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Letter From the Co-Chair 

September-2023 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community Members, 

 

 I hope my letter finds you healthy and happy. By the time you read this, 
it will be an old letter, like a month behind. But I feel it’s important to keep 
you up to date with what I am doing and what some of my goals are. My 
goals come from helping to achieve your goals that came out of the Strategic 
Plan. Thank you for participating in the meetings and surveys. 

 September is already here and school has begun. It seems that this year 
is flying by. I hope that all our students are ready to be back to school. Get-
ting back to school is an exciting time. I am so proud of our language pro-
gram in the schools. Thank you Wendy and all the others involved. Not many 
public schools can boast about teaching the local tribe’s language in their 
classrooms. 

 Paddle to Muckleshoot was an exciting time for everyone. I had a real 
good time at Muckleshoot. The hosts did an outstanding job. I have heard 
that there were 11,000 participants and witnesses that attended! WOW! 
When the Klallam and the S’Klallams took the floor it was awesome. We were 
there in numbers. I got chills seeing us all together again. We sure live up to 
our name. Strong People! What a sight! I am so proud, honored and humbled 
to be among the people on the floor when that took place. The audience was 
pumped up and excited also. We had a lot of volunteers to get our canoe to 
Muckleshoot. I want to thank all of them. I would start calling out folks but I 
would miss names. One name I will call out is Emma Bankson. She was our 
coordinator for this journey. Thank you Emma!! 

 Frances announced that we were taking on the challenge to host Canoe 
Journeys in 2025. We want to celebrate our successful dam removal project. 
We have been and will continue our planning for 2025 hosting. It really isn’t 
that far away. I haven’t heard if any tribe has taken the challenge for 2024. 
Of course we will have to work hard at making this a successful event. We 
hosted in 2005 and it went very well. I know we can do it again. 

 Too bad Elwha, Jamestown and Port Gambe Tribes don’t come together 
on inter-tribal issues. We need to support each other and now it seems that 
we don’t agree on much anymore. I would like to improve our relationships 
with our sister tribes. We are stronger especially when we three tribes are to-
gether on an issue with the state as co-managers. 
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Letter From the Co-Chair 

 The Fish Committee is working on details to execute our Ceremonial & 
Subsistence Fishery on the Elwha River. We announced this a while back. It 
is coming to fruition. I know very little about the plans or details. But I know 
that we are going to make it as fair as we can to let fishers on the river. I look 
at this fishery as more of a test fishery. Every fish will be sampled, measured 
and all the other things our biologists need to know about that fish. I am 
hoping we can have a ceremony before we go fishing. Other tribes are inter-
ested in witnessing this fishery also. It is a good time to be a Lower Elwha 
Tribal Community Member. A lot of things are going on. 

 I am still advocating on purchasing land for middle income members as 
our housing department is only for low income families. Of course, we have 
to find funding. I think the next step would be to lay down infrastructure 
such as streets, water, sewer and lights. I really think this is a doable task. 
We have the support from our members and council but no funding. 

 We, the Council still need to work on amending or rewriting our consti-
tution. That should be at the forefront of all our duties. I am anxious to get 
going on that. We need at least a few community meetings, with dinner and 
raffles of course, to show and inform you of what we think is needed. It 
seems that we get so busy and tied up in other issues that this one gets left 
behind. 

 I had the opportunity and honor to speak at the 2023 Tribal Climate 
Camp held at Nature Bridge, Olympic National Park today. The camp was 
centered on climate change. I spoke about our treaty and Elwha River resto-
ration. It as a large group of staff from tribes in the northwest. Affiliated 
Tribes of Northwest Indians, Lower Elwha, Jamestown, and Port Gamble also 
sponsored the event. Allyce Miller helped pull everything together out there. 
Allyce works at our Natural Resources. Thank you Allyce. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to represent the Lower Elwha 
Tribal Community. 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 COVID Outbreak – 2023 Canoe Journeys 

Our number of post canoe journey COVID cases has reached the highest numbers we’ve 

seen in our community. This is a reminder that COVID continues to evolve, and develop into 

new strains. We were caught with our guard down and most folks were not wearing masks 

in canoe journey group settings. Many folks who got COVID were vaccinated and experi-

enced mild to moderate symptoms, but a few unvaccinated folks experienced the most se-

vere symptoms with some needing care at the emergency department.  

 

COVID vaccines remain available at the Lower Elwha Clinic, and ages 65 and older are eligi-

ble for an additional booster dose and those eligible qualify for the $200 booster incentive.  

 

The recent COVID outbreak reminds us to remain stocked up on our testing supplies, face 

masks, and hand sanitizer. Face masks and COVID tests can be picked up from the clinic or 

from the front lobby of the Tribal Center. 

 

New Tribal APP! 

We are excited to announce the launch of our Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe Camp Crier app! Please visit the app store/Google Play store 

to download the app and begin to receive updates on news, an-

nouncements, and community happenings. 

Please note: Camp Crier is the official app name by Cayuse Native 

Solutions, and LEKT was not able to change the name.  

 

Free COVID Tests 

State of Washington is still offering Free COVID tests as well, they 

can be ordered here: https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/  

 

Free Air Purifiers 

Do you have Asthma or COPD and haven’t already received an air purifier? Call Tia at 360-
452-8471 ext. 7420. We have a small amount of free air purifiers supplied by the National 
Indian Health Board for wildfire preparedness, and you may qualify for one. 

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
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Wellness 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Emergency Management 

 

On October 19th at 1019 am the The Great Washington Shakeout will be held 
where millions of people worldwide participate in earthquake drills. 

By now many of you are used to hearing the tsunami siren sound the Winches-
ter chimes test each month. 

On October 19th the siren will use the actual tone for an impending tsunami. 

When you hear the siren you are encouraged to DROP, COVER and HOLD, re-
maining under cover until the siren stops. In an actual earthquake you would 
cover until the shaking stops. 

Once the siren stops on the 19th, if you are on the lower part of the reservation 
near the water, you are encouraged to evacuate to the Justice Center located at 
341 Spokwes Drive. Once there you will remain in your vehicle and you will di-
rected around the center to a waiting area. There you will be given information 
on preparing for disasters and you will also be given a raffle ticket for prizes.  

The drawing for the prizes will be held late in the afternoon and the prizes will 
be delivered to the winners. 

The potential for a devastating earthquake in the Pacific Northwest is signifi-
cant. I strongly encourage everyone to begin preparing now for what many ex-
perts believe in the inevitable. 

 

For more information on preparing for disaster go to Washington State Emer-
gency Management Department or email me at glen.roggenbuck@elwha.org 

mailto:glen.roggenbuck@elwha.org
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Housing 
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Public Works & Summer Youth 

 This year’s summer youth consisted of 14-18 year olds, mostly 14-15. The work these kids 

did was amazing. From hardly talking with each other the first few days, to building friend-

ships with non-stop talking & building excellent work habits and teamwork.  

They learned different parts to Public Works and the hard work it takes to be successful. 

Each worker, of course, has their own personalities for sure and it was a pleasure working 

with each one. In preparation for Canoe Journeys, we cleared blackberry, scotch broom, and 

bull thistle for campsites and parking. As well as general (routine) maintenance around the 

Rez. Even though we never got to do the projects I had prepared, it was a pleasure getting 

ready for Canoe Journeys and what it wakes to work hard 8 hours everyday with me. They 

did learn how to use various tools and power tools. They did step out of their comfort zone 

and performed very well. 

I’m proud of each one of these kids and I know they are proud of the work they did. My 

members of this year’s “Squatch Squad ‘23” are William webber, Mckenzie Trantham, Robert 

Charles, Natalee Thompson, Charles Burlingame, Leon Miller-Lucreo. This group was with 

me from start to finish. I started with 11, but other departments needed some help too. 

Sundray Korsmo Jr and Jared Gadberry went to help Brad Bennett over at water/waste wa-

ter; Eli Tipler, Carter Westenhaver went with Natural Resources; AJ Clifford moved on to KCS 

and Jordan Saluskin went with Recreation. All of them did great and I look forward to next 

summer. Thank you Klallam Tribe and parents for allowing me to work with these amazing 

young “Strong People”. I know they learned good work ethics that will carry them into adult-

hood. 

