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háʔnəŋ cn – Thank You 

Dr McEachrane-Gross 

(Dr McG) 

Thank You 
The Lower Elwha Health Department would 

like to wish a happy retirement to our     
wonderful Dr McG.  She has provided      

compassionate and excellent medical care to 
the community for over 7 years. Her         

dedication to her patients extended beyond 
the clinic walls, by providing medical care in 

the  patient home. She educated future   
providers, some of whom chose to stay with 
our clinic after their learning experience. Our 

deepest gratitude. 
Her official last day will be August 30th, 2022  

The Lower Elwha Health Department 
would like to introduce our new provider 

Lillian Easton ARNP to the community. She 
is trained in primary care and is now      
accepting appointments. She can see      

patients of all ages, performs wellness   
exams, and provides all aspects of general, 

and chronic medical care. Call for an      
appointment at: 360-452-6252.  

háʔnəŋ cn ʔaʔ ti n̕sʔənʔá 

Welcome 

Lillian Easton ARNP, nurse practitioner 

Lower Elwha Health Department  

Medical Clinic 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT STAFFING UPDATES 
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Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer Update 

Do We Still Have COVID Cases? 

We have seen a VERY significant increase in COVID case in the recent month! To see case  visit 

elwha.org/COVID. Please make sure that you are following quarantine guidance, masking when 

around others, and checking in on family and loved ones that may be sick with COVID.  

 

Vaccinate youth before school begins! 

Kids ages 6 months -17 are now all eligible for COVID vaccinations. Call the clinic now to 

schedule!  360-452-6252. 

Youth 5 and older and now eligible for the booster dose if it has been 5 months since they 

completed their primary COVID series. Call the clinic now to schedule! 360-452-6252. 

 

50 AND OVER OR IMMUNOCOMPROMISED? CALL LEHD TO SCHEDULE YOUR   

SECOND COVID BOOSTER DOSE 

 

The adult vaccine support program has reopened!! www.elwha.org/COVID 

 

We are still in Phase 4 of our Re-Opening Plan and Yellow for mask wearing.  

We’re still in Phase 4 of the COVID reopening plan. Gatherings outdoors with unlimited number 

of participants, and gatherings indoors with no more than 40 people.  

 

Free COVID Tests 

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe is also offering free COVID tests for local community members that 

have a recent exposure or symptoms. To request the test to be dropped off for local homes    

visit: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0  

To pick up tests, you can stop by the front desk of Social Services or the Tribal Center, House of 

Learning, or the Food Bank. 

 

Federal Government is offering free COVID tests that can be delivered through the US Postal 

Service. To order your free tests visit: https://www.covidtests.gov/  

 

State of Washington is offering Free COVID tests as well, they can be ordered here: https://

www.sayyescovidhometest.org/  

Tia Skerbeck, Tribal Operations/Public Health Officer 

http://www.elwha.org/COVID
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7e651f2fbeb54e8eac868f98687d50d0
https://www.covidtests.gov/
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
https://www.sayyescovidhometest.org/
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Community Wellness 
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Vaccine Information 
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Vaccine Information 
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Health Department 
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Transportation Improvement Plan 
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Graduation 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Austin Holloway Daniel Cable Emayla Salazar Imagin Bankson 

Jayden Tejano Jaziah Roseveare Jerimiah Hall Joseph Lachester 

Marissa Graham Quanah Wheeler Rafael Moreno Rhett Wilson 
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Graduation 

GRADUATES!! 

Moving on to Middle 

School! 

Congratulations Isaac! 
Moving on to Middle 

School! 

Wendy Sampson 
Evergreen Graduation 2022 

Congratulations 
Angelina! 

Congratulations Grandson Maurice. 
Moving on from Dry Creek School to mid-

dle school next year. 
We are so proud of you Grandson. 

Grandma, & Grandpa.  

Congratulations to Dejon for his PC college 
AA degree 2022.  

We are all so proud of you Dejon.  

Moving onward to Middle School 
next year.  

Proud Parents and Grandparents.  

       

Chava Haller Hayden Ferrel 
Big thanks to everyone who 

turned out for the parade!  
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Nutrition & Diabetes 
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Nutrition, Diabetes & Food Bank 

Diabetes Exams 
Hope your summer is off to a good start.  Don’t forget to schedule  these important prevention exams. 

