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B u s i n e s s  N a m e  

čʔéʔɬx̣ʷaʔ syə́cəm 

            L OW E R  E LW H A  K L A L L A M  T R I B E  

Chairwoman Frances Charles was honored  with the Ecotrust Indigenous Leader-

ship Award, Wednesday October 18th. 

“Guided by Indigenous values, elders, and cultures, the 2023 Indigenous Leadership Awardees are 

diligently working to ensure healthy, safe, and vibrant futures for tribal communities and home-

lands. Their unshakeable commitment and impact on a wide range of issues and needs are deeply 

meaningful. Ecotrust is honored to recognize them and their humble dedication.”  
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Letter From the Co-Chair 

 December 2023 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community Members, 

 

I hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving! The tribe handed out a turkey, razor clams from 
the Quinault Pride Seafood, fish, vegetables and a one hundred dollar check. Now, Merry 
Christmas is in order. It is that time of year again. This year went by so fast. I don’t know 
where it went. We have been busy here at the council table all year. 

I usually don’t use my  newsletter submission to brag, but here goes. What a month October 
was! My Grandson Kason Albaugh went to Washington Stae High School Football Champion-
ship Series. I was honored to witness two games in that series. I am so proud of Kason and 
what he has accomplished. Stay the Course Grandson. Another grandson, Myles Cayenne 
won District Baseball Championship out of Chehalis. Still two more, Jeremiah Reynolds and 
Ely King played youth football out of Sequim. That’s it for bragging rights. Thank you 

We finally got to go fishing in the Elwha River after eleven years. YaHoo!!!! I didn’t even try to 
sport fish. If my life depended on me catching a fish with a sport pole I wouldn’t make it. I 
don’t have the patience to catch one fish at a time. I am glad that so many went out and tried 
it. It sounded like a learning curve. Our Tribal Members are smart and resilient. They figured 
out how to do it. Altogether, I think we caught 205 Coho salmon. That was so much fun. I 
hope that we can do it again. This time I think we need to get in the river a little earlier as the 
run had got by us in October. Regardless, I am proud that we finally got to fish our river again. 

I hope that you noticed all the culverts being replaced along our highways. This construction 
is because of the Salish Sea, Puget Sound Tribes suing the State of Washington over the fish 
blocking culverts along state highways. I have to smile and be patient whenever I get delayed 
along the highway because it is our fault. I am proud of us tribes because the fish may have a 
better chance once the culverts are fixed. Although there are more culverts to be dealt with. 
Such as county, city and federal culverts. 

There is a newly discovered obstacle our salmon have to deal with now. It is a more serious 
one to me. I’ve been speaking about the tire dust issue called 6ppd. This chemical is found in 
tires and helps prevent or slows down degradation to the tire. When exposed to the ozone it 
turns into 6ppd-q. This is the tire dust also caused from degradation and friction. The tire dust 
is on the roadway and when it rains, flows down in the storm water drains. We know where 
that goes next… into the streams and rivers that support our salmon. This chemical has been 
found to kill Coho salmon almost instantaneously. It kills from small fry to adult Coho salmon. 
This is a serious problem along the I-5 corridor. Not so much on the peninsula but it is still 
here.  I have been speaking about this issue because we need to protect our salmon. When 
the adults swim by here to go home and spawn, we need the opportunity to catch them. 
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There are resolutions to stop this newly discovered poison to our salmon. The most obvious 
of them is to outright ban the chemical. Alternative chemicals would also help. Although we 
would have to be sure the alternative chemical isn’t as bad as or worse than the current one. 
Storm water gardens have been found to be effective to separate out 6ppd-q from the water 
before it hits our streams.  

This issue cam to me via the Nisqually Tribe because I am on the National Tribal Toxics Council 
(NTTC). I became a member through my work on Water Quality issues and the Fish Consump-
tion Rate. This led to the Region 10 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) and my seat from 
there to the National Tribal Caucus (NTC). These are all sub groups of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). This issue is now being discussed nationwide as scientist have found 
that it is killing trout also. Hopefully the EPA with all its authorities will do something about 
this chemical before it is too late. 

All of the fishery negotiations are starting up. Halibut will 
come first in January, Pacific Fisheries Management Council 
starts in January also. That runs through April. Shellfish is 
ongoing but I have told you about that a number of times. 
It involves a lot of meetings and travel. 

I want to thank my family Nyle and my wife Jamie for allow-
ing me to do all the work and travel necessary to make sure 
Lower Elwha Tribe has opportunity to fish. Without salmon 
we won’t have a treaty so all my work I feel is very im-
portant. 

