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B u s i n e s s  N a m e  

čʔéʔɬx̣ʷaʔ syə́cəm 

            L OW E R  E LW H A  K L A L L A M  T R I B E  

Thank you to Aleilah Lawson, 

Samantha Acosta, and every-

one who attended our Elder-

berry Syrup workshop!  Stay 

tuned for more Wellness Work-

shops at the Heritage Center.  

(Pg 14) 



Elwha News—February 2024                                                                                                       Page 2 

Tribal Operations Officer Update 
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Tribal Operations Officer Update 

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 
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Strategic Plan Community Summary 
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Strategic Plan Community Summary 
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Health Department 
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Health Department & Dental Clinic 
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Wellness 
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Leap Into Wellness Event 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Food Bank 
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Heritage Center 
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Heritage Center 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Library 
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Language & Culture 
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Language & Culture 

Join Rebecca Robideau and 

Meika Hall to learn every-

thing you need to know 

about buying your first home.  

Presented By: 
 

Elwha Klallam  

Heritage Center 

Thursday, February 15th 

5pm—7pm 

First-Time Home 

Buyers Workshop 
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Housing 
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In Memoriam—Serena Antioquia 
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In Memoriam—Serena Antioquia  

Serena, Mom, Gram, Sister, Aunty 

Serena was born in Tulalip, Washington on March 20th, 1939. Her Mother was LaVerne 

Ulmer Hepfer, and her father was James Logan Jr., from the Siletz Tribe. Serena spent her 

first years with her Grand Aunt Lucy, who was her mom’s Aunt, as her mom was working 

in Seattle. Serena’s first language was Makah, until she started going to school in Seattle at 

age 5. Her Mom stopped talking to her in Makah and told her because she wanted her to do 

well in school. 

Serena began sewing at the young age of 12 while in school in home economics class. From 

that time on sewing was a way of life for Serena. It brought her great joy when she began 

teaching regalia classes in 1970 at the Seattle Indian Center on Saturdays to the young 

Native Women who came to learn how to build their regalia for dancing in pow-wows, and 

other significant ceremonies that are completed by their people. Serena and her sister Gar-

net taught regalia for many years here at Elwha, and had much fun doing this together.  

She also supported the tribal dance group and made many dresses when getting the call. 

She had fun and silly times going to sell her works with her daughter Demeree.  She and her youngest daughter Lola 

went to the Bella Bella Canoe Journey together. She felt that the Journeys provided the cultural revival that all tribal 

communities needed, and felt her Native Pride beaming in her soul when she returned from the journey that year. One of 

her favorite memories was a trip to New York City/Washington D.C. with the Elders which she coordinated. The trip in-

cluded a visit to Fenway Park, and many elders shared that they felt it was a trip of a 

lifetime. Another occupation that she enjoyed was when she worked on the construction 

of the Clallam Bay Prison with her cousin, Cindy Castenada.  

Serena also mentored many young Artists in here lifetime, because she wanted everyone 

to practice their culture. She valued anyone who wanted to learn and  practice their cul-

ture by various means.  She always encouraged this to people by supporting them in 

differing ways, and helping them in any way she could. 

Serena became the representative of the Tribe on the Small Tribes organization of West-

ern Washington, and came to be the Chair of the Board for this organization. She trav-

eled to Washington D.C. to represent the organization, and seeked assistance for all the 

Tribes.  She also served on the Point No Point Board of Directors, and was not afraid to 

disagree sometimes. On one such disagreement to change her vote, the other Klallam 

Chairs were disappointed but she refused to support negotiating with the Lummi Tribe. 

So negotiation did not proceed, and in a few months time, the Klallam Tribes won the 

initial lawsuit to keep the Lummi Tribe out of the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  She also served  on the Northwest Indian Fish 

Commission as a Commissioner for the Tribe. She was a strong advocate of our Treaty Rights, and participated for years 

as a fisher-woman in our rivers and bays. She purchased the “Elwha Lady,” and began to gillnet on saltwater in this bow-

picker.  She sometimes had a low-tolerance with the biologist of PNP, and would tell them that “paperfish,” were not 

worth much when they would try and talk to her about the “Fish Models,”.  She loved fishing and worked to teach her 

children how to fish. She never quite looked at drifting the same way after she had attempted to teach her daughter Rena, 

and son Joe how to drift for Coho on the Elwha River. 

Ultimately, Serena loved her children and was for them, their rock of stabil-

ity. She always encouraged each one to pursue new interests, and their com-

pletion of goals. She loved, loved, loved her grandchildren, and enjoyed going 

out to “play” with them. She was also supportive of her kids, and grandkids 

sports events and went to cheer them on when she could.  

Forever the education advocate to all people, Serena encouraged all to go 

school.  She completed her bachelor’s degree from Evergreen State College 

Reservation Based Program at the age of 64. She kindly reminded us that it 

did not matter your age, but that you completed your program. 
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Enterprise 
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 LEPD 

 

2023 Service Record for L & O Dec. 

911 Hang-Up 6 

Alarm/Alarm Check 2 

Animal Calls 6 

Assault 1 

Business Check 136 

Citizen Assist 6 

Citizen Contact 2 

Civil 7 

Code Enforcement 2 

Community Oriented Policing 8 

Disabled Vehicle 1 

Disturbance 2 

Drug Violation 2 

DUI 1 

DV 1 

Follow Up 13 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 1 

Frequent Patrol Request 53 

Harrassment 3 

Malicious Mischief 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 2 

Noise Complaint 3 

Other Agency Assist 20 

Overdose 1 

Prisoner Transport 2 

Prowler/Vehicle Prowler 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 11 

Sex Offense/Monitor  1 

Stone Garden 2 

Suicide/Suicidal 1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 3 

Theft 2 

Traffic Stops 27 

Violation of Court Order 1 

Vehicle Accidents 3 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 1 

Welfare Check 4 

 Warrant  Attempts/Arrests 6 

Total 345 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.7533 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 
Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

2/2 Traffic Safety & Flagger’s Certification 
2/7 Intro to MS PowerPoint Class 
2/12 Teacher In-Service Day 
2/13 Winter Care Workshop 
2/14 Valentine’s Day 
2/14 Intro to Google Docs/Drive Class 
2/19 President’s Day 
2/20 Head Start Family Night 
2/21 Internet Safety For Parents Class 
2/22 Leap Into Wellness Event 
2/28 Using Email Class 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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