Diabetes care guidelines are: 

 Yearly eye exam 

 Yearly foot exam 

 Twice a year dental visit 

 Quarterly A1c diabetes test 

 Yearly lipid and kidney function test 

If you have questions or need a referral, please contact Dawn at 360-912-1500 

 

LOWER ELWHA FOOD BANK                              
 

MONDAY 8:30A.M. – 3:00P.M. 
TUESDAY CLOSED 

WEDNESDAY 8:30A.M. – 3:00P.M. 
THURSDAY Upper Elwha Vet Center 

12:30P.M. -4P.M. 
FRIDAY 8:30A.M. – 3:00P.M. 

 
(360)452-8471 EXT. 7690 

 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 

07/08/22 D.C.  
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Language & Culture Calendar 
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Library 

Summer Reading Program 

Don’t forget that kids up to 18 are invited to join the Library’s summer reading program, which runs through Au-

gust 19th. This year we’re doing Book Bingo, where kids pick a book which fits each category and try to get a bingo 

(or two). Come down to the Library to pick up a bingo sheet, get full rules and details, get book recommendations, 

and pick up a free book, to keep! (One per child) For the first 20 minutes read for each category, kids can get a 

ticket in our weekly prize drawing, which happens each Friday at 3:00pm. Finishing the book will earn a second 

ticket for that category. See the picture below for some examples of the many awesome weekly prizes we have 

available. For each bingo completed (that is, at least 20 minutes of reading for each category in a row, column, or 

diagonal), kids can earn a ticket in our grand prize drawing, which will also happen on August 19th at 3:00pm. 

Grand prizes for this summer include a National Geographic Glowing Marble Run, a pair of JBL wireless head-

phones, a LEGO Avengers Iron Man Hall of Armor set, and a Samsung Galaxy tablet.  

Grand Prizes: 

 
Some of the Weekly Prizes: 

 
Elder Book Delivery  

We are considering starting a new program at the Library which would deliver books to Tribal Elders weekly or as 
often as necessary. Participants in the program would select books (either through the Library’s web catalog or by 
contacting us directly) to be delivered to their home and books will be picked up as well when finished. We are 
currently assessing the feasibility of such a program and would like to hear your feedback to understand how 
much demand exists for the program. If this sounds like a program you would be interested in participating in, 
please contact Jason with any feedback you might have. You can visit us during our business hours, Mon-Fri 8am-
4pm, call at 360-452-8471 extension 7431, or email jason.morris@elwha.org or jessica.egnew@elwha.org. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

mailto:jason.morris@elwha.org
mailto:jessica.egnew@elwha.org
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Head Start 

 

Lower Elwha Head Start & Early Head Start 

360)- 452-2587  Ext 2  Early Childhood Director—Lola  
(Ext 1 Child Care Manager/Bobi)  

Health Manager:  Deanna        Transportation:  Francess        
Education Manager:  (Vacant)  Prenatal Educator: Darla      

Family Community Partnership Manager & Enrollment:  Michelle  

 LE Head Start Page 1  August 2022 

August 2022  čən̕t̕áqaʔ   

What’s happening at Lower Elwha Head Start? 

291 Spokwes Drive, PA   360-452-2587 

 August 10/Wednesday, 5:30-7:00  pm:  Port Angeles School District and Crescent School District  

Kindergarten Information Meeting with parents/guardians,  LEHS will provide food for all 

 August 12:  Early Head Start last day until September 1/ Thursday 

 August 15-19:  Head Staff attending Northwest Head Start Coalition Conference 

 August 22-26:  Inservice for Head Start staff 

 August 29/Monday:  5:00-7:00pm  Lower Elwha Head Start & Early Head Start Parent Orientation, 

food and child care will be provided 

 September 1/Thursday:  First day of 2022-23 Lower Elwha Head Start & Early Head Start  

WELCOME OUR NEW HEAD START TEAM MEMBER  

Please join us in welcoming Chloe Mandeville to our Head Start team in June 2022.  She is 

a teacher’s assistant in the Early Head Start program.   Chloe graduated from Crescent 

High School in 2021.  She enjoys her new job, especially watching the children grow and 

also creating new bonds with the children.  Her dream vacation is to go to Mexico.  Her 

favorite music artist is Chris Stapleton.  Welcome Chloe!!   

Her advice to the children is to “be happy and always have fun!” 

 JOBS @ Lower Elwha Head Start 

If you or someone knows of anyone looking for a job, please apply. 

