɬx̣ʷaʔ syə́cəm 

            L OW E R  E LW H A  K L A L L A M  T R I B E  

April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month.   
 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) calls attention to the fact that sexual violence is 
widespread and impacts every person in every community. SAAM aims to raise public aware-
ness about sexual abuse, harassment, and assault and educate communities about how to be 

involved in prevention.  

This month, Lower Elwha Family Advocacy will be visiting several tribal buildings and busi-
nesses, and performing a ceremonial teal ribbon tying that denotes that location as a safe 

space. For more information, please see page 10 of this issue.  

And stop by the Cedar Box during the month of April for a teal Spritzer or Italian Soda! 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 



 Elwha News—April 2024                                                                                                     Page 3 

Wellness 
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Wellness 
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Wellness 

 



 Elwha News—April 2024                                                                                               Page  6 

Housing 
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Public Works 
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Mental Health 
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Mental Health 

All of our therapists are licensed in Washington State. We use culturally adapted best practices within an indi-

vidualized, strength-based relational recovery model. Some of our team’s training or certifications include: 

Psychodynamic Psychotherapy, EMDR, Group Therapy, Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavior Therapy, Cog-

nitive Processing, Relational Cultural Therapy, Mindfulness-Based/Stress Reduction, Play Therapy, Art Ther-

apy, Embodied Expressive Arts, and Family Systems  

Did You Know…? 

...Clinical mental health services may include:  

 Individual counseling for children, teens, and adults.  

 This can include treatment for trauma, depression, anxiety, behavior problems, and habit disorders, just 

to name a few.  

 Couples counseling  

 Family counseling  

 Co-occurring Disorders Treatment  

 Referrals out for Specialty Treatments  
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LEFA 

 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 

Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453;  

(360) 460-1745; (360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   

E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Dearest Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Community members and readers, 
Update:  

Please help me welcome Iliana Jones into LEFA - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program as she accepted 
a part-time Family Advocate and Community Outreach Specialist position. She transitioned from the 
Healthy Transitions Program.  Her direct supervisor is Becca Sampson-Weed. 

I canceled, “Parents in the Know” prevention class that scheduled March 4, 6, 11, 13, 18, 20, and 25 due 
to no participants.  However, I hope to open it up again in the near future. 

March was another busy month as staff working closely in scheduling and collaborating upcoming aware-
ness and in-person on-site training while and helping individuals who request assistance to be free 
from abusive relationship.   

Did you know? 
April is National Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  This year, instead of gathering for a walk of 

awareness, the LEFA and SART staff will be going to LEKT facilities to display or tie teal ribbons, which is sym-
bolize of Sexual Assault Awareness Month. If you want to join, call us or just show up at the following loca-
tions:   

Wednesday 04/03 – Social Services (9:00-10 AM); Elwha Heritage Center (11:00 am - 2:00 pm with 
mini resources and cultural craft activities)  

Thursday 04/04 – Tribal Center, Public Work, Elwha Housing Authority, and Justice Center (morning); 
House of Learning and Elwha Food Bank (1pm-2pm); Elwha River Casino (tentative); Culture Program (3:00-
4:30 PM) 

Friday 04/05 – Elwha Clinic/Klallam Counseling and Lower Elwha Food & Fuel (morning); Gathering 
Place/Veteran Center (3-4 pm) 

Thursday 04/18 (11:00 am02:00 pm) and Friday 04/19 (4:00 pm-7:00 pm) – Lower Elwha Food and 
Fuel Store with LEFA and SART resource table 

Monday 04/22 Earth Day & Sexual Assault Action, commemorate and appreciate Earth Day, we will 
be picking-up garbage (9:00am to 11:00 am) from Elwha River Casino to Tribal Center and giving seeds at 
Social Services (Noon-3:00 pm). 

