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B u s i n e s s  N a m e  

čʔéʔɬx̣ʷaʔ syə́cəm 

            L OW E R  E LW H A  K L A L L A M  T R I B E  

Elwha Athletes Recognized 
Congratulations to Tyler Hunter, Walter         

Williams and Daryl Duckett Jr for their recent 

achievements! 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

A LOT OF ILLNESS IS GOING AROUND 

Folks are experiencing a lot of sickness in the past month. RSV has started to drop off in hos-

pitalization rates, but influenza A, Strep Throat, and COVID are all over in our community. IF 

YOU ARE SICK STAY HOME. If you have to go into crowded places, wear a mask and limit your 

time at indoor gatherings.  
 

6 months and older are now eligible for the MODERNA Bivalent 
Booster! 
The new COVID-19 booster includes a booster for the Omincron variant and the original 

COVID strain. Call LEHD to schedule your booster 360-452-6252. 

$200 adult check/$100 youth gift card for COVID booster shots 

The COVID vaccine support program is still up and running and offering $200 for ALL COVID BOOSTER SHOTS 

(18+), and $100 gift card for youth booster shots. To apply visit the links on https://www.elwha.org/covid/

covid-vaccine-support-programs/ 
 

Indoor Gatherings? 

We’re still in Phase 5 of the COVID reopening plan. Gatherings outdoors and indoors with un-

limited number of participants, masks are strongly encouraged for indoor gatherings.  
 

Free COVID Tests 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe is also offering free COVID tests for local community members that 

have a recent exposure or COVID symptoms.  

To request the test to be dropped off for local homes visit: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/

form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0  

To pick up tests, you can stop by the front desk of Social Services or the Tribal Center, House 

of Learning, or the Food Bank. 

State of Washington is offering Free COVID tests as well, they can be ordered here: https://

www.sayyescovidhometest.org/  
 

Do We Still Have COVID Cases? 

Yes! We have seen a big rise in cases and a huge jump in other illness (strep, hand food 

mouth, cold, etc.). Please make sure to stay home if you are sick!  

- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
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Vaccine Information 
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For the Love of A Dog 
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For the Love of a Dog 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Language & Culture 
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Language & Culture 
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Language & Culture 

       



Elwha News—January 2023                                                                                    Page 10              

Language & Culture 
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Language & Culture 
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Recreation 

 

GYM CALENDAR 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 
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Child Care 
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Child Care 
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Library 
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Library 
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Housing 
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Emergency Management 

 

When we think about preparing for a natu-
ral disaster its usually in the context of being 
at home. 

But it is possible that we could be at work or 
on the road. So its a good idea to have a dis-
aster kit in your vehicle. Pictured is a com-
mercially available kit that costs about $120. 
It contains food, water, blankets, hygiene kit, 
small tools, sanitation supplies, first aid kit, 
lights and chargers.  

You can also make your own for cheaper. I 
suggest that you add a few items such as books and other forms of entertainment.  

Its important to have the kit in your vehicle but don't forget about it.  

Check it at least every 6 months to make sure that everything is still in good work-
ing order. 

If you ever get stuck in your vehicle for an extended period of time then you'll be 
glad that you did.  
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Family Advocacy 

       Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.  E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Happy New Year 2023 Readers, Tribal and Community Members! 

Below is review of the Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program staff Activities in 2022. 

The entire year, LEFA has one personnel while continue advertising one advocate and awareness specialist position. 

Along with the Planning Department staff, lead by Arlene Wheeler, Social Service Director Becca Sampson-Weed, and 

I (Beatriz) co-wrote two grants applications to the DOJ-OVW – Department of Justice Office of Violence Against Wom-

en. However, it was only one grant application accepted and awarded in the amount of $720,000.00 for the Lower Elwha 

Family Advocacy Program.  The OVW grant FY 2017 was extended and will end on March 2023.  

Attended meetings/trainings: Virtual/Zoom: Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Program conference; 17th  Inter-

Tribal Working Group, Office of Violence Against Women and Tribal Law Policy and Institute; WSCADV Peninsula 

and Regional meeting; Native Financial Empowerment and Recovery; Indian Health Services – ECHO; MMIW Task 

Force; R3N Resource/Housing; Technology-enabled abuse; Human Trafficking; Mindfulness Zoom Classes; Northwest 

Coast Tribal Partners; Point-in-time with Serenity House- Port Angeles, WA; DV National Day Count; Cybercrime 

LEKT Know be4; Mandatory New Grantee Orientation – OVW FY 2022 grant; Honoring Veterans: Past, Present, and 

Future; Klallam Language class 

In-person: 18th  Inter-Tribal Working Group, Office of Violence Against Women, Tribal Law Policy and Institute and 

NAC - Columbia, SC; Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence Conference - Lynnwood, WA; 17th Trib-

al Government to Government Tribal Consultation – Anchorage, AL; WomenSpirit Coalition Family Safety Center In-

augural meeting – Sequim, WA; 19th Inter-Tribal Working Group, Office of Violence Against Women and Tribal Law 

Policy and Institute – Palm Springs CA; 17th DOJ-OVC – Office of Victims of Crime National Indian Nations Confer-

ence – Palm Springs, CA; LEKT Business Committee for grants and DV proclamation; and involved in several other 

event opportunities. 

Provided Educational Awareness and in partnerships with many programs: January – Virtual National Stalking Aware-

ness and Teen Dating Violence Awareness; April – in-person National Sexual Assault Awareness; May- in-person Na-

tional Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women/People; October – in-person National Domestic Violence Awareness 

month/Lower Elwha Domestic Violence Awareness month with resource fair and walk; Virtual Women’s Support 

Group scheduled; in-person/Zoom Elwha Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force meetings; Eleven Elwha 

newsletter articles submitted. 

Reports: 2 OVW semi-annual narrative/progress reports; 2 BIA-Bureau of Indian Affairs Financial and Assistance and 

Social Services reports; 2 LEKT Director monthly reports which started in October; 1 National Domestic Violence 

Count Day report; 1 Clallam County Point-in-Time count report.  Other participation and outreach: National Domestic 

Violence Count Day, Clallam County Point-in-Time count, Veteran Stand Down, and Clallam Job Fair.  

Direct Services and Information and Referrals: Approximately 50 unduplicated direct services with multiple direct ser-

vices. About 200 information and referrals – non-victims/survivors direct services.  Recognition: 2021 Board of Directors 

Appreciation from WomenSpirit Coalition.  

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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Family Advocacy 

Staff personal journey and healing: I was granted to take personal leave several times. Dec/Jan, I went home to the Philip-

pines with some family members and with my late sister Carmelita’s remain. There, I witnessed the Tingian traditional 

funeral service for my sister. I met relatives and friends that have not seen for about 39 years. The day before my depar-

ture to U.S.A, I got COVID-19 which delayed my return to the U.S.  Despite of my COVID experienced, in June, I went 

back to my birth place took care of my parents’ real estate, attended 18th birthday debut celebration, visited two relatives 

that passed away, and visited Singapore for the first time.  During 2022, I also visited Hawaii twice for family members’ 

doubled-funeral service, and I attended my niece wedding party.  Thankfully, with all of personal travels, I managed to 

response calls and emails as possible. The rest of calls and personal services were rendered by my supervisor Becca 

Sampson-Weed and co- department worker Iliana Jones.  In fall season, I challenged myself and took virtual Klallam Lan-

guage class at Peninsula Community College. I truly loved it and learned quite a bit. 

Thank you (háʔnəŋ cn) so much to all of you who had and have helped me, encouraged me, supported me, and collabo-

rated/partnered with me in many activities/awareness and victims’ services.  Together, we made differences into the lives of 

so many people in needs of our advocacy.  Thank you to my family, co-department workers, and friends for your love. 

Pictures: WSC – WomenSpirit Coalition Shawl in honored victims/survivors of DV, SA, MMIW/P, and LGBTQ; Ms. R. 

Jones, OVW my grant manager was appreciated with blanket at 19 th ITWG meeting 12/06; Rachel J, Diane C, Jessica G, and 

myself at the 17th OVC National Indian Conference in Palm Springs, CA 12/06-09 amongst with about 1,500 participants. 

 

 

All the best this year 2023, Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEFA Program Manager/Victim Advocate 
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Community News 

 

 
 

Congratulations! 

Ciara Cargo-Acosta was voted Junior 

Homecoming Royalty at Crescent School  

Audrey Gales was honored to be voted Sophomore     

Homecoming Royalty for Crescent High School 2022!  

Congratulations to Walter Williams (son of 

Georgina Gilman) and the Bellarmine Lions 

on your Championship win at the National 

Youth Championship Bowl in Arizona in No-

vember!  

Love you Bubbas, Aunty Bug 

Walter and his family would like to thank the 

community for the support in fundraising to 

be able to travel to Arizona for this Champi-

onship Bowl!  

Congratulations Cheyenne Zimmer 

We are very proud of you on your 

academic letter award.  

 

Love you forever and always 

Grandma & Grandpa 

HAPPY 12th BIRTHDAY to my 

favoritest princess in the whole 

wide world! I love you the 

mostest like hostess and I hope 

you have the best year on earth 

yet Zoey 

Love always, 

Mom.  

Happy    

Birthday 

Nana !  

I love you ! 

 

Love Taylor 

Allen  

Happy Birthday  

Nando, Omari and Ziggy!!! 

Love: Rosie and boys 

Happy Birthday to Russell Orville!! 

Love: Auntie Rosie, Marcos and Makai 
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Community News 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday Nana !  

