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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

 

Love Yourself Wellness Event 

The wellness event was a great hit! So many families and folks 

came out to get update on their vaccines, pick up helmets, and 

gather resources for optimal wellness. If you missed the event, 

you can always call LEHD (360-452-6252) to schedule your 

COVID and flu vaccines. 

 

$200 adult check/$100 youth gift card for COVID booster 

shots 

The COVID vaccine support program is still up and running and offering 

$200 for ALL COVID BOOSTER SHOTS (18+), and $100 gift card for youth 

booster shots. To apply visit the links on https://www.elwha.org/covid/

covid-vaccine-support-programs/  

 

6 months and older are now eligible for the MODERNA Biva-
lent Booster! 

The new COVID-19 booster includes a booster for the Omincron variant 

and the original COVID strain. Call LEHD to schedule your booster 360-

452-6252. 

 

 

Free COVID Tests 

State of Washington is offering Free COVID tests as well, they can be or-

dered here: https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/ 

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
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Vaccine Information 
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Billy Frank Jr Day 
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Billy Frank Jr Day 
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Field Arts & Events Hall 
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Food Bank 

 

Good afternoon, 
 
The Elwha food bank thanks you for the donations of food. 
The food bank is open 5 days a week and would like to meet up with those that has food 
donations. 
However we can’t accept expired food or opened food items.  
I ask that the donation be dropped off during business hours Mon-Fri. 
Please do not leave the donated food at the front door if no one is present. I am more than 
happy to schedule a time for drop off.  
We have had donations left when the food bank is closed and 90% of the food is expired or 
opened. 
 
Donations that a greatly needed are 
Tooth paste, small dish soaps, canned soup, canned fruits, 
tuna, toiletries, peanut butter, jam/jelly,  
Hand soap, reusable plastic bags, pasta’s or any non-
perishable food items. 
 
Thank you, 
Dorene Charles 
Lower Elwha Food Bank Coordinator 
(360)452-8471 ext. 7690    
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Food Bank 



Elwha News—March 2023                                                                                     Page 10              

Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Language & Culture 

Peninsula College Amends Faculty Union Agreements to  
Recognize Tribal Language Teaching Certifications  
 
Submitted by: Jonathan J . Arakawa, Klallam Language Teacher /Peninsula College Adjunct Faculty 
 
On January 17, 2023, leaders, faculty and staff from the Washington State Board on Com-
munity and Technical Colleges (WSBCTC), Peninsula College and 6 area Tribal Nations 
convened for a Government-to-Government Summit at the Peninsula College Longhouse. 
During the summit, Peninsula College President Suzy Ames announced before the summit 
attendees, there are some changes being made in the faculty union agreements relating to 
Indigenous Language courses. 
 
Since Fall 2020, the Klallam Language has been offered for credit at the college. During a 
full academic year, 6 courses total are offered—3 in the 100 level and 3 in the 200 level. As 
of Fall 2022, the Makah Language began being offered for credit. Then in Winter 2023, the 
Quileute Language also began being offered for credit. All three Indigenous languages rep-
resent the 6 area Tribal Nations/Bands in the college service area. The nations/bands include 
Lower Elwha, Jamestown, Port Gamble, Makah, Quileute and Hoh.  
 
Initially, faculty who did not have a master's or doctorate degree needed a ‘Teacher of 
Record’ in order for students to receive college credits. This is a requirement in western edu-
cation. In President Ames’ announcement to the Tribal Leaders, this requirement is no long-
er needed. Under the recent changes in the faculty union agreements, tribal language teach-
ing certifications are now recognized. A similar change in agreements occurred at the 
Wenatchee College through the leadership of WSBCTC Director of Tribal Affairs, Lynn Pal-
manteer-Holder. Director Palmanteer-Holder graciously assisted Peninsula College with this 
important change.  
 