 
 

This project was supported by Grant No. _ 15JOVW22GG3388TRIB_ awarded by the Office on Violence 
Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the U.S. Department of Justice." 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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LEFA 

Furthermore, this April 2024 marks the official 23rd anniversary of NSVRC's Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month.  However, sexual assault awareness and prevention has been going strong since as 
early as 1940’s, so much so when a, “Wide social activism around the issue of sexual assault continued 
into the 1970s, bringing with it support for survivors and heightened awareness.  The first rape crisis center 
was founded in San Francisco in 1971, the same city where the first U.S. Take Back the Night event was 
held seven years later.  The following decades mobilized survivors and advocates to call for legislation and 
funding that would support survivors, such as the Violence Against Women Act of 1993 (VAWA).” https://
www.nsvrc.org/saam/history.  Thank you very much to all of the brave and wise survivors and advocates 
before current advocates. 

Statistics suggest that victim of sexual assault – according to https://www.rainn.org/statistics/
victims-sexual-violence 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“On average, there are 463,634 victims (age 12 or older) of rape and sexual assault each year in the United 
States”. 
Some victims of sexual assault experienced some forms of stalking behavior activities. 

What is Stalking? According to https://victimconnect.org/learn/types-of-crime/stalking/, 
“stalking is a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a reasonable person to feel 
fear. It is a partner of behavior. It is often made up of individual acts that could, by themselves, seem 
harmless or noncriminal, but when taken in the context of a stalking situation, could constitute criminal 
acts.  Legal definitions of stalking differ depending on where you live; however, stalking is a crime under 
the laws of all 50 states, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Territories, and the Federal government.  Stalk-
ing is serious, often violent, and can escalate over time.” 

Examples of actions of stalking or behaviors of stalker: A person repeatedly calls your phone 
and/or hang-up calls, sends unwanted gifts, emails or texts, drives by your home or work often, damage 
your home, car, or other property, threaten to hurt you or your loved ones, and/or using technology to 
monitor of your whereabouts.  A stalker may also use a third party or common friends to relay messages 
to you. 

Whether you are a victim of stalking, domestic/dating violence, sexual assault, and/or sex traffick-
ing, when in doubt of your safety call us or let your trusted friend, family, or provider ’s know about your 
situation.  Remember, you are Not Alone!  

Emergency, Call 9-1-1 
Lower Elwha Family Advocacy: 360-565-7257 ext. 7453; 360-460-1745; 360-775-9346 (24/7) 
National DV hotline: 800-799-7233 (24/7) StrongHeart - Native Hotline: 1-844-7NATIVE (24/7) 
Mariposa House: 360-374-6411 (24/7) LEKT SART: 360-775-5029/360-461-3407 
Healthy Families: 360-452-HELP (24/7)   WomenSpirit Coalition: 360-681-3701 
VictimConnect Resource Center - Stalking victim: 1-855-4-VICTIM/84-2846 (M-F 9am -5pm ET). 

RAINN Hotline: 800.656.HOPE (4673) 
In Solidarity, 
Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEFA Program Manager/Victim Advocate 

https://www.nsvrc.org/saam/history
https://www.nsvrc.org/saam/history
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence
https://victimconnect.org/learn/types-of-crime/stalking/
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SART 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 

 



Elwha News—April 2024                                                                           Page 14 

Dental Clinic 
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Dental Clinic 
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Heritage Center 

Thank you to our special guest Toga Hertzog, and everyone who attended our  

apple strudel cooking class! It was a blast, and we hope to do this again soon. If you 

missed us last time, keep an eye out for sign-ups coming in the next few weeks! 
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Heritage Center 
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Library 
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Recreation 
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Recreation 
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Language & Culture Calendar 
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Language & Culture 



Elwha News—April 2024                                                                                                        Page 23 

Community News 

Happy Birthday Teva!!! 

I would like a Happy Birthday wish put out for my 
brother Alan D. Charles, The late Viola Cagey, My 

granddaughter Nevaeh Korsmo, My daughter Vanessa 
Goldsbury and my nephew in Lummi Josiah 

James.  Have an awesome day. I love you all! 

