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Letter From the Co-Chair 

 October 2023
  

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 
 October is already upon us. Halloween is near. Of course we have Columbus Day upon 
us also. We don’t celebrate that day. We turned it into Indigenous Day. I like what former Sen-
ator Ben Nighthorse Campbell said about Columbus. Ben Nighthorse Campbell is an Air Force 
Veteran. He said something like, “I can say for all Native American Veterans, We are happy 
Columbus wasn’t looking for Turkey!” Indian humor for sure.  
 I wanted to encourage our membership and community to use our food bank more. 
Right now it is used by our outside community more than our people use it. The Elwha Food 
Bank has quality food and it is very easy to access. Not many questions about you or your 
family. I think we just want to know how many people in your residence. Anyway… check it 
out. 

Elwha Tribe applied for a grant that will bring more food to us.  Funding that can be 
used for seafood, elk, deer and other traditional foods. This will be separate from our food 
bank and just for our community. I don’t know when we will actually have the funding but I 
know that it has been awarded.  When we have give more details, I will be sure to share.  

There has been much news about the Place Road Clear Cut. Our Council and staff have 
looked into this cut. We feel that it will not affect the Elwha River and the restoration efforts 
that have taken place. Personally, I don’t want any trees cut near our river. Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources has done everything by the book. Meaning that they fol-
lowed the law. The only way Elwha Tribe could stop it is by changing the law. Now… Elwha 
Tribe did have a hand in stopping the proposed gravel pit a few years back. I am proud of 
that. I know we have some members that think we could stop the cut. We evaluated the situ-
ation and came to the conclusion not to engage. We will make sure they do follow the law 
and monitor.  

By the time you read this letter we will have more funding available at the transfer sta-
tion in Port Angeles for free dumping. This is a very expensive benefit for our members but 
Elwha Council feels it is necessary. There are always members and outsiders that take ad-
vantage of this free dump. For example, some have given or loaned their Tribal I. D. to outsid-
ers for them to dump free. When we find out about this activity, we take that individuals ben-
efit away. We have stopped the commercial use and the dumping of engines and boats. It is 
supposed to be for household garbage.  

This month we start our first fishery in the Elwha River. YaHoo!!!! It is a very exciting 
time and I will report out on how it goes in my next letter. I know we will be successful and 
our fishers will have a fair shot at taking home Coho Salmon. It has been eleven long years 
since we have had nets in the water. Although I do not participate in hook and line fishery, 
mostly because I am not good at it! I am excited to have our fishers on the river with fishing  



 Elwha News—October 2023                                                                                                    Page 3 

Letter From the Co-Chair 

fishing poles also. We have been very patient waiting for our opportunity to renew our fish-
ery and traditions on the river.  

We just finished up with our Budget Retreat. We have to tighten up a little bit. I think 
we are in a good place. We haven’t finalized anything yet but we are getting closer. Our budg-
et process is time consuming. Council and lead staff have been working diligently to get it 
done. Thank you Tonya Greene, Froilan and Company. These years I don’t have a dark and 
gloomy outlook towards budget work. The ominous cloud isn’t hanging over my head any-
more. I actually look forward to spending time on our budget. Full council and lead staff are 
present. We discuss what our needs are and plan to achieve them. Of course, the Strategic 
Plan is always in the front of my mind when I think about our budget.  

Elwha Council and staff visited our US Coast Guard Station Port Angeles recently. USCG 
is wanting to deal with bank erosion that is taking away the spit and potentially some build-
ings at the station. They want to use rip rap and we want to discuss use a more natural pro-
tection such as logs. They are willing to listen to us as we do have rights out there and Gov-
ernment to Government laws. I think we can work together.  

Thank you again for taking the time to read my letter. I will be back with another one 
next month.  
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 COVID 2023-2024 Vaccine 

By the time you read this, the new COVID vaccine should be out! Call your health provider to 

schedule your 2023-2024 COVID shot.  

 

$250 for 2023-2024 COVID Vaccines! 

