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Letter From the Co-Chair 

March 2024 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 

I know that I have missed a few monthly letters. I apologize. I have been very busy attending 
various meetings such as, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sub group meetings. These 
are Puget Sound Partnership leadership Council (PSPLC) meetings and Partnership/Tribal Co-
management Council (PTCC). EPA Regional Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC), EPA National 
Tribal Caucus (NTC). Fisheries meeting such as the International Pacific Halibut Commission 
(IPHC), Sockeye Tribal Caucus and co-manager meetings with the state, federal and interna-
tional, Fraser River Sockeye meetings and Geoduck Task Force meetings. I have also attended 
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission (NWIFC) meetings.  

I am proud that the 13 Treaty Tribes that harvest halibut stood together and maintained the 
1.65 million pounds for Area 2A. This area includes the Salish Sea Tribes, Washington, Oregon 
and northern California states. The tribes did most of the speaking to keep our quota the 
same as least year. I think the others rely on us tribes and our treaties. Alaska harvesters have 
more bycatch than we have in Area 2A. Their bycatch of halibut in other fisheries is approxi-
mately 6 million pounds.  

As I mentioned above we are in the new year of Pacific Fisheries Management Council activi-
ties. This involves agreeing to various fisheries, quotas and times to harvest. A very complicat-
ed process called North of Falcon (NoF). I think the non-Indians are looking out for them-
selves so they have something to harvest. It seems the tribes bear the burden of conservation 
every year. Things are getting better but we are running out of fish to harvest.  

The Western Washington Treaty Tribes just celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the US v 
Washington U.S. Federal Court Decision from 1974. We spent two days at the new Muck-
leshoot Casino and Resort. I was asked to speak about the damn dam removal project that 
we are involved with. It was an honor and privilege to speak about our accomplishments and 
issues. Frances also spoke about our tribe at this event. I am proud of our tribe and will con-
tinue to advocate and fight for us.  

As a tribe we need to eradicate our fentanyl crisis. I am sick and tired seeing and hearing 
about overdoses and all the other issues around fentanyl. You can see it all around our com-
munity. I have been advocating for tougher laws to fight this scourge. I have had it effect my 
family greatly! I think we need to exclude our tribal members who get charged and convicted 
for the use or sale of Fentanyl. We will keep them excluded until they receive successful treat-
ment. I also think excluded tribal members shouldn't get any benefits from the tribe until suc-
cessful treatment. As for non-Indians and others, we just exclude permanently. I hope I can 
rally support for this effort. We need to take action right now. Our future depends on us. 

I wanted to bring up our constitution again. I hope that the solution that I brought up some  
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time ago will resonate with our voters when the time comes. That is, make everyone on our 
rolls full blood Klallam. Our grandchildren will then become one quarter blood quantum. 
Then future generations can decide how they want to proceed. I just think that we do need a 
change to our constitution, not only enrollment but other issues and outdated thing to be 
taken out of it. Hopefully we as a council, will set some meeting dates to inform you about 
how the process works to vote and then the issues to vote on. I envision having two or three 
dinners to inform and answer questions. After that we let the Bureau of Indian Affairs know 
that we want a Special Election regarding our constitution. That will start a ninety day clock to 
get our voters registered and to get the registered voters to vote. I am sure that our lawyers 
and others will that that I described this process as simple and easy. The council and literally 
every other council I have been on, have tried to address our constitution. We did have a suc-
cessful vote but it didn't pass muster. A tribal member has to register for the Special Election 
and then over one half of the registered voters need to vote to make changes. This didn’t 
happen the last time. We did amend our constitution one time to allow eighteen year olds to 
vote and to be able to vote from anywhere. I am excited and anxious to get this started but 
again we need your assistance.  
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Food Bank 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Dental Clinic 

 



Elwha News—March 2024                                                                           Page 14 

Library 
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Library & Healing Court 

 

I’ve recently accepted the position of Healing Court Program Coordi-
nator/Court Clerk. I’ve been working for the Lower Elwha Klallam 
Tribe for 4+ years and I’m so excited for this new chapter to begin 
working with families and individuals who want to better their lives, 
it’s always been my passion. My job experience has been as a Youth 
Coordinator/Advocate for Healthy Transitions, Peer Pathfinder at 
Peninsula Behavioral Health, and Behavioral Health Technician at 
Specialty Services 2 treatment center.  

 

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Kerrie Morrison. 
I’m the daughter of Janet Elofson and Mark Elofson, and my father 
is Vernon Soeneke of Neah Bay. My children are Josiah Morrison 21, 
Cholena 19, Dakota 13, and Kayden 12. My children and I are enrolled in the 
Makah Tribe. When I’m not working I enjoy watching my kids play sports, 
exercising and working out, cultural activities, and hiking. 
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Another successful collaboration/partnership event completed! 

First, on behalf of our team organizers of Teen Dance “Night Under the stars - ƛč̕aʔáwə̕ɬ tə 

t̕iyaʔt̕áwsənaʔ” which was held February 14th, our sincerest appreciation to all involved, such as, but not 

limited to: Steven Middle School for allowing Jessica, Daryl and myself go to school and invited the stu-

dents, to parents and guardians for trusting us with their kids, to about 110 precious middle students for 

responding our invitation, and to all staff involved, volunteers and donors.  We did it together! 