 Early Head Start Lead Supervising Teacher *  Head Start Floating Teacher’s Aide 

 Bus Driver/Teacher’s Aide   *  Head Start Part Time Shadow Teacher 

 Early Head Start Lead Teacher    *  Head Start Teacher’s Aide 

 Early Head Start Teacher’s Aide   *  Teacher’s Aide/Bus Aide 

 Early Head Start Full Time Shadow Teacher *  Education Manager 

 Substitute Teacher’s Aide 

                                           Call Head Start:  360-452-8471 x 7471    Director, Lola Moses  
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Northwest Justice Project 
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Child Care 
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Child Care 
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Language & Culture 
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Family Advocacy 

Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program  
 

Greetings Tribal Members and Readers! 

I hope you are enjoying your summer time as much as I am.  It has truly been an honor and a privi-
lege reaching twenty-two years of residency and working for this beautiful community of the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe.  I am grateful to each and every one of you who have been supported, helped, and accepted 
me ever since I stepping into this land.  I would not have made it all through the years without of your love.  
I humbly ask for your continued support.  Thank you very much!!!   

To give you a heads up: 

Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program along with grant department and all involved in grant writing, 
have submitted an OVW-Office of Violence Women grant, “Grants to Indian Tribal Government 
Program Solicitation” on May 24th.  We hope to hear from OVW whether they will approve our 
grant proposal by September 2022.  Let us all hope that they will consider approving us so that we 
can continue our current work and start a new project that benefits our community and those victims 
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, and sex trafficking.  As of now, the 
LEFA is running under OVW grant which will end on September 30th.   

An awareness of MMIW /P – Missing and Murdered of Indigenous Women/People was successfully held 
on May 5th in collaboration with the Police Department/Crime Victim Program, Lower Elwha Food 
and Fuel, Clinic, Council and other programs.  Special thanks to Nancy Hamilton and the Police de-
partment for their hard work, Angelina Sosa and the Culture Program, LEKT Business Council and 
Social Services department always in support of our efforts to bring educational awareness into the 
community, and to all participants and volunteers for making MMIW/P event so worth it.  

July 22nd, another partnership with the Culture Program (Angelina Sosa) for drum making and aware-
ness about healthy relationships.  

Please watch for additional community events or support group information at Elwha.org, email, or mail 
outs. 

I would like to sincerely THANK YOU Becca Weed, SS director and Iliana Jones, Health Transi-
tion for taking on extra work and patience to manage the Lower Elwha Family Advocacy Program direct 
services and to Nancy Hamilton for partnering with community awareness event on behalf of LEFA and for 
the community at large while I was on personal leaved last June.    

Sincerely Yours, 

Beatriz Arakawa 

Program Manager and Victim Advocate 

3080 Lower Elwha Rd. Port Angeles, WA  98363 

Office: 360-565-7257 ext. 7453; Cellular Hotline 1: 360-460-1745; Hotline 2: 360-775-9346 

E-mail: Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org 

Assistance to Victims of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Dating Violence, Stalking, and Provide Pre-
vention/Awareness.    

Mission: Victim’s Safety and Autonomy through Advocacy and Community Awareness 

mailto:Beatriz.arakawa@elwha.org
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NatureBridge 
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Natural Resources 

Coastal Job: Tribal Fish and Wildlife Technician 
Vanessa Castle keeps a close eye on the salmon and big cats that roam around her coastal home. 