The COVID vaccine support program has increased the amount for the 2023-2024 COVID vac-

cines. Adults can now receive $250 check for their vaccine, and youth receive $150 Walmart 

gift card.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lower Elwha Camp Crier Mobile App 
We are excited to announce the launch of our Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Camp Crier app! 

Please visit the app store/Google Play store to download the app and begin to receive up-

dates on news, announcements, and community happenings. 

 

Air Quality Monitoring 

Our air quality monitors are integrated into the Camp Crier app and 

programmed to send alerts via Camp Crier to notify the community 

of extended periods of poor air quality. For real-time air quality visit 

www.purpleair.com, or scan the QR code. 

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

Youth online form 

found by scanning 

the QR code 

Adults online form 

found by scanning 

the QR code 

http://www.purpleair.com
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Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-
1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   
E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Dearest Tribal Members and Readers, 
 

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  What does this means?  
“October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM). During DVAM, victim ad-

vocates, allied professionals, survivors of abuse, their loved ones, and the surrounding com-
munity come together to mourn the lives lost to domestic violence, celebrate the progress that 
has been made to end this epidemic, and connect with others working to create change. This 
tip sheet provides suggestions on what individuals and organizations can do to help raise 
awareness of domestic violence using the hashtag #1Thing to demonstrate that everyone can 
play a role in bringing about change”.   

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofvps/fact-sheet/october-domestic-violence-awareness-month 
This year, the Elwha community, we will be commemorating the National DV Aware-

ness or the domestic violence awareness walk, “No One Walks Alone’: ʔáwənə húʔiʔs ʔəɬ 
šə́təŋ̕” on Wednesday, October 18th at 4 pm from Tribal Center to River Casino and back.  
But if it rains, we will be staying in the Tribal Gym.  Please join us as family, friends, and 
neighbors. Bring your drums, songs and stories as there will be opened sharing, food, and sil-
houettes exhibit.  Heartfelt gratitude to Elwha Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Task 
Force Team/Supporters for continuing partnerships. If you would like to volunteer into this 
event or have any questions, please contact the Elwha Social Services at 360-565-7257 or 
Beatriz at 360-460-1745. 

 
Types and example of domestic violence/abuse: From Power and Control Wheel 
Physical – Coercion, threats, intimidation, push, sexual violence/abuse, kill, destroy-

ing things, and /or abuse pet  
Emotional –  name calling, humiliating victim 
Financial – not allowing partner to get a job, have no access to family income 
Social – controlling and limiting victim whereabouts and what she does 
Psychological – blaming, minimizing and denying victim 
“Parent in the know” – prevention class is open to parents, caregivers, providers, 

any adults.  Starts Tuesday, October 17th at 11 am to 12:30 pm at Social Services Dept. It’s 
every Tuesday for 10 weeks.  Interested? Contact Beatriz at above contact information.   

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ofvps/fact-sheet/october-domestic-violence-awareness-month
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Resources: 9-1-1 
National DV hotline: 800-799-7233  StrongHeart - Native Hotline: 1-844-7NATIVE 
LEFA: 360-460-1745 or 360-775-9346 Healthy Family of Clallam County: 360-452-
HELP 
 Mariposa House: 360-374-6411  Crime Victim Advocate: 360-775-5029 
 
So far, LEFA staff is scheduled for several awareness and prevention 

10/05 (9:00 – 11:00 am) - Elwha SART Soft Opening – Elwha Clinic – sponsored by the 
Police Department 

10/17 (6:30 pm) – North Olympic Library System – “Confronting Violence” Exhibition, 
Documentary, and Reception; Open for public - Age appropriate 15 year-old and up.  

10/17 (11:00 – 12:30 pm) beginning of “Parent in the Know” – prevention class at Social 
Services Dept. 

10/18 (10:00 am – 1:00 pm) Clallam Job Fair – Vern Burton Center; open for public. 
10/18 (4:00 pm – 7:00 pm) – Domestic Violence Awareness Walk – “No One Walks 

Alone -  ʔáwənə húʔiʔs ʔəɬ šə́təŋ̕. Elwha Tribal Center; Community event – all ages! 