 

My Momma, Loretta A Charles AKA Nana will be 91 years 

young on January 3, 2023! She is very Klallam Strong, she is the oldest living elder on the Lower Elwha 

Klallam reservation.  My girls and I, wanted to give her a Birthday Shout out and let her know she is “So very 

special to us” and to many in the community. She is loved so much! I love you Mom.  

Love,  

Cindy, Pebbles & her daughters Rosie, Diana and Melaine 

and their kids. 

PS. HBD to Diana J, Elvira Rose, Makai,  

Nando, Omari & Ziggy! 

Happy birthday to my       

beautiful granddaughter  

Miss Elvira Rose 

January 25th 

Love you so much  

 

 

Love grandma Dorene 

Happy 11th Birthday Makai J!! 

We love you so much. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Love: Mom and the fam  

Happy 13th Birthday Elvira 
Rose! 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Love: Auntie Rosie and 
boys 

Happy 13th    

Birthday Sis  

Love, Mom  

 

Happy Birthday 

Nando, Omari & 

Ziggy! –Melaine & 

Kids 

 

Happy Birthday 

Diana J! Love 

Melaine & Kids  
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LEPD 

 

Service Record for L & O NOV 

911 Hang-Up 2 

Alarm/Alarm Check 8 

Animal Calls 2 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 179 

Citizen Assist 3 

Citizen Contact 1 

Civil 1 

Community Oriented Policing 52 

Court Paperwork/Service 12 

Courtesy Transport 1 

Disturbance 5 

Drug Violation 1 

DV 2 

Follow Up 21 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 2 

Fraud 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 56 

Indecent Exposure 1 

Junk Vehicle 1 

Malicious Mischief 1 

Mental/ITA 2 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 4 

Other Agency Assist 7 

Prisoner Transport 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 3 

Suicide/Suicidal 1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 9 

Theft 3 

Threats 1 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 7 

Traffic Stops 4 

Trespass 1 

Unwanted Person 1 

Vehicle Accidents 6 

Vehicle Disabled 1 

Welfare Check 5 

 Warrant  Attempts 1 

Warrants-Tribal 1 

Total 412 
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 Resolution List 

Date 
Resolution 

Number 
Title 

Vote 
For/Against/Abstain 

11-15-22 99-22 Approval of Head Start & Early Head Start application FY 2023 2 0 0 

12-8-22 101-22 Approval of renewed outside attorney contract w/ Kanji & Katzen 2 0 0 

12-8-22 102-22 
Approving petroleum card services (PCS) merchant services agreement 
for the Elwha Food and Fuel, Cedar box smoke shop, and food truck, 
w/ limited waiver of tribal soverign immunity 

2 0 0 

12-8-22 103-22 Approval of recodified Elwha Justice Code 2 0 0 

12-8-22 104-22 
Approval of agreement to Shopify terms and conditions, including a 
potential personal guarantee for business funds the tribe may owe 
Shopify 

2 0 0 

12-8-22 105-22 
Approving amendments to sections 207, 701.5, 701.7 and 802 of the 
Tribal Government employee handbook 

2 0 0 

12-8-22 106-22 
Approval of master sales agreement between Empire technology 
group LTD (EGT) and LEKT dba Elwha River Casino with a limited waiver 
of sovereign immunity 

2 0 0 

12-8-22 107-22 
Approval of sale agreement between Scientific Games and LEKT dba 
Elwha River Casino 

2 0 0 

12-8-22 108-22 Approval of the LEKT General Assistance (GA) polices and procedures 2 0 0 

12-8-22 109-22 LEKT Title VI elder nutrition and caregiver program; US Admin on aging 2 0 0 

 

Oh hi, this is Maurice “Moe” Charles-Raub from Enrollment.  

Lately I’ve been trying to put all our descendant applicants   

into our system, if you or you know someone who is a            

descendant then please come fill out an application. This helps 

us a lot especially with CIBs (Certificate of Indian Blood) so 

we know who you are. If you have any questions my ext. is 

7477 and our address is 463 Stratton Rd in the tiny building.  

Have a great day. 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Melissa Gilman, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7461 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
Leif Ellis, 360.477-1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Michelle Charles, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Donna Goldsbury, Prenatal        
Program Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Marilyn Edgington, Ext .7444 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Ed Johnson 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

1/1 New Years Day 
1/16 Martin Luther King Jr Day 
1/26 Treaty Day 

WOULD YOU RATHER NOT RECEIVE A PAPER?  

We are evaluating the level of Interest for emailed 

newsletters. If you would rather not receive the 

newsletter by mail, please contact Chrissi Ducotey by 

email (chrissi.ducotey@elwha.org). She will begin to 

gather a list of those who prefer to receive electronic 

files only, and we will determine if this is a workable 

option. 

 

 

Newsletter submissions and suggestions may 

now be received at  

Newsletter@Elwha.org 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Chrissi.Ducotey@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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