As told to Lindsay VanSomeren, and published in Hakai Magazine 
May 27, 2022 

  
Some people work in cubicles, others work in kitchens, but the most intriguing workplace of all may be the coast. Meet 
the people who head to the ocean instead of the office in our Coastal Jobs series. 
Vanessa Castle is a member of the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, based near Port Angeles, Washington, where she works as 
a fish and wildlife technician. She continues her tribe’s tradition of caring for the land by helping monitor the return of 
salmon on the Elwha River after the world’s largest dam removal project and investigating the population and predator-
prey dynamics of big cats on the Olympic Peninsula. 
My family members have always been salmon fishers. Even as a child, my mom would take me out gillnetting on the 
Elwha to exercise our treaty rights. My job was to clean fish. We had a fish camp right on the riverbank where we’d stay 
for weeks at a time, only coming home to shower. 
That was when the Elwha and Glines Canyon Dams were still in place. They were taken down starting in 2011. Our fish 
camp is gone now—it was washed away by the river. I was a little sad to see it go. But our elders tell us that the river is 
living and breathing, changing with the seasons. It’s beautiful to see the river move freely. And now that I work for my 
tribe, I can see the fish coming back. I’ve been one of the first people to see spawning salmon in some areas where they 
hadn’t been in 100 years, and that’s an indescribable feeling. 
When I was younger, I left to see the world. I ended up at Standing Rock on the border of South and North Dakota for 
over six months fighting to protect the water. I was even arrested and charged with a felony, which was thankfully dis-
missed. I came back with a profound sense that I needed to do the same work of protecting the water from exploitation 
here, with my tribe. 
I was first hired to help the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe’s fisheries department estimate the numbers of returning fish 
after the dam removals. While looking for fish, we have to walk upstream, so that we don’t muddy the water as we’re 
trying to see into it. I’ve also helped with a snorkel survey, free-floating down the river in a drysuit looking for fish in 
their nest, as well as spawned-out carcasses. 
Our department is like a family. I wish more young Indigenous people knew that these are good jobs. When some of the 
fish projects I was working on ended, my bosses transitioned me to a new project looking at how coastal cougars affect 
deer and elk populations. So now I split my time. 
I used to be afraid of cougars. As a hiker, I was taught that they’re a big danger, like they’re always watching you. But 
with this project, I get to watch them. Every six months, I help review files captured by a network of trail cameras to get 
a sense of the population size and of what individual animals are doing. I also go into the field to check on cougars when 
their GPS collars show that they’re hanging around one location a lot, such as after they kill prey. 
My favorite part of the job is doing captures. We wait for snow. Then, it’s time. We—technicians and biologists—drive 

old logging roads until we cross cougar tracks. We 
have a team of specially trained hounds, and they 
find and tree the cougar. We have to be very careful 
that we drive the animal up a good tree, so it’s not 
hurt on the way down. It can’t be hanging over a cliff 
or a river, for example. We dart the animal and back 
off, letting it come down on its own. When it falls 
asleep, we collar it, and take samples for genetic 
analysis so that we can see how the cougars are all 
related. 
The best part is making sure it wakes up okay—
seeing a cougar staring back at you from 20 feet [six 
meters] away is something that can change your life. 
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Happy 18th Birthday Antonio! 

We love you so, so much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Mom and Makai  

Your  

Announcement 

Here! 

 

Email Community News to  

Newsletter@Elwha.org by the 

3rd Friday of every month for 

inclusion into the next monthly 

newsletter. 

Community News 

Happy Birthday wishes to: Becky Charles, Naizoni Cagey, Alan V. Charles, George Charles, Charlene Lauderback, 
Juanita  Charles, Carol Brown and Ralph Ellsworth. 

Love you all and stay safe and healthy 
Elaine & Mike McFadden  

 

 

I just wanted to thank the following people for making 

my trip to Texas for the Dream All American Bowl and 

National Showcase possible. To my Grandparents, 

Mom and Joe and my Dad, My Aunty Jeannie and Gar-

net for doing the 50/50 raffle and everyone that 

bought tickets, My Uncle Marvin and Brother AJ for 

coming to support me in Texas, my Aunty Sateva for 

bringing my brother to and from the airport, great 

surprise btw, and Miss Stephanie for all of your help. I 

would also like to thank everyone that watched the 

game. It was a great learning experience and a great 

chance to play with the best in the country. It was an experience I will never forget. 

Thank you all. Oliver Martinez.  

“2 years, 24 months and 730 days of heart 

warming happiness and joy with you. 

I am so proud to call you my daughter, and 

brother is proud to call you his sister. You are 

smart, sassy, strong, beautiful, sweet, caring, 

kind. 

 

Happy 2nd Birthday Annalise Jayla! 

Love, Mom & Teagan 

 

Parents: Yvonne Bolstrom & Manuel Sanchez 

Brother: Teagan Bolstrom “  
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Homeowner’s Assistance Fund 
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LEPD 

Service Record for L & O June 

Alarm/Alarm Check 5 

Animal Calls 4 

Boating Activity/Hunting 1 

Burglary 1 

Business Check 162 

Citizen Assist 9 

Citizen Contact 15 

Civil 1 

Community Oriented Policing 76 

Court Paperwork/Service 8 

CPS/APS 1 

Courtesy Transport 1 

Disturbance 3 

Drug Violation 1 

Follow Up 8 

Found/Recovered/Lost Property 2 

Frequent Patrol Request 3 

Misc. Info/False Reporting 8 

Other Agency Assist 39 

Prