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CONGRATULATIONS 

 GRADUATES! 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 



 Elwha News—June 2023                                                                                                              Page 3 

Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 



   Elwha News—June 2023                                                                              Page 4 

Wellness 
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Community Liaison 
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Wellness 
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TVR 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Race For Life 
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Recreation Calendar 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Library 
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Library 
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Library 
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Summer Reading—Coloring Page 
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Education & Food Bank 

News from the education department 

We have some exciting news! The Policies have been updated in the Education Department. 

What does this mean for you? If you are a Lower Elwha Klallam tribal descendent, first gener-

ation but not enrolled in another tribe, you are now eligible for education support. You may 

get help with college, technical college, certificates from an accredited school (there are 

some exceptions to this rule, please inquire for more information).  

The other news I wanted to announce is we now have a new due date of June 30 for students 

planning to attend in fall quarter. We have also added another due date of January 31st if you 

want to attend spring quarter but did not get your application submitted by the June 30th due 

date. 

If you have any questions please call 360.452.8471 ext. 7425. I will be happy to answer ques-

tions. 

Jessica Egnew                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Education Director 

Happy Father’s day to you all.  

The Elwha Food Bank will no longer be open on Tuesday’s, this change was made so 
inventory and deliveries to be made this day. 

If you have not come to check out the food bank, you should come take a walk 
through. 

As well as give us suggestions of days and hours that work for the community. 

In hopes to be open 1 Saturday a month. I would like to serve the community better, 
so please give us feedback. 

There is a box in the lobby for you to leave any questions, comments or concerns. 

We offer delivery to the elders living on the reservation that have no means of trans-
portation.  

We receive 20 prepackaged produce boxes a week, donated by Pacific Coast Pro-
duce.   

Days & Hours are 

Mon – Wed – Fri  9a.m.- 4p.m. 

Tuesdays CLOSED 

Thursday 11:00a.m.- 1:00p.m. Upper Elwha (Vet Center) 

Thursday 2:00p.m. – 5:00p.m. Spokwes Drive  
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Heritage Center 
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Summer Youth 
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Message to the Community—Jonathan Arakawa 

May 7, 2023 

 

Message of Gratitude from Jonathan J. Arakawa 

Dear Fellow Tribal Members, 

 

 A new day has arrived at Elwha and the people have spoken. Congratulations to 

Melissa Gilman and Russell (RAZZ) Hepfer on their election. I look forward to seeing what 

both council member-elects accomplish in their respective terms. Thank you, Ed Johnson, 

for your service to our people. Our people benefited from the ideas and perspectives you 

brought to the table. I also can’t forget our other council members, Frances, Steve and An-

thony. Thank you for your service and leadership. háʔnəŋ cn ʔaʔ či ʔən̓ssčáy hay (thank you, 

all, for your work). 

 

 Thank you to everyone who supported my campaign. It was an honor to be nominat-

ed, and a greater honor and a wonderful experience, to run for Tribal Council. Like I said 

from the beginning, regardless of the outcome, I will continue to serve our people in my 

current positions at the tribal, local, regional, and national level. Service doesn’t start with 

a position; it starts from a passion and desire to want what’s best for your people. That pas-

sion and desire, running through my entire being, has never wavered. Thus, I intend and 

plan to run for Tribal Council again next year. mán̓ cn ʔuʔ háʔnəŋ (I am very thankful). 

 

 Thank you, fellow tribal members, for coming out to vote. It is important to exercise 

your right and voice each year. Your vote and voice matters. Your vote and voice counts. 

Your vote and voice is important. 

 

 An especially HUGE thank you to the LEKT Election Committee. Thank you, Sonja, 

Amy, Emma, Corina, Marie and Sharmaine, for your service and dedication in upholding the 

integrity of our Elwha Tribal Election Process.  

 

 It’s onward, upward and forward from here, Elwha Community! 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jonathan Arakawa 
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Housing 
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LEFA 

   

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy 
Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-
1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.   
E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/

Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Dearest Tribal Members and Readers, 

  NO MORE STOLEN SISTERS AND RELATIVES  

In May 5th, the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribal government programs and enterprise and the Jame-
stown S’Klallam Tribe joined together in collaboration with the Port Angeles City: Vern Burton, 
Police Department, and Clallam Transit, and Peninsula Daily News to commemorate the National 
MMIW/P – Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women/People.  After  the opening prayer  by 
Jonathan Arakawa and shawls ceremony by Beatriz Arakawa, about a hundred of participants 
from different parts of the Olympic Peninsula walked from Vern Burton to Clallam Bus Transit 
Gateway.   As soon as everyone arrived at Gateway, the Elwha Culture Program and drum group 
opened the ceremony in Klallam songs, followed by six honorable councils and a chief of police 
presented: Chairwoman Frances Charles - Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, Jamestown S’Klallam 
Tribe: Dana Ward and Rochelle Blankenship, City Councils of Port Angeles: LaTrisha Suggs, 
Lindsey Schromen-Wawrin and Navarra Carr, and Elwha Chief Sam White.  Each of them spoke 
highly and genuinely about the important of recognizing and working together to end MMIWP 
nationwide.  Also, we honored nine names of missing and murdered members of Lower Elwha 
Tribe, Makah Nation, and other tribes, by gifting family member with a pendleton shawl, sage, 
and laminated name with description of their loved once.  It was very solemn ceremony. After 
that, many of us regrouped at Elwha Heritage Center for lunch, social network, and closing 
shawls ceremony.  

A sincere gratitude to all dignitaries and families of MMIWP who attended and spoke, to each and 
every one of you who collaborated, assisted, partnered, and donated food, items and time before 
and during the MMIWP awareness event, to Elwha River Casino for sponsoring and catering the 
food, to Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe for donating desserts, to Elwha Heritage Training Center 
(Nicol and Chrissi) for hosting us, to City of Port Angeles Police Department for sending two 
staff (Officer Zak Moore and Srg. Kevin Niooer) that controlled traffics for our safety, to Lower 
Elwha maintenance director and crow for taking cared of chairs used at Gateway, to Peninsula 
Daily News auditor for capturing the event and published it on May 6-7  

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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LEFA 

newspaper, to our partners named above, and all participants including State Social Services 
staff and many students. 

An ending love and appreciation to all of my co-planners/organizers: Dylan Godey- Child 
Advocacy Center Case manager, Dustin Brenske and Jessica Hamphries Social Services of Jame-
stown S’Klallam Tribe, Nancy Hamilton – LEKT Community Liaison, Tessa Velasco – Healthy 
Transition Intern Director, Rena Barkley – Elwha River Casino Marketing Manager, Jessica Guth-
rie – SARS Crime Victim Advocate, Chief Sam White – LEKT Law Enforcement, Vashti White – 
ICW Program Manager, Samantha Acosta – Elder Program Coordinator, Iliana Jones – Healthy 
Transition Youth Advocate, Autumn Clark – ICW Case Manager, Ashley Pitchford – Culture Lan-
guage Program Manager, Harmony Arakawa – Language Program Teacher, Keeoma Messenger – 
HT Youth Advocate, Taylor Jones – HT Admin Assistance, all Social Services staff, including 
Becca Weed-Sampson – Social Services Director (full support of Elwha Social Services staff par-
took of MMIWP awareness event).  The MMIWP walk was a huge turned out because you attend-
ed and all the work you provided.   

I will be out of town from June 12- 15 to participate at 20th Meeting of the Inter-Tribal 
Working Group (ITWG).  However, I will continue providing hotlines on call advocacies tele-
phonically and electronically and will connect calls to appropriate agency or person when needed. 
With our new OVW-Office of Violence Against Women grant, LEFA staff will be facilitating a 
“Traditional Healing Canoe Journey” and conjunction of Elwha Canoe Journey family (in the pro-
cess).  Eligible participants will be screened and must be survivors of sexual assault and/or domes-
tic violence.  It’s limited to two youth and 2 adults.  

Below are images from the MMIWP walked on May 5th. From Vern Burton to the Clallam 
Transit/Gateway and at HC. 
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LEFA 

 

 Happy Fathers’ Day! Happy Juneteenth! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEFA Program Manager and Victim Advocate 
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Community News 

 

 

Happy 1st Fathers Day Timmy! 16 years together and  
our family is just beginning. We love you forever  
and appreciate all you do for our family. Have the 
best 
Fathers day, you deserve the world!  
-Baby Hayley, Junior, Lacey   - xoxoxo 

Congratulations to our Grand Daughter 

Cheyenne Zimmer on her Graduation 

from High School & Graduation from 

Peninsula College.  

We are so proud of you!!  

Love you always & forever  

Grandma & Grandpa Stevens 

Happy birthday to 

my sister Lancia! 

Hope this next year 

is the best one yet! 

You achieve any-

thing you put your 

mind to sis. Thank 

you for always be-

ing here for me and 

Zoey! Love your ba-

by sister!  

Happy 18th Birthday to our 
grandson Deacon Charles on 
June 17th. I can’t believe 
you’re 18 already. Thank you 
for always being kind, caring, 
loving and respectful. Where 
did time go?  

We love you so much Deke, 
and so proud of the young 
man that you’ve become!! 

Grandma and Papa (Janet & 
Mark Elofson) 

Congratulations Cholena Adele 
Morrison, Class of 2023 –  

We’re so proud of you ….. fol-
low your dreams and continue 
to chase the prettiest sunset  

Love you to the moon, last star 
and back, 

Grandma & Papa (Janet & 
Mark Elofson) 

Wishing my precious Granddaughter 
Zamiya Williams a Very Happy 4th Birth-

day !  

 You are a true Blessing. 

 

 

Love Gramma Pebbles  

Happy Birthday wishes to my Husband Mike 

and Brother Bill. Love, Elaine 
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LEPD 

 

2023 Service Record for L & O Apr. 

911 Hang-Up 8 

Abandoned Vehicle 5 

Alarm/Alarm Check 5 

Animal Calls 2 

Assault 1 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 196 

Citizen Assist 5 

Citizen Contact 6 

Civil 2 

Community Oriented Policing 58 

Court Paperwork/Service 9 

CPS/APS 1 

Disturbance 4 

Drug Violation 2 

DV 1 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 12 

Fraud 2 

Intimidation 85 

Littering 3 

Other Agency Assist 7 

Overdue Person 1 

Prowler/Vehicle Prowler 3 

Sex Offense/Monitor  4 

Theft 1 

Threats 8 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 2 

Traffic Stops 1 

Trespass 6 

Violation of Court Order 57 

Vehicle Accidents 1 

Vehicle Lockout 1 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 5 

 Warrant  Attempts 1 

Warrants-Tribal 6 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  2 

Wires down 2 

Total 516 

This year Officer Cody Hesler was chosen by the 

department for our Officer of the Year of 2022. 

Officer Hesler is a hard worker and gives his 

100% best to the department every day. Officer 

Hesler is always willing to take on any task and 

turn in the best quality work, often above and 

beyond what was called for. We are grateful to 

have him as part of our team here and hope to 

have him for as long as we can. If you see him 

around congratulate him on his selection.  
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Melissa Gilman, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7461 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
Leif Ellis, 360.477-1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Ralena Cornelson, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Darla Owens,  Prenatal Program 
Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Maurice Raub  Ext .7477 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Melissa Gilman 

TBD 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

6/12 Lincoln High Graduation 
6/13 LEKT Graduation Parade 
6/14 Flag Day 
6/15 Head Start Graduation 
6/16 School District Graduation Parade 
6/17 Crescent High Graduation 
6/18 Father’s Day 
6/19 Juneteenth 
6/20-6/23 Elementary Summer Science 
Camp 
6/22 Social Security Workshop 
6/23 Summer Youth Applications Due 
6/27 Indigenous Wealth Day Resource Fair 
6/28 Housing Fair 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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