I also want to thank you for trusting me to do all the work I 
do for you and our environment. It is truly an honor. I do 
not take my elections for granted. I feel that I have to work 
honorably and hard to keep my position and do that to the 
best of my ability. Thank you. 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 
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Wellness 
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Wellness 
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Salmon, Cedar, Rock & Rain 

2 Lower Elwha Tribal members, Jamie Valadez and Wendy Sampson, are featured au-
thors in the new book Salmon Cedar Rock & Rain. The book release held at the Port 
Angeles North Olympic Library on Friday 10/20 was an amazing success. The Carver 

room was full to capacity, with community members watching through the doors and 
windows. Each author spoke, took questions from the audience and signed books for 
excited attendees. It was a wonderful evening, full of pride and hope for a shared fu-

ture where we can work together to preserve the natural beauty of our beautiful 
home, while still respecting and honoring Indigenous treaty right, views and beliefs.  

 

In Salmon, Cedar, Rock & Rain, Tim McNulty explores the Olympic Peninsula’s com-
plex--and ongoing--story of development, conservation, restoration, and cultural her-
itage, while writers from the Lower Elwha Klallam, Jamestown S’Klallam, Port Gamble 
S’Klallam, Makah Tribe, and Quinault Indian Nation share some of their own history, 

stories, and perspectives. 
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Halloween 2023 
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Holiday Bazaar 
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Holiday Activities 



 Elwha News—December 2023                                                                         Page  13 

Holiday Activities 
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Food Bank 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Language & Culture 
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Language & Culture 

 



Elwha News—December 2023                                                                          Page 18 

Recreation Calendar 
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Library 
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Natural Resources 
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Natural Resources 

A huge thank you to James Beasley of Wicked fishing!  

Port Angeles local owner of Wicked Fishing Lures, James Beasley, volunteered his time and 

donated tackle boxes filled with Wicked Lures to encourage tribal youth to get out fishing. 

He instructed tribal members on how to fish Wicked Lures and casting techniques to be the 

most successful fishing. We would like to raise our hands to James! Also thank you to every-

one who came out to participate. Hopefully we will have many more events to come!  
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LEFA 

 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-
1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   
E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Dearest Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Community members and readers, 

October was one of my busy months to send November newsletter. However, I still want to send 
my sincerest appreciation to everyone who participated and those who worked so hard to make the com-
memoration of October National Domestic Violence Awareness Month walk, “No One Walks Alone’: 
ʔáwənə húʔiʔs ʔəɬ šət́əŋ̕” which was held Wednesday, October 18th at Tribal Center.  

 I want to especially acknowledge the following: Social Services (Becca SW, Director – continuing 
support of the staff, Kelsie G, co-organizer, ordered promotional items, created certifications, assisted in 
the gym prepation, arranged transportation from and Upper Elwha, monitored food and water in the River 
Casino, walked with family, and made some posters, Brad H - co-organizer, managed silhouettes, helped 
prep/cleaned up the gym, walked with daughter, named the theme of the event, Iliana J – co-organizer and 
searched for statistics and fatalities, Janet E - mailouts, Kerrie M, Keeoma M, and Tessa V - co-organizer, 
decorating, made posters, walked with families and more, Julie H, Jeremy A, Samantha A, Sateva H, Vashti 
W, Autumn C, and Becky C – provided support whenever needed and walked with families); Recreation 
(Jason W – co-organizer, Jared M, and Cheyenene W – prepared, monitored and cleaned up the gym), Law 
Enforcement (Chief Sam W, Rachelle J, and Jessica G – co-organizers and walked w/ families, Glen R, Alex 
Hamrick, and Daniel LaTourette escorted the walk and transported couple elders, Sergeant Jimmy T – also 
participated, Detavius W, Phil C, and Nekoda W). EPD donated water bottles.  The EPD surprised me with a 
plague of appreciation of years of services – Thank you very much! Justice Center - attorney Diane C; Chief 
Executive Office - Tia S and Nancy H –co-organizer, Clinic – Klallam Counseling and Mental Health - Sandra 
S, Roxy C, and Roxy P, Natural Resource - Gordon C – Elwha Shuttle Driver; Education and Culture - Jessica 
E, Harmony A (donated cedar roses), and Jonathan A – co-organizers, Mariah F, Karrin F, Charmaine W, 
Maurice R, and Ashley P); Elwha River Casino - Rena B – co-organizer, Randy G, Elaina B, Joseph B, and the 
cook; thank you so much for donating delicious food; Elwha Food and Fuel Store for posting our flyer; Dylan 
G – Jamestown Tribe community members, donated ribbons and took photos; Gayla J - WomenSpirit Coali-
tion, Beverly L - Mariposa House, Daryl T - Healthy Families; I cannot thank you enough Elwha Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force Team, Elwha staff and members, neighboring communities Erick 
Johnson Sr. that took pictures that extended their time and energy for the success of this event.   

In addition, my heartfelt gratitude to Business Council for your unwavering support of our aware-
ness activity even when you were not present. The awareness walk was scheduled at the same time Chair-
woman Frances Charles received her Ecotrust Indigenous Leadership Award in Portland.  Congratulation 
Chairwoman Frances Charles!   

Furthermore, through many years of working for the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, I am blessed with 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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magnificent and passionate people. They had and have mentored me, assisted me, co-developed and 
organized many community activities with me. In so, in October 18th, I have honored some of them with cer-
tification of appreciation because I honestly could not accomplished many educational information, out-
reach, trainings, family nights, and direct services if I did not have partners, collaborators, and corroborators, 
like the following: Business Committee: Frances Charles - LEKT Business Committee Chairwoman, Russell 
Hepfer - LEKT Business Committee Vice-Chairman, Melissa Gilman - LEKT Business Committee Secretary and 
Treasurer, Anthony Charles - LEKT Business Committee Council Member, Steve Robideau - LEKT Business 
Committee Council Member; Executive Office: Tonya Green, Tia Skerbeck, Keri E, Elaine M, and Nancy H; Jus-
tice Center and Police Dept: Attorney Cabrera, Rachel J., Chief Sam White, Sergeant J. Thompson, LEKT Law 
Enforcement, and 

Jessica G; Arlene W at Grant Writer dept; Childcare/Preschool: Lola M; Housing Authority: Jennifer H; 
Recreation Department: Jason W, Jared M, and Cheyenne W; Social Services Department: Becca S-W, Ja-
net E, Becky C, Tammie S, Kelsie G, Julie H, Tessa V, Vashti W, Sateva H, Autumn C, Samantha A, Jeremy A, 
Nicole V, Chrissi D, Jim A, and Dorene C; Healthy Transition: Iliana, Kerrie, Taylor, Keeoma, Brad, and Sandra; 
Information Technology – IT: Ken G, Steven H, Beau G, and Paul G; Elwha River Casino: Rena B, Randy G, 
and Joseph B; Education and Culture/Language Program: Wendy S, Ashley P, Jonathan A, Harmony A, Karrin 
F, Mariah F, and Jessica E; WomenSpirit Coalition; Elwha Finance Department; LEKT Health Clinic Depart-
ment: Stormy H, Becky S, Luana A, and Emma B; Healthy Families of Clallam County: Leslie B and Daryl T; 
Queluitte New Beginning; Mariposa House or Forks Abuse Program: Beverly L and Ann S; Peninsula Daily 
News; Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe: Dylan Godsey; Maintenance Department: Warren S, Sky A, Garnet C, 
Levi C, Lani C, Phelix M, and Aaron K; other volunteers: Ellen F, Sheryl CW, Lori A, and Dawn S.  I highly ap-
preciated all of you! 

The 5th Annual Tribal Program Summit in Jacksonville, Florida 9/25-27/2023 (left to right: Victoria Ybanes - Executive Director of Red Wind 
Consulting and Host of the summit; Martha Tommie – Seminole Tribe did open and closing prayer; Gene Tagaban - Native Wellness Institute 
“The power of story” 

10/17th North Olympic Library - DV Awareness Documentary screening exhibit reception; photos are from Sarah Marrison, Librarian – North 
Olympic Library System 
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10/18th Clallam County Job Fair: Jeremy & Beatriz        10/18 DV Awareness “No One Walks Alone -  

ʔáwənə húʔiʔs ʔəɬ šə́təŋ̕”  

When in doubt of your safety due to domestic/dating violence, sexual assault, stalking or other crimes, 
call us.  You can reach us 24/7 hours. Emergency? Call 9-1-1 
Lower Elwha Family Advocacy: 360-565-7257 ext. 7453; 360-460-1745 or 360-775-9346 
National DV hotline: 800-799-7233  StrongHeart - Native Hotline: 1-844-7NATIVE 
Mariposa House: 360-374-6411  Crime Victim Advocate: 360-775-5029 
Healthy Families: 360-452-HELP     WomenSpirit Coalition: 360-681-3701 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all of you! 
Respectfully, Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEA Program Manager and Victim Advocate    
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Community News 

 

 

Happy birthday sis-

ter! Hope you have 

the bestest day. You 

deserve it!  Love 

Teva and Zoe Zoe.  

