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NatureBridge: The Middle Schoolers and Nizhoni pose for a photo on 

a sea stack at Second Beach 
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Letter From the Co-Chair 

July 2023 
 

Dear Lower Elwha Tribal Community, 
 
 Thank you once again for allowing me to represent you. It was great to 
see the number of turnout for voting. Thank you. I want to thank Ed John-
son for all that he has taught me during this terms on Tribal Council. I am 
constantly learning new things and Ed has taught me a lot. Thank you Ed for 
your patience with me. I’ve enjoyed the comradery that we have shared. 
 In the same vein, I would like to welcome Melissa Gilman to Tribal 
Council. She comes from a respected family and has worked in our Finance 
Department  for a number of years now. I don’t think there is too much of a 
learning curve as far as a tribal organization, issues and projects. She is 
pretty savvy. I look forward to continued work with learning from her also. 
 By the time you read this Canoe Journeys will be over. Just the same, it 
is an exciting time. All the preparation and buzz around the landing and 
hosting. I want to thank Emma Bankson and her crew. I know from experi-
ence that it takes hours of prep and getting things ready for our guests. The 
hard part for me back in the Paddle to Elwha 2005, when I as a coordinator, 
was taking care of our elders. Making sure all their needs are met. Each elder 
is different and their needs are different also. Our Maintenance Crew and 
Summer Youth have been busy preparing the rez for camping. Mowing 
lawns, clearing brush and making our place presentable again. Our youth 
have been working real hard. That is good to witness. I want to thank the 
Elwha Tribal Council for all their support during our mini hosting. Frances 
and Melissa took care of a lot of shopping and planning. Anthony used his 
boat to support from here to Alki Beach. Joaquin was available to help out 
where needed. I would name some more but I would miss a lot of them. Our 
whole tribe and staff have stepped up to make our mini hosting a success 
and safe place to be. 
  I have continued working on the various fishing issues. That is the 
work I really enjoy. Elwha Tribe is at the forefront on many issues. In addi-
tion to fishery issues we have a lot of negotiations dealing with shellfish. It is 
hard when another tribe digs in and doesn’t want to be fair and equitable to 
each other. In the end we come together to agree upon something to get all of 
us on the water. I’ve learned that we don’t always get what we want and no 
one is ever truly happy about the end result. But like I said, we get on the 
water. The process starts all over again in early January and will conclude in 
early March. I look forward to representing Elwha again. Thank you. 
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Letter From the Co-Chair 

I had a phone message from a frustrated and concerned tribal member. He 
stated that no wonder I had an “Open Door Policy!” you are never there! 
Well…… that is almost true. I am out attending meetings, talking to other 
governments about Elwha issues and concerns a lot. There is always some-
thing going on. I did return his call and got his issue resolved. So, if you have 
an issue or concern and I am not here at the Tribal Center, please call and 
leave a message. I take pride on returning phone calls to no matter who. My 
Open Door Policy still applies. 
 Thank you for taking the time to read my newsletter letter. I will try to 
keep you informed on what I am doing and thinking. Of course, if you have 
an idea or concern, let me know. 
 

BlackFishTradingPost.com 
This project allows Native Americans experiencing disabilities to 

gain valuable work experience while also allowing us to serve as a 
venue for our artists and artisans to showcase their work. 

 

Must purchase through the website. Use coupon code "FIRST20" for 
20% off your order. Delivery is available via USPS, or pick up in per-

son at the Heritage Center. Sorry, no payroll deductions. 

Funding for this project is provided by the Rehabilitation Services Administration 

through the US Department of Education. 

LEKT's Vocational Rehabilitation Program's new 

online store is NOW OPEN!  
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Community Calendar 

 



Elwha News—August 2023                                                                                           Page 5 

Housing 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 

 



 Elwha News—August 2023                                                                                                        Page  7 

Dental 
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TVR 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Congratulations Graduates—Graduate Profile 

 Name: Zelby Rae Glor ia 
Age: 18 yrs. old 
Enrolled: Lower Elwha Klallam Tr ibe 
Other Tribal Affiliations: Tlingit (Glor ia), Jame-
stown S’Klallam (Sullivan) 
Parent: LaTrisha Suggs (Kardonsky-Cook) 
Grandparents: Theresa (Kardonsky-Cook) and 
Lloyd Lehman; and Late Nellie (Sullivan) and Late 
Kasko Gloria 

Biological Father: Raymond Glor ia, Lower Elwha Klallam (Sullivan) 
School: Por t Angeles High School and Peninsula College (Running Star t) 
School Activities: Orchestra, Band, Thespian Club, Garden Club, Native Amer ican 
Club (Senior Year-Chairperson), Soccer-Freshman Year, High School Plays (an actor, cos-
tume director, lighting director, and producer) 
Other Activities: Por t Angeles Education Foundation-Youth Representative, Northwest 
Portland Indian area youth cohort -Junior year to Current, attended National Congress of 
American Indians Youth Leadership Program-Summer 2022, volunteered at the Port Ange-
les Public Library for two summers, and local beach clean-up events. 
 