Thanks, Mo (Squatch Squad Leader) 
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Language & Culture 
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Paddle to Muckleshoot 2023 
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Paddle to Muckleshoot 2023 
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Paddle to Muckleshoot 2023 

 



 Elwha News—September 2023                                                                              Page  17 

Paddle to Muckleshoot 2023 
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Paddle to Muckleshoot 2023 
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Library 
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LEFA 

   

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-
1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   
E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Dearest Tribal and Community Members, 

 I do hope you enjoyed your summer season.  For me, the month of August brought many mix emotions 
and challenges.  However, it gave me hope and healing.  For examples, Personal: I had two mini canoe 
paddling practices. I witnessed the arrival of canoes families to Muckleshoot Indian Tribe Alki Beach in 
Seattle and watched several protocols at Lower Elwha and Muckleshoot.  I had a great time with my 
family and the lived music bands at Clallam County Fair.  But then, I was devastated of what had hap-
pened and the impact of wildfire in Lahiana, Maui, Hawaii, and the loss of a tribal member. 

Professional: I delivered elders’ lunch once; attended the 18th Annual Tribal and OW Government to Gov-
ernment Consultation in Tulsa, Oklahoma; provided resources and outreach at “Take Back the Night” aware-
ness in Quileute and “Back to School” in the Elwha Gym; rendeed multiple direct services to several vic-
tims/survivors of violence. 

 At the Tribal consultation, I was privileged and authorized to speak on behalf of Honorable Chairwoman 
Frances Charles.  My sincerest gratitude to Chairwoman Charles for giving me permission and blessings 
to represent the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe.  My voice heard by many federal government representa-
tives including Office of Violence Against Women - OVW, Tribal leaders/Council, and different digni-
taries and advocates from around the United States that were in the consultation room and virtual.  I was 
personally abled to thank and appreciate them for awarding Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe (highest amount 
of funds since I started the job with the Tribe).  I have asked favors in which they provided positive feed-
back.  Thank you to my supervisor Becca Sampson-Weed and all involved for allowing me to travel de-
spite of busy schedules and short of staff. 

 I was invited to participate and provide service resources at the New Beginning Program “Take Back the 
Night” awareness or exhibit in Quileute Tribe and at Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe “Back to School Kick 
off”.  The Elwha Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force members and supporters virtually 
met and discussed domestic abuse awareness for October.  

 On September, staff maybe attending WSCADV – Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence conference, participate on National Domestic Violence Count (The DV Counts survey date is 
Wednesday, September 6, 2023 at 8:00 AM EDT through Thursday, September 7, 2023 at 7:59 AM 
EDT), prepare for  October  Awareness, and star t facilitating prevention class. 

Announcement: Effective October  17th to December  19th, 2023 from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM, I will be 
providing a prevention class called “Parent in the Know”. More details to follow.  If you are interested, call 
Beatriz at above listed contact information. 

Have you heard NamUs? NamUs is a national information repository and resource center for missing, uni-
dentified, and unclaimed person cases across the United States.  NamUs provides technology, forensic ser-
vices, and investigative support to resolve missing person and unidentified remains cases.  For more infor-
mation, go to namus.nij.ojp.gov 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org


Elwha News—September 2023                                    Page 21 

LEFA & Education 

 

Tribal and DOJ OVW Government to Government Consultation; Quileute Tribe New Beginning “Take Back 
the Night” Awareness 

Did you know……?  

 Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program has been in service for 23 years? https://ncadv.org/
STATISTICS:  

 “On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the United 
States.  During one year, this equates to more than 10 million women and men? 

 I in 5 women and 1 and 71 men in the United States has been raped in their lifetime.   

 Almost half of female (46.7%) and male (44.9%) victims of rape in the United States were raped by an 
acquaintance?” 

 Studies suggest that there is a relationship between intimate partner violence and depression and suicidal 
behavior. 

Thank you for your continuing support and partnering with LEFA. 

In Solidarity,  

Beatriz B. Arakawa,  

LEFA – Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program Manager and Victim Advocate 

Hello all, 

I hope everyone had an amazing summer break, I know I enjoyed the break from school! This summer we 

had two amazing groups participate in Nature Bridge. The first group was the Elementary students at the 

end of June then the Middle School group in July. Unfortunately we had to cancel the High School camp 

due to COVID.  