KC Overdose awareness  Working Group meeting  Elwha Back to School  

October 9th is Indigenous Day. Happy Indigenous Holiday Day! 
In Solidarity, 

Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEFA Program Manager and Victim Advocate 
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North Olympic Library System 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Contact:          Clair Dunlap, Youth Services Librarian 
                        360.417.8500 x7734 or CDunlap@nols.org 
Re:                   Third Annual Indigenous Peoples’ Day Poetry Reading 
 
The North Olympic Library System (NOLS) is hosting the third annual Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day Poetry Reading in celebration of poetry created and performed by Native poets. Gath-
er in person at ʔaʔkʷustəŋáwt̕xʷ House of Learning, Peninsula College Longhouse on the 
Port Angeles campus on Monday, October 9 from 5:30-7:30pm, or watch the livestream on 
Zoom. Visit nols.org/IPD or contact the Library for Zoom information.  
The event begins with a reading by Arianne True, the 2023-2025 Washington State Poet 
Laureate. A member of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations, Arianne is a queer poet and 
teaching artist. She has received fellowships and residencies from Jack Straw, the Hugo 
House, Artist Trust, and the Seattle Repertory Theater, and is an alum of Hedgebrook and 
of the MFA program at the Institute of American Indian Arts. 
Following Arianne’s reading, there will be an open mic for Indigenous community mem-
bers to share their poetry. A sign-up sheet will be available at the event and participation 
by Native poets of all experience levels is encouraged.  
At the request of a key event participant, attendees are asked to avoid using strong fra-
grances. 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day is a national holiday that honors the Indigenous peoples of what 
is now known as North America. First celebrated in 1992 on the second Monday in Octo-
ber, Indigenous Peoples’ Day was officially proclaimed a national holiday in 2021.  
This program is generously supported by Peninsula College, ArtsWA, Humanities Washing-
ton, and the Port Angeles Friends of the Library. For additional information on programs 
and services happening at your library, visit nols.org, email Discover@nols.org, or follow 
North Olympic Library System on Facebook and Instagram. 

Arianne True, the 2023-2025 Washington State Poet 

Laureate. Photo courtesy of ArtsWA.. 

mailto:CDunlap@nols.org
https://www.nols.org/indigenous-peoples-day/
https://www.arts.wa.gov/washington-state-poet-laureate/
https://www.arts.wa.gov/washington-state-poet-laureate/
https://www.nols.org/
mailto:Discover@nols.org
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Recreation Calendar 
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  On September 8, the Lower Elwha Police Department hosted a small 
awards ceremony at the Justice Center. The ceremony was attended by 
friends, family and tribal leadership.  

The department recognized officers for their promotion into various 
positions. Ernest Grimes was promoted to Sr. Sergeant. Dan LaTourette 
was promoted to Corporal. Jim Thompson was promoted to Lieutenant. 
Cody Hesler was assigned as Detective, and Alex Hamrick was assigned as 
Training Manager shortly after the promotions. These promotions and as-
signments were earlier in the year, but the officers were recognized all on 
one day. 

 Two officers, Detective Cody Hesler and 
Officer Alex Hamrick, received medals. Detective Hesler received two 
life-saving awards. Officer Hamrick received a life-saving award and a 
meritorious service medal.  
In 2022, Detective Hesler was at a community event representing the 
Lower Elwha Police Department/Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe. During the 
event a child began choking. Using his first aid training, Detective Hesler 
was able to render aid to the child and prevent a further medical emer-
gency. Detective Hesler was awarded a life-saving award for his actions. 
 In May of 2023 Detective Hesler and Officer Hamrick responded 
to multiple incidents where they were able to save a community mem-

ber’s life. In one incident they were able to quickly assess the situation and come to the conclusion 
that an individual had consumed opioids and had overdosed. They acted quickly and administered 
naloxone to reverse the effects of the ingested opioids. Detective Hesler and Officer Hamrick were 
awarded a life-saving medal for their actions. 

The following day the same two officers responded to a similar situation. However, naloxone 
had been administered prior to their 
arrival. Detective Hesler and Officer 
Hamrick searched for the person to try 
and convince him to get medical aid. 
Officer Hamrick was able to find him 
and attempted to start a dialogue. The 
person refused to talk and continued 
walking away. Eventually the person 
came upon a bluff and intended to 
throw himself over the embankment. 
Officer Hamrick physically restrained 
the person as long as he could, putting 
his own safety in jeopardy in an 
attempt to save the person’s life. 
Officer Hamrick was awarded a meri-
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Junk Vehicle 1 

Malicious Mischief 1 

Mental/ITA 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 10 

Other Agency Assist 10 

Overdue Person 2 

Prisoner Transport 3 

Prowler/Vehicle Prowler 2 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 6 

Theft 1 

Threats 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 3 

Traffic Stops 34 

Trespass 5 

Violation of Court Order 2 

Vehicle Accidents 6 

Welfare Check 9 

 Warrant  Attempts 3 

Warrants-Tribal 3 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  2 

Total 491 

2023 Service Record for L & O  Aug. 

911 Hang-Up 8 

Abandoned Vehicle 1 

Alarm/Alarm Check 2 

Animal Calls 9 

Assault 3 

Business Check 164 

Citizen Assist 11 

Citizen Contact 11 

Civil 6 

Community Oriented Policing 33 

Court Paperwork/Service 14 

CPS/APS 2 

Death/Unattended Death 3 

Disturbance 12 

DUI 1 

DV 1 

Follow Up 21 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 3 

Fraud 1 

Frequent Patrol Request 80 
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Happy birthday nephew! 

You are growing up to be an 

amazing young man! I love 

you and hope you have an 

awesome birthday!! 

Happy Birthday to my brother Wes! 
Hope you have an amazing day! 

-Teva and Zoey. 

Happy Birthday  

Nicole Volkmann and 

Melissa Gilman! 
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Enterprise 
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 Resolution List 

Date 
Resolution 

Number Title 
Vote 

For/Against/
Abstain 

8-15-23 85-23 
Approval of Deputy tribal prosecutor attorney employment 
agreement with Shaul Golderg 

3 0 0 

8-15-23 86-23 Approval of Orthodontics program policy revision 3 0 0 

8-15-23 88-23 Approval of liquor sales at the Elwha Food and Fuel 3 0 0 

8-15-23 89-23 
Approval of $574,150.57 budget modification of funding from 
year one of 90C101003001 to year four of 90C1003004 for Early 
head start and head start programs 

3 0 0 

8-15-23 90-23 
Approval of $554,908.29 budget modification of funding from 
year two 90C1003002 to year four 90C101003004 for Early 
head start and head start programs 

3 0 0 

8-15-23 91-23 
Approval of $318,608.08 budget modification of funding from 
year three of 90C101003003 to year four of 90C101003004 for 
Early head start and head start programs 

3 0 0 

8-15-23 92-23 
Approval of personal services contract between LEKT and Natu-
ral systems design for Indian Creek, phase 2 restoration 

3 0 0 

8-15-23 93-23 
Approval to submit FY 2023 Mass Marking research funding 
proposal 

3 0 0 

9-1-23 95-23 
Approval of attached application materials, terms and condi-
tions for Low-income household energy assistance program 

4 0 0 

9-1-23 96-23 
Approval of purchase of Sprinter mobile medical van from 
Matthews specialty Inc. 

4 0 0 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

10/3 Rattle Carving  
10/10 Drum Group  
10/9 Indigenous Day 
10/14 Blanket Demonstrations at Field Hall 
10/17 “Parent In the Know” Prevention 
Class 
10/17 Rattle Carving  
10/18 Clallam County Job Fair 
10/18 DV Awareness Walk 
10/21 Field Hall Exhibit closes 
10/22 Rattle Carving  
10/24 Tribal Royalty Competition 
10/27 Halloween Party  
10/31 Halloween 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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