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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

$200 adult check/$100 youth gift card for COVID booster shots 

The COVID vaccine support program is still up and running and offering $200 for 

ALL COVID BOOSTER SHOTS (18+), and $100 gift card for youth booster shots. To 

apply visit the links on https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-

programs/  New Bivalent COVID-19 booster!! 

The new COVID-19 booster includes a booster for the Omicron variant and the 

original COVID strain. Call LEHD to schedule your booster 360-452-6252 

 

Free COVID Tests 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe is also offering free COVID tests for local community 

members that have a recent exposure or COVID symptoms.  

 

To request the test to be dropped off for local homes visit: https://

app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0  

To pick up tests, you can stop by the front desk of Social Services or the Tribal Cen-

ter, House of Learning, or the Food Bank. 

 

State of Washington is offering Free COVID tests as well, they can be ordered here: 

https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/  

 

Do We Still Have COVID Cases? 

We have seen a very small number of COVID cases in our community.  

 

We are still in Phase 5 of our Re-Opening Plan and Yellow for mask 

wearing.  

We’re still in Phase 5 of the COVID reopening plan. Gatherings outdoors and in-

doors with unlimited number of participants, masks are strongly encouraged for 

indoor gatherings.  
- Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://www.elwha.org/covid/covid-vaccine-support-programs/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
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Vaccine Information 
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Emergency Management 
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Strategic Planning 
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Strategic Planning 
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Ecology 
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New Employees 

       

Hello everyone. My name is Gregory Montesz Kelley Shears, Montesz for short.  

I am the new academic support specialist at Stevens. I have lived and worked in your commu-

nity for over five years in the schools. I'm proud and honored to be able to serve you all and 

learn from you. I'm open for questions, comments, concerns or just to get to know me. I love 

working with young people. I believe that our world can learn a lot from the minds and hearts 

of those we have entrusted our future to.  

Thank you and thank you!  

 

gregory.kelley-shears@elwha.org 

360-809-9274 

Montesz Kelley-Shears  

My name is Danielle Johnson and I couldn’t be more delighted to be the fresh, new  
TANF Youth Advocate.  

I grew up in Port Townsend, made my way all over the country and I am blessed to say,  
the Pacific Northwest will always be home.  

I am a North Carolina Choctaw descendant and my husband is Makah, from the Johnson family. My 
blended family has been built on traditions of our ancestors.  

Being a mother and nurturer comes first for me and I believe our youth need to feel heard, loved 
and important.  

I am an open book and if you have any questions, never hesitate to reach out.  
Danielle Johnson 

(360)797-8715 

Welcome, and Congratulations  

to these employees in their new and 

changing roles! 
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Dental Clinic 
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Recreation 
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Drum Group 

 

Contact Information: Harmony Arakawa 360.452.8471 x7422 or Harmony.Arakawa@elwha.org 

Lower Elwha Drum Group 

SAVE THE DATES: Tuesday, November 8th and November 22nd, from 

5pm-7pm is drum group practice at the Culture Center, 322 Stratton 

Rd.  

On December 16th, 6pm-9pm, we will be hosting a Christmas 

themed Intertribal/Jam Session at the Tribal Center’s dining hall. 

Jamestown and Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe will be in attendance 

and would love for you and your family to join us as well. There will be 

a small regalia repair station of beads, thread, needles, and buttons. 

If you need anything repaired (*activate Bob Barker voice) Come on 

down! 
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Head Start & Early Head Start 

 
November Events! 

1st—4th: Parent/Teacher Conferences — Classes end at noon 

11th: Veterans’ Day Holiday — No School 

16th: Family Night 5:30—7:00 pm. Rattle Making 

17th: Wear your Moccasins Day 

24th & 25th: Thanksgiving Holiday — No School 

30th: Teacher Inservice Day — No School 

Head Start has several openings for students 3 to 4 years old. Children who were three 

or four on August 31st can apply. Drop by 291 Spokwes Drive, or call 360-504-3141, or 

email lola.moses@elwha.org for an application. 

Family Night Fun! 

Several families joined us on October 19th for 

an evening of pizza and making moccasins. 

Each family was able to create a pair of moc-

casins for their child. This year we are provid-

ing opportunities for families to create lasting 

memories with a cultural theme. 