What does this mean for the Klallam Language? Effective Spr ing 2023, our current 
language faculty, Jonathan Arakawa, Brooke Wellman, Loni Grinnell-Greninger and Karron 
McGrady, can independently co-teach the language without a teacher of record. Thanks to 
the efforts and background of our Linguist, Dr. Timothy (Tim) Montler, we have been able 
to teach with him as our teacher of record. Indigenous language teachers who don’t have a 
master’s or doctorate degree no longer a Teacher of Record. By having tribal teaching certi-
fications finally acknowledged, the language teacher’s names will be sufficient on the 
course title and syllabus, only if they are tribally certified language teachers.  
 
Let me be very clear: Many of us are still dedicated to receiving higher education. 
Some of us are on that path currently. However, this change represents a huge AND great 
step in the right direction towards indigenizing and decolonizing education. Peninsula Col-
lege is truly making progress.  
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Digital Literacy 
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Child Care 
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House of Learning 
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Library 
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Education 

Hello all, 
 
We recently started the afterschool program back up for 1st-6th grade students 
where they get to enjoy free time in the gym, snack, homework help, and they 

even get to earn time on the computers by reading   We currently have 11 stu-
dents signed up with 4 spots remaining! We are offering rides home to all tribal 
housing in the lower, middle, upper, and if needed we can meet parents at the 
Lower Elwha Food and Fuel. Rides home begin at 4:30 provided by myself or 
Cheyenne Wheeler. There are permission slips located at Dry Creek, the library, 
and with recreation staff in the gym.  
 
Also if any member has a meeting with the school administration at Dry Creek 
Elementary please do not hesitate to request for myself or the Native American 
Interventionist, LeAndra Cable-Bruce to attend your meeting to help advocate 
for you and your child. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Nizhoni Wheeler 
K-6 Academic Support Specialist  
Nizhoni.wheeler@elwha.org   

My name is Leandra Cable-Bruce I work at Dry 
Creek Elementary as the Native American Inter-
ventionist. I grew up on the Lower Elwha Reser-
vation, I am from the Snohomish Tribe. My mom 
is Ralena (Reba) Cornelson and my dad is Dan Ca-
ble. My grandma and grandpa are Garnet and 
Philip Charles from Lower Elwha and my Grand-
ma Doloris is from Jamestown. I am excited to 
continue working with our students and their 
families, and connecting with my community. If 
you have any questions or want to reach out my 
email is lcable-bruce@portangelesschools.org 
and my work number is (360)457-3637. 

mailto:Nizhoni.wheeler@elwha.org
mailto:lcable-bruce@gg.pasd.wednet.edu
mailto:lcable-bruce@portangelesschools.org
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Heritage Center 

March 30th & 31st, 2023 

Native Financial Empowerment  

Resource Event 

SAVE THE DATE 

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

(360) 417—8545 

 

Featuring educators and attendees 

from T3 Tribal Technologies, North-

west Native Asset Building Coalition, 

American Financial Solutions, with 

more being added daily! 
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Heritage Center 

CDL Courses Available April 2023 
 

Peninsula College has been awarded $880,000 to expand it’s CDL Pro-

gram—What does this mean for you? 

“With the addition of  the ‘Commercial Drivers License and Related Instruction-
al Programs Fund (CDL Fund),’ PC will be able to significantly increase CDL 
enrollment and therefore prepare more students for trucking and trucking-
related supply chain industry jobs in the area.” 

The new funding will also allow the college to provide tuition assistance to stu-
dents with financial need who have exhausted or do not qualify for funding from 
other sources such as the Washington Innovation and Opportunity Act, Basic 
Food Employment and Training, or Peninsula College Foundation. 

“With CDL Fund support, we can increase enrollment from 40 students to 130 
plus students per year while providing expanded tuition assistance,”  

 - www.pencol.edu/news 
 

Does this make CDL Classes free? 

No! CDL classes cost $6995 per person to attend. With PC’s new funding, you 
may be eligible for a partial tuition waiver, but you must apply for it. There are 
other funding sources available locally that can decrease your out of  pocket ex-

penses. 
 

How do I find these other funding sources? 

We can help! Contact Nicole Volkmann at the Heritage Center. (x2912)  to set 
up an appointment. We will identify which programs and scholarships might be 
a fit for you, help you apply, and walk you through the process! A signed release 
of  information form will allow us to work one on one with the college on your 

behalf. 
 

When is the next class?: April 17th—20th, 2023 

Nicole.Volkmann@elwha.org—(360) 417-8545 x2912 
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Elwha River Casino 
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Trails Map 
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Community Calendar 
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Community News 

Wishing Laz & Ashley 

Tinoco a very happy  

anniversary. 

I love you both so much. 

Love always  

Mom  

 

 

Congratulations to Justice and Julian Wells who were each awarded 

Student of the Month for January, 2023 at their respective schools!   

Congrats to Joaquin Robideau as you 

complete your senior year playing Var-

sity Basketball for Rainier Beach HS and 

also achieving academic excellence. We 

are so proud of you!  

Love , Mom and Dad and our entire 

family.  

Happy birthday mom and 

happy anniversary mom 

and dad. From Chloe, 

Sadie and Cooper.  

2 birds 1 stone  

Congratulations! (Grandson) Maurice 
and Jordan for receiving the Silver Hon-
or Roll Achievement Award, having a 3.0 
grade point average on their 1st quarter 

report card.  

We are proud of you both - Mom Ashley, 
Mom Harmony, Grandma, and Grand-

pa. 
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LEPD 

 

2023 Service Record for L & O Jan. 

911 Hang-Up 8 

Alarm/Alarm Check 3 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 181 

Citizen Assist 15 

Citizen Contact 4 

Civil 1 

Community Oriented Policing 62 

Court Paperwork/Service 11 

Disturbance 4 

DUI 1 

DV 1 

Eluding 2 

Follow Up 11 

Found/Recovered/Lost Prop-
erty 1 

Fraud 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 59 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 1 

Other Agency Assist 3 

Overdose 1 

Prisoner Transport 4 

Prowler/Vehicle Prowler 2 

Report of Open Door/Window 12 

Runaway 1 

Suicide/Suicidal 4 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 8 

Theft 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/ 6 

Traffic Stops 24 

Trespass 4 

Violation of Court Order 2 

Vehicle Accidents 4 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 1 

Welfare Check 3 

Warrants-Tribal 3 

Total 451 
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 Resolution List 

 Date 
Resolution 

Number 
Title 

Vote 
For/Against/Abstain 

1-31-23 15-23 

Approving paysafe payment processing solutions, LLC dba petroleum 
card services (PCS) merchant services agreement for ht eElwha food & 
fuel, Cedar box smoke shop, and the food truck, with a limited sover-
eign immunity 

4 0 0 

1-31-23 17-23 Approval of LEKT community use of facilities policy and procedures 4 0 0 

1-31-23 18-23 Approval of LEKT education assistance program policy and procedures 4 0 0 

2-6-23 19-23 Suzie Bennett—National endowment of the Humanities grant 3 0 0 

1-31-23 20-23 
Approval of utility service agreement to establish utility service con-
nection for Elwha Baptist church and Elwha assembly of god church 

4 0 0 

1-31-23 21-23 Approval of professional services contract w/Ridolfi, Inc. for FY 2023 4 0 0 

1-31-23 22-23 
Authorization for tribal attorney’s office to approve participation in 
class-action opioid settlements 

4 0 0 

1-31-23 24-23 Approval of EPA performance partnership grant application 4 0 0 

2-6-23 25-23 
Washington state broadband office (WSBO) broadband infrastructure-
ARPA capital grant 

3 0 0 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Melissa Gilman, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7461 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
Leif Ellis, 360.477-1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Michelle Charles, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Donna Goldsbury, Prenatal        
Program Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Marilyn Edgington, Ext .7444 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Food Bank 
22 Spokwes Drive 
360.452.8471 
Dorene Charles, Coordinator  
Ext. 7690 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Ed Johnson 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

3/9 Billy Frank Jr Day 
3/15-3/16 ERC Hiring Fair 
3/17 St Patrick’s Day 
3/20 First Day of Spring 
3/30-3/31 Financial Resource Fair 

To submit an article or join our email distribution 

list please send a note to Newsletter@Elwha.org. 

You can also find each monthly edition at  

https://www.elwha.org/newsletter/ 

 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Newsletter@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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