Future: 
Attend Peninsula College to complete her AA degree to prepare to transfer to a 4-year col-
lege.  I   would like to try writing, maybe not as a career, but as a hobby though I wouldn’t 
mind writing as a job. I would like to pursue an education in psychology as it would be a 
worthwhile career. I have a passion for film and screenwriting, it is one of many hobbies, 
and I would love to pursue a career in that industry. Finally, I would like to explore Indian 
law and what that contains. Careers in Indian law are very much needed today and seem a 
worthwhile path that would benefit my community. The process of government is interest-
ing and complex, and I can see myself pursuing it. I can see myself teaching my language 
as well. 
 
I want to give back to my community and utilize my creativity. I hope to try everything 
and make people happy. If I do a film, I hope to make powerful films, if I do psychology I 
hope to 
come back to my community and make my services available and if I did government, I 
would most want to become a tribal leader. For right now though I would like to finish my 
AA degree at 
Peninsula College.  
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Library 
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NatureBridge 

Valerie Charles and James Spears search for macroinvertebrates (aka bugs) on the Elwha 

River near the Madison Falls Trailhead. They were searching for indicator species, species 

which can indicate how clean or polluted a river is.  

James and Valerie found 

tons of bugs, including 

many species which indi-

cate the river is clean! 
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NatureBridge 

 

Chelsea Behymer 

from the Natural Re-

sources Department 

shows the kids a 

sculpin caught in a 

fish trap. Kids also 

got to see and han-

dle salmon and lam-

prey. 

The Middle Schoolers watch on as Natural Resources staff bring in a seine. The fish caught in 

the net were measured and counted with the help of the kids.  
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NatureBridge 

Kamia Jennings and Skylar 

Wheeler use a radio tracker to 

find the other kids, who were 

acting as a deer with a radio 

collar. The Natural Resources 

Department demonstrated how 

they use these trackers to find 

collared wildlife.  

The Middle Schoolers pose for a 

photo on the Stormking Trail 

overlooking Lake Crescent. 
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Natural Resources 
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Natural Resources 

 



 Elwha News—August 2023                                                                              Page  17 

Natural Resources 

 

”I’m Kristin Kirkman, the supervisor for the Washington Conservation Corps crew you’ve 
probably seen driving around in those big blue trucks! In collaboration with the LEKT Nat-
ural Resources and other sponsors, our crew does restoration work such as invasive species 
treatment, planting native species, and monitoring/maintenance of riparian zones around 
the Olympic Peninsula. Our crew is hiring 18-25 year olds or veterans who are interested in 
learning about riparian restoration, power tool use, native plant identification, trail work, 
and more! This AmeriCorps service position is a great opportunity for people who are new 
to the ecology field and want a wide breadth of experience in fieldwork. Members receive 
on-the-job training, certifications, biweekly stipends, and a scholarship at the completion of 
their term. No experience is required! 

To learn more and ap-
ply, visit 
www.ecology.wa.gov/
wcc or email me at 
krki461@ecy.wa.gov  

http://www.ecology.wa.gov/wcc
http://www.ecology.wa.gov/wcc
mailto:krki461@ecy.wa.gov
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UNITY 
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UNITY 
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LEFA 

   

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-
1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   
E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Greetings Everyone! 

 

July has been absolutely rewarding, learning experience as well as reporting grant time. With 
the paddle of the canoe journey to Muckleshoot Indian Tribe empowered my mind, body and 
spirit.  Thank you so much to Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal Council, all canoe journey team, 
and the entire Muckleshoot Tribe for hosting the 2023 Canoe Journey.  

Staff attended a summer community connection meeting with Olympic Healthy Community 
Coalition in Sequim, in which she learned many recourses within Sequim and Port Angeles. 

New and still existing Resources:   

 Snap Produce Match –use EBT/SNAP to buy $10 of fruits and vegetables get $10.00.  for 
more information, visits: doh.wa.gov/SNAPProduceMatch,  

 WSU Extension of Clallam County – 2023 Master Gardener events, visits: exten-
sion.wsu.edu/Clallam/master-gardener-calendar/ 

 Lois’s Legacy – Neighbor Helping Neighbor is a non-profit organization that serve sen-
iors in east Clallam County, contact 360-683-4307;  

 Kathleen Sutton Fund – assist women who have cancer in Clallam, Kitsap, Jefferson, and 
Mason Counties with free transportation.  Contact 360-328.1049 or visit: 
www.kathleensutton.org;  

 Soroptimist International of Port Angeles-Noon Club will be having a called “Dream It 
Be It” for girls 14 to 18 years old event.  Contact: dana@naturesacademy.org 

 Operation Uplift – cancer support for the North Olympic Peninsula. Contact 360-457-
5141 or www.operationuplif.org 

 VHCC – Volunteer Hospice of Clallam County – Grief and bereavement program, call 
360-452-1511 – or volunteerhospice.org 

 Clallam Mosaic – empower individuals with developmental disabilities with classes: art 
exercise, cooking and many more. Visit: www.ClallamMosaic.org or 360-681-8642. 

 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
http://www.kathleensutton.org
mailto:dana@naturesacademy.org
http://www.operationuplif.org
http://www.ClallamMosaic.org
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LEFA 

 

 Unbound Horizons – a non-profit organization that provide healing retreat for trauma 
survivors. Visit at www.unboundedhorizons.org 

 Olympic Personal Growth Center –  services for substance use disorders; contact: 360-
681-8463  

August - staff will be attending trainings and doing core planning implementation of OVW 
grant funds FY2022 activities. Staff will be attending the 2023 Department of Justice 18th An-

nual Government-to-Government Violence Against Women Tribal Consultation in Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma 8.08-10; and the Savvy Caregiver in Indian Country Train-The-Trainer Training in Wor-
ley, Idaho 8-15-17. 

On 22nd from 10:00 am to 11:30 am in-person/virtual planning meeting with Elwha Domes-
tic Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force Team and partners to discuss about October 
Awareness Walk and LGBTQ+ support group.  

 

***Know that LEFA will assist victims/survivors of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, 
Dating Violence, Stalking, and Sex Trafficking who resides within the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe services area of Port Angeles, WA. 

In Solidarity,  

Beatriz B. Arakawa,  

LEFA – Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Pro-
gram Manager and Victim Advocate 

file:///C:/Users/chrissi.ducotey/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/X6Z2E1P4/www.unboundedhorizons.org
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Enterprise 
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Community News 

 

 

Happy 19th Birthday  

Antonio! (8/27) 

I love you!  Love Always: 

Mom <3 

Happy Birthday wishes to: 

Jessica Egnew, Charlene Lauderback, Juanita 
Charles, Becky Charles, Carol Brown, Ralph 

Ellsworth, George Charles. 

Love, Elaine 

Happy 21st Birthday Jada 
Cargo-Acosta   

 

We love you, Mom, Dad, 
Ciara, and Teigan  

Chlo$ would like to thank everyone for their support in her fundraising efforts this year. 
She raised the 2nd highest amount of money for the entire country!! Over $4,000 she 

raised. All money went to the leukemia and lymphoma society through the BMX founda-
tion. Our hands go up to everyone who continues to support Chloe. 
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LEPD 

 

2023 Service Record for L & O June 

911 Hang-Up 9 

Abandoned Vehicle 1 

Alarm/Alarm Check 6 

Animal Calls 4 

Assault 1 

Business Check 158 

Citizen Assist 5 

Citizen Contact 9 

Code Enforcement 1 

Community Oriented Policing 25 

Court Paperwork/Service 17 

CPS/APS 1 

Disturbance 7 

Drug Violation 1 

DUI 2 

DV 5 

Eluding 1 

Follow Up 15 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 1 

Fraud 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 60 

Homicide 1 

Junk Vehicle 1 

Mental/ITA 2 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 7 

Other Agency Assist 8 

Overdose 1 

Overdue Person 1 

Prisoner Transport 2 

Prowler/Vehicle Prowler 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 5 

Runaway 1 

Suicide/Suicidal 3 

Supervisor 1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 7 

Theft 4 

Threats 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 10 

Traffic Stops 54 

Trespass 6 

Vehicle Accidents 2 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 1 

Welfare Check 4 

 Warrant  Attempts 2 

Warrants-Tribal 3 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  1 

Total 460 
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 Resolution List 

 
Date 

Resolution 
Number Title 

Vote 
For/Against/

Abstain 

6-13-23 57-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for First 
Federal Bank 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 58-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for 
Salal Credit Union 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 59-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for 
Wells Fargo 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 60-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for First 
Security Bank 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 61-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for US 
Bank 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 62-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for 
Bank of America 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 63-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for Pin-
nacle Bank 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 64-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for 
Umpqua Bank 

2 0 1 

6-13-23 65-23 
Approval of Tribal business committee signing authority for 
Morgan Stanley 

2 0 1 

6-8-23 66-23 
Office of Victims of crime FY 23 Tribal victim services set-aside 
formula 

4 0 0 

6-13-23 67-23 
Approval of FABRICash financial services master agreement and 
ATM management master agreement for the Elwha River Casi-
no 

3 0 0 

6-21-23 68-23 2023 Wildfire season disaster declaration 2 0 0 

6-23-23 69-23 LEKT temporary food establishment policy 2 0 0 

7-10-23 70-23 
National fish and wildlife foundations American the beautiful 
challenge funding proposal FY 2023 

4 0 0 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Rachelle Wheeler, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7465 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
360.477.1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

8/1—8/6 Paddle to Muckleshoot Protocol 
8/6—8/11 High School ESEP Camp 
8/15—8/16 Dental Clinic Closed 
8/21 Stevens Middle School Registration 
8/22—8/25 PAHS Registration 
8/24 Crescent School Registration & BBQ 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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