Congratulations to our boys.  
7-0 that’s right the Port Angeles 8U Future 
Riders are 2023 Champions. 
Kameron Tinoco # 31 & Tydus Woods # 8. 
A huge shout out to Coach Lil E, Coach Laz, 
Coach Woods & Coach Pasqua. Thank you to 
these boys for all the hard work and dedica-
tion you put into the game. 
Parents thank you for your 
support. 
Congratulations Kameron & 
Tydus 
Love always  
Grandma Dorene 
Auntie Dorene 
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Chief Sam White was appointed to Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) Ex-

ecutive Board in the early part of COVID.  Chief White is the first and only Native American to ever 

serve on the WASPC Executive Board.  While Chief White was serving as a WASPC Board Member in 

2022, Washington State Attorney General’s Office (AGO) under Bob Ferguson created the Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Peoples (MMIWP) Taskforce.  Chief White was nominated to repre-

sent WASPC on the MMIWP Taskforce.  During the initial foundation of the MMIWP Taskforce meet-

ing, Chief White was nominated to the executive board and to Co-Chair the MMIWP sub-committee 

Criminal Justice and Public Safety.  The MMIWP meetings were hard work, long and often.  The task 

force was able to see the WSP Alert bill go through, the creation of the MMIWP Cold Case Unit legisla-

tion be approved and more legislation will go to Washington State Senate for approval to improve the 

States responsibility to our missing and murdered love ones. 

The AGO hosted its second MMIWP Taskforce Summit this last November 1 and 2, 2023.  During this 

Summit, Chief White sat on a panel with WASPC Executive Director Steve Strachan, FBI Special Agent 

in Charge Rick Collodi, FBI Seattle Office Kelly Smith, Washington State Patrol Tribal Liaison Dawn Pul-

len, and Rich Barker, Assistant U.S. Attorney, United States Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District 

of Washington.  During this even Washington State Senator Manka Dhingra asked the panel question 

around the area of Jurisdiction and how it hinders the MMIWP response, investigations and end re-

sults.  The main people in the audience where fami-

ly survivors of MMIWP.   

Patricia Whitefoot is a MMIWP Family survivor and 

one of the original grass roots driving forces in the 

MMIWP movement at the Federal and State Level 

serving on both the Federal and State MMIWP 

Taskforces.  Patricia Whitefoot is a Yakama Tribal 

member.  Patricia Whitefoot and her family hon-

ored Chief White and the work he has done on the 

MMIWP Taskforce after the panel with a ribbon 

shirt that she made.    

Chief White continues to serve on the WASPC Exec-

utive Board and the AGO’s MMIWP Taskforce 

along with his regular duties a Chief of Police.  

Chief White is also working in a workgroup with 

many Washington State Tribes, Senator Dhingra 

and House Representative Debra Lekanoff on a 

Tribal Warrants bill that will hopefully go through 

this short legislative session. 
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2023 Service Record for L & O OCT 

911 Hang-Up 2 

Abandoned Vehicle 1 

Alarm/Alarm Check 3 

Animal Calls 2 

Business Check 118 

Citizen Assist 9 

Citizen Contact 2 

Civil 6 

Code Enforcement 1 

Community Oriented Policing 14 

CPS/APS 1 

Disturbance 2 

Eluding 1 

Follow Up 5 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 1 

Fraud 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 49 

Harassment 2 

Junk Vehicle 2 

Malicious Mischief 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 3 

Other Agency Assist 3 

Parking Complaint 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 8 

Sex Offense/Monitor  2 

Stone Garden 7 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 7 

Theft 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 33 

Traffic Stops 6 

Trespass 6 

Vehicle Accidents 8 

Welfare Check 3 

Total 312 

The police department would like to congratulate and wel-

come back River Bower. River was hired by the depart-

ment earlier this year. Prior to joining the Lower Elwha Po-

lice Department River served in the Navy for 7 years from 

2016-2023. River left to attend the Basic Police Officer 

Training Program at the Federal Law Enforcement Center 

in Artesia, New Mexico in July. The program is 13 weeks, 

and he was set to graduate October 6th, but the class was 

held up a week because of a Covid-19 outbreak. River 

graduated October 12th. After he came back home he was 

given some well-deserved time off to relax and spend time 

with his family. River returned to work on November 5th 

and began his field training with Sgt. Grimes. We expect 

River to complete field training and be out on patrol on his 

own in February. 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.7533 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7257                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 
Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

12/3 Volleyball Tournament 
12/6 Intro to MS Word 
12/8 - 12/9 Holiday Bazaar 
12/10 PA Rams Home Game 
12/12 House of Learning Christmas Concert 
12/13 Information Literacy 
12/20 Intro to MS Excel 
12/22 Winter Ball Family Dance 
12/25 Christmas Day 
12/31 New Years Eve 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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