With the school year starting up I just wanted to inform the community that I will be up at Dry Creek Ele-

mentary again this year. If any parent/guardian ever has any concerns, questions, etc. please feel free to 

reach out to me at 360-452-8471 ext. 7426 or Nizhoni.Wheeler@Elwha.Org. 

We are still working out the details for the After School Program but plan on starting in September this 

year. I will get more information out for that here very soon. I cannot wait to see all the amazing faces the 

first day of school on Tuesday, September 5th.  

Thank you, 

Nizhoni Wheeler 

https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS
https://ncadv.org/STATISTICS
mailto:Nizhoni.Wheeler@Elwha.Org
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Community News 

I would like to wish a big Happy Birthday to Issah Charles , Tim 
Goldsbury and Dashawn Austin-Goldsbury.  I love you all, have a great 

day and have another great year!   - Becky  

Happy 10th birthday to 
Chloe Rae.  

Happy Birthday Kamia! 

Hope you have an awe-

some day! Love Aunty 

and Zoey :)  

Happy Birthday 

Emma! From Aunty 

Teva and Zoey! We 

love you and hope 

you have the best-

est day! Your 

bright sweet shin-

ing soul deserves 

all the happiness! 

You melt aunty’s 

heart!  
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LEPD 

 

Mental/ITA 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 6 

Noise Complaint 1 

Other Agency Assist 11 

Overdose 1 

Parking Complaint 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 4 

Runaway 1 

Sex Offense/Monitor  1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 7 

Theft 3 

Threats 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 6 

Traffic Stops 38 

Trespass 8 

Unwanted Person 1 

Violation of Court Order 1 

Vehicle Accidents 9 

Welfare Check 9 

 Warrant  Attempts 5 

Warrants-Tribal 5 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  1 

Total 527 

2023 Service Record for L & O July  

911 Hang-Up 9 

Abandoned Vehicle 1 

Alarm/Alarm Check 11 

Animal Calls 2 

Assault 4 

Boating Activity/Hunting 8 

Business Check 156 

Citizen Assist 12 

Citizen Contact 21 

Community Oriented Policing 45 

Court Paperwork/Service 9 

Disturbance 8 

Drug Violation 1 

DUI 2 

Explosion 1 

Firework Violation 2 

Follow Up 23 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 1 

Frequent Patrol Request 83 

Harrassment 1 

Malicious Mischief 6 
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 Resolution List 

 
Date 

Resolution 
Number Title 

Vote 
For/Against/

Abstain 

6-27-23 71-23 Application of Liquor sales at the Elwha River Casino 3 0 0 

6-27-23 72-23 
Approval of Professional services agreement with Shea, Carr & 
Jewell Inc. w/ a limited waiver of sovereign immunity 

3 0 0 

6-16-23 73-23 
Approval of submission of funding application to USFWS fish 
passage program to perform engineering design on E. Ennis 
road culvert 

2 0 0 

6-28-23 74-23 
Approval of LEKT COVID 19 workforce dev. Stabilization and re-
tention KCS, Early head start, head start policies & procedures 

4 0 0 

6-30-23 76-23 Adoption of 2023–2024 hunting regulations 2 0 0 

7-10-23 77-23 
Approval of Lower Elwha Klallam Tribes membership with Na-
tional Indian Gaming Association 

4 0 0 

7-18-23 78-23 Adopting the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Volunteer policy 3 0 0 

7-18-23 79-23 
Approval of April 2023 CAS Admin. Services Agreement w/ a 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity 

3 0 0 

8-18-23 81-23 Approval of the LEKT 2023 Annual Marine Mammal regulations 3 0 0 

8-15-23 82-23 Adopting the fraud and misconduct policy of the LEKT 3 0 0 

8-15-23 84-23 

Approval of recreation and conservation office agreement be-
tween the state of Wa. And throught he salmon funding recov-
ery board and the LEKT for Little Hoko wood restoration project 
#221187R, with a limited waiver of sovereign immunity 

3 0 0 



 Elwha News—September 2023                                                                     Page 26 

 

 

Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

9/4 Labor Day 
9/5 First Day of Head Start 
9/5 PASD First Day of School 
9/6 Section 184 Home Loan Informational 
Meeting 
9/26 State Farm Homeowner Insurance class 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 

Please visit the app store/Google Play store to download 

the app and begin to receive updates on news, an-

nouncements, and community happenings. 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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