Happy "1st"  
Birthday  
Kailani Myla'Rose 
Williams 

Happy 11th birthday James—April 28th  
 

Happy belated birthday to Toogz for his 18th bday 

on 3/20 and Audrey for her 17th bday on march 23rd 
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LEPD 

Meet LEPD’s Community Resource Officer 

Hello everyone! 

For those who don’t know me, my name is Alex Hamrick. I grew up in Port Angeles.  I have 

been committed to the Lower Elwha Police Department and the Elwha community for almost 5 

years. 

I am a veteran, serving 6 years in the Army with a combat tour to Afghanistan.  

I have previously worked for 5 years at the Washington Department of Corrections and I am a 

member of their Emergency Response Team.  

I recently volunteered to be the LEKT Community Resource Officer for the department. I really 

enjoy being part of the Lower Elwha community, going to events, volunteering, and interacting 

with people. For me, community means family, friends, your school, your neighborhood, and 

where you feel safe.   

Just some of the things the department and myself would like to accomplish are:  

Organize a neighborhood watch 

Have a bike rodeo around summer time 

Community BBQ’s 

Drug awareness events for youth 

More involvement with House of Learning/ area schools 

Coffee with a Cop/Social events 

These are just some of the things we would like to do. I also want to know more of what the 

community would like to see.  

I  would like to thank everyone who took the time to come to the LEPD’s Community Questions 

event on February 28th. We also would like to do more events like that. We cannot get better as a 

department unless we know what concerns the community has. From talking to people not just in 

our community but in general one of the biggest complaints about policing is lack of transparen-

cy. I just want to let everyone know who came to the event on the 28th that any concerns that 

were brought up were documented and will be addressed accordingly.   

If anyone wants to reach out to me for ideas or 

concerns please do so. For example more light-

ing on certain streets and neighborhoods has 

been brought up. My email is 

alex.hamrick@elwha.org and my desk number is 

360-452-6759 EXT 2945. 

Again I look forward to seeing and hearing from 

everyone. Thank you all for letting me be part of 

this amazing community.  

Alex Hamrick     

mailto:alex.hamrick@elwha.org
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 LEPD 

 

2024 Service Record Feb 

911 Hang-Up 3 

Alarm/Alarm Check 3 

Animal Calls 1 

Boating Activity/Hunting 2 

Business Check 121 

Citizen Assist 8 

Citizen Contact/paperwork /service 5 

Community Oriented Policing 47 

Disturbance 1 

Follow Up 5 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 1 

Harrassment 1 

Littering 1 

Malicious Mischief 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 1 

Other Agency Assist 37 

Patrol Request 71 

Prisoner Transport 3 

Report of Open Door/Window 10 

Stone Garden 20 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 5 

Traffic Stops/Control/Emphasis/Hazard 30 

Trespass 3 

Violation of Court Order 1 

Vehicle Accidents 1 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 1 

Welfare Check 7 

 Warrant  Attempts/Arrests 2 

Total 392 



 Elwha News—April 2024                                                                     Page 26 

 

 

Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.7533 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 
Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

4/1 - 4/5 Spring Break 
4/1 - 4/5 TYP Conference 
4/2 First Time Home Buyer’s Workshop 
4/3 Teal Ribbon Tying Ceremony &  
 Resource Fair 
4/3 Research and Information Literacy Class 
4/3 Drum Group 
4/4 Klallam Krushers Family Softball  
 Tournament 
4/5 Family Dance Masquerade Ball 
4/10 Intro to MS Excel Class 
4/16 Elderberry Syrup Workshop 
4/17 Internet Safety For Parents Class 
4/19 Flagger’s Certification 
4/23 Drum Group 
4/24 Career Search Skills & Resume  
 Workshop 
4/28 Culture Crafts @ Heritage Center 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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