Message from Jessica Guthrie, Victim Services Program Manager/SART Coordinator, “I just want to 

give a huge thank you to gym staff, community members who donated items or their time and to Beatriz’s 

program and Healthy Families for teaming up with me to put on this amazing dance! 110 middle schoolers 

was a huge turn out and I hope to see more of these positive events in the future here at Elwha.” 

Furthermore, I would like to extend absolute gratitude by acknowledging individuals/departments’ 

contributions to this teen dance/awareness:  

 Honorable Business Community Council for supporting our efforts behind-the- scene 

 LEKT Community Liaison Nancy Hamilton – team, revised flyer and multi support 

 Grant Director Arlene Wheeler – team, named the theme 

 Entire Social Services staff lead by Becca Weed-Sampson – full support and permission (special thanks 

TANF Case Manager Kelsie Gish – team, in charge of promotion order and decoration, Elder Program 

Coordinator Samantha Acosta – team, in charge of raffle donations, Healthy Transition and Transition-

ing to Family Advocacy and Victim Services Iliana Jones – team, multi tasks, Healthy Transition Case 

Advocate Keeoma Messenger – team, multi tasks and volunteer, and SS Administrative Assistant Julie 

Helgeson – programmatic and finance matters, HAF Clinical Supervisor Sandra Stokes  - multi task/

volunteer, TANF Case Manager Becky Charles – team planning, Elwha Food Bank Coordinator Dorene 

Charles) 

 Police Dept. lead by Chief White and Lieutenant Thompson (special thanks to Officer Hamerick, Cor-

poral LaTourette, and Officer Hesler  - securing the event; Office Manager Rachel Johnson) 

 Recreation Staff lead by Jason Wheeler (Cheyenne and Jared - tremendous work and support, planning, 

set up/cleaned up and emcee). 

 Victim Services Program Manager/SART Coordinator Jessica Guthrie – team planning, partner, and do-

nors 

 Culture Program and Education (Edu Director Jessica Egnew – team planning, Harmony Arakawa – 

planner, volunteer, and translated theme name into Klallam language and Jonathan Arakawa – 1st 

stage planning)  

 Healthy Families of Clallam County DV/SA Advocate and Prevention Daryl Trowbridge – multi tasks, 

including but not limited to, team partner, planning, outreach, presenter, helped in dining hall and 

gym, and cleaned up. 
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 Volunteers: Nancy Johnson – Thank you very much for your multi donations and for cooking the spa-

ghetti we served; Kerrie Morrison – helped in gym; Jessica Guthrie’s family – multi tasks; Iliana Jones 

family – multi tasks; and others that I may have missed. 

 DONORS:  

Elwha Food Bank - huge chunk of the food;  

A few anonymous donors donated money towards the soda and seasonings 

Evergreen Meats - 10 pounds of hamburger meat 

KCS - $100 = different gift cards 

Jessica Egnew - $24.99 Xbox G.G 

Mix It Shack - $50 

Rebel - $10 

Kerri’s Cookies Boxes – 4 boxes of cookies 

The dough dutehess – 3 dozen cookies 

Serene Moments – basket (a variety of items) 

Autumn Clark– 2 baskets of crystals 

Samantha Acosta – men’s body spray 

Blue-Arakawa family – varieties of food 

Jessica Guthrie and family – cup cakes and other volunteer needs 

 Kelsie Gish and her sister - Created and designed promotion items logo;  

Finally, deepest gratitude and my hands goes up to the bereaved Johnson Family for giving us full bless-

ings to proceed with Teen Dance Awareness event.  Condolences to you! 
 

Sincerely yours, 

Beatriz Arakawa, Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program  

Teen Dance Team 
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Happy Birthday to my hus-

band Mark Elofson on March 

2nd. He has also been invited 

to go bowl the us open 

championship in Las Vegas, 

NV on March 10-13th. 

Good luck Mark!! We’re so 

proud of you. 

Love, Janet, kids and grand-

kids 

Keep an eye on Camp Crier for  
details and more information!!  
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Enterprise 
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2024 Service Record Jan 

911 Hang-Up 4 

Alarm/Alarm Check 2 

Animal Calls 3 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 119 

Citizen Assist 5 

Citizen Contact/paperwork /service 9 

Civil 6 

Community Oriented Policing 20 

Courtesy Transport 4 

Disabled Vehicle 3 

Disturbance 6 

Drug Violation 1 

Eluding 1 

Follow Up 5 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 3 

Fraud 1 

Frequent Patrol Request 67 

Junk Vehicle 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 4 

Other Agency Assist 29 

Prisoner Transport 6 

Report of Open Door/Window 7 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 3 

Theft 2 

Traffic Stops/Control/Emphasis/
Hazard 10 

Trespass 1 

Violation of Court Order 3 

Vehicle Accidents 2 

Welfare Check 1 

 Warrant  Attempts/Arrests 5 

Total 334 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.7533 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 
Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

3/4 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/6 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/6 Internet Safety for Parents Class 
3/9 Billy Frank Jr Day 
3/11 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/13 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/13 Intro to MS Excel Class 
3/18 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/20 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/20 Research and Information Literacy 
 Class 
3/25 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/27 Parents in the Know Prevention Class 
3/27 Career Search Skills & Resume  
 Workshop 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 
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ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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