Don’t miss the next Family Night on November 

16th for Rattle Making! 
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Child Care 
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Library 
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Food Bank 
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Crescent Indigenous Students Committee 

On October 6, 2022 Crescent Indigenous Students Committee held an assembly for the elementary 

and middle school to share a part of their culture and acknowledge the land as Klallam Territory.  

The student-led group was brought together by Audrey Gales and all Indigenous students in Cres-

cent High School are able to participate.  

The group had stations of different parts of their culture they wanted to share, which included 

Canoes, Regalia, Cedar weaving, Drums, Beading, Kickball  and even frybread.  

They ended the event with a land acknowledgment and speech by Audrey Gales recognizing In-

digenous Peoples Day as well as mentioning the closest documented village is Crescent Bay.  

The Klallam Culture Department came and supported the group, helping with the speech and 

singing and dancing.  

A special Thanks to all the students who participated:  

Audrey Gales, Jeremy Charles, Eli Tipler, Carter Clifford, Payton Watson, Shawnee Tom, Ciara 

Cargo-Acosta, Hailey Charles, Conner Ferro-May, Sahnai Charles, Chloe Ferro-May, Jared Gad-

berry, Loki Ellis, Donovon Allen, Zeek Bird, Kaiden Charles, and James Spears.  

My hands go up to you all, you represented yourselves and your community beautifully! 

háʔnəŋ cən há 

Melissa Gilman 

Crescent Indigenous Students Committee 



 Elwha News—November 2022                                                                                           Page 19 

Crescent Indigenous Students Committee 
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Family Advocacy 

       Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe - Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program (Social Services Department) 

3080 Lower Elwha Road; Office (360) 565-7275 ext. 7453; (360) 460-1745;  

(360) 775-9346 crisis or non-crisis matters.  E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Prevention/Awareness and Support Group.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

Greetings! 
The following are few Outreach and Awareness I have done since I last sent the newsletter article for October. 

 On Tuesday, October 25th 2022, under the LEFA program and the Elwha Domestic  
Violence and Sexual Assault Task Force Team, we will celebrate the annual October National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month and October Domestic Violence Awareness Month on the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Reservation.  
The theme of this year awareness is “Walk the Path of Healing through Awareness/Advocacy - šə́təŋ̕ st cə súɬ ʔaʔ 
cə ɬáɬuʔ”.  I will send result and photos of this event for December newsletter.  For now, I would like to extend my heart-
felt gratitude for all of my partners and collaborators especially the Elwha Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Task 
Force Team members (staff of LEKT different programs) who have been helping, organize, and ensuring this aware-
ness/advocacy will be done safe and successful. 

 October 19th, LEFA staff participated on the Clallam Job Fair. 

 October 18th, during the Lower Elwha Business Committee meeting, the Business  
Committee approved and signed the Proclamation as official recognition of October as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month on the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe Reservation.  This is in similar October is National Domestic Violence Aware-
ness/Action Month. Thank you so much Council for your support. I am also grateful to Prosecutor Attorney Diane Cabre-
ra for writing the letter and the proclamation.  

 The Elwha DV/SA Task Force Team met 3 times for the planning and preparation of  
October awareness event.  

 Beatriz participated in an annual Veteran Stand Down on October 6th at Clallam Fair 
Ground.  

 September 21 to 23, Honorable Frances Charles, Attorney Diane Cabrera and I attended  
the 17th Annual Government-to-Government Tribal Consultation in Anchorage, Alaska.  Many Tribal leaders, Tribal rep-
resentatives throughout the 49 States including Alaskan Tribes have provided in-person testimony in matters affecting 
victims/survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, staking, dating violence, and missing and murder indigenous peo-
ple.  This consultation was sponsored and facilitated by the DOJ-OVW- Department of Justice –Office of Violence 
Against Women. In September 21st while we were at the consultation, Chairwoman Frances Charles received an award 
notification from Justgants. Honorable Charles forwarded the email to me and other staff.  The email states, 
“Congratulations! Application GRANT13621074 submitted under the 2022 OVW Fiscal Year 2022 Grants to Indian Tribal 
Governments Program Solicitation has been selected for an award.”  This is the grant application we submitted in May 
24, 2022, a total grant award of $720,000.00 for Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program.  A HUGE THANK YOU to 
OVW, LEKT Council, Grant Writing Department (Arlene Wheeler, Craig Smith and Delsen Lauderback), Social Services 
Director Becca Sampson-Weed, Dee Koester at WomenSpirit Coalition, and anyone who helped us of this grant applica-
tion a success.  
Thank you to all Veterans!  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  Sincere gratitude to all of you who have been supporting this 
program!   

Best Regards, 
Beatriz B. Arakawa, LEFA Program Manager and Victim Advocate 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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Recovery Awareness 
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Community News 

 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday 

Isabelle 

2 years! 

-Bub 

Happy 

Birthday 

Jalen/Lil 

Auntie! 

We love 

you!! 

Melaine & 

Kids 

Happy 

16th 

Birthday 

Roger! 

We love 

you, Mom 

& Sis 

Happy Birthday Rae and 

Quanah, may you 

have a blessed year! 
Melaine & Kids 

 

Happy Birthday Julie, 
keep being 

the rockstar that you are! 

Melaine & Kids 

 

Happy Birthday Kam & 

Ash! 

We love you, Melaine & 

Kids 

Happy Birthday Melaine 

Love, Your Momma 
 

Happy Birthday Grandsons  

Roger and Quanah 

Love, Gramma Pebs 

 

Flagging Classes Start  

November 18th! 

This class is ATSSA Certified—valid in 

all 50 states! 

Registration ends Nov 16th.  

 

Contact Nicole Volkmann to enroll. 

(360) 452-8545 x2912 

Nicole.Volkmann@elwha.org 
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Shaker Church 
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LEPD 

 

 

Service Record for L & O Sept.  

911 Hang-Up 6 

Abandoned Vehicle 1 

Alarm/Alarm Check 3 

Animal Calls 2 

Auto Theft 2 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 212 

Citizen Assist 10 

Citizen Contact 8 

Civil 6 

Community Oriented Policing 46 

Court Paperwork/Service 10 

CPS/APS 3 

Courtesy Transport 3 

Disturbance 5 

DUI 2 

DV 1 

Eluding 1 

Explosion 1 

Follow Up 25 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 3 

Fraud 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 45 

Harassment 1 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 3 

Noise Complaint 1 

Other Agency Assist 3 

Overdue Person 1 

Report of Open Door/Window 2 

Sex Offense/Monitor  1 

Suicide/Suicidal 1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 12 

Theft 2 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 6 

Traffic Stops 43 

Trespass 2 

Violation of Court Order 1 

Vehicle Accidents 6 

Weapons Discharge/Violation 2 

Welfare Check 5 

 Warrant  Attempts 1 

Warrants-Tribal 1 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  4 

Total 496 

Student Loan Relief Is Now Available 
Who Qualifies?: You qualify to have up to $10,000 forgiven if your loan is held by the Department of 

Education and you make less than $125,000 individually or $250,000 for a family. If you received Pell grants, 

which are reserved for undergraduates with the most significant financial need, you can have up to $20,000 for-

given. If you are a current borrower and a dependent student, you will be eligible for relief based on your par-

ents’ income, rather than your own.  

Apply Here:  https://studentaid.gov/debt-relief/application 

The application is simple and takes 5 minutes!  
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 Resolution List 

 Date 
Resolution 

Number 
Title 

Vote 
For/Against/Abstain 

9-6-22 83-22 
Approval of special diabetes program for Indians grant application 
2023-2028 

4 0 0 

10-3-22 85-22 Approval to submit FY 2022 Mass Marking research funding proposal 3 0 0 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Melissa Gilman, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7461 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
Leif Ellis, 360.477-1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Michelle Charles, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Donna Goldsbury, Prenatal        
Program Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Marilyn Edgington, Ext .7444 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Ed Johnson 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
 

11/7 Election Worker Heroes Day 
11/8 Drum Group Practice 
11/8 Election Day 
11/11 Veteran’s Day 
11/16 Family Night at Head Start 
11/22 Drum Group Practice 
11/24 Thanksgiving 

WOULD YOU RATHER NOT RECEIVE A PAPER?  

We are evaluating the level of Interest for emailed 

newsletters. If you would rather not receive the 

newsletter by mail, please contact Chrissi Ducotey by 

email (chrissi.ducotey@elwha.org). She will begin to 

gather a list of those who prefer to receive electronic 

files only, and we will determine if this is a workable 

option. 

 

 

Newsletter submissions and suggestions may 

now be received at  

Newsletter@Elwha.org 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Chrissi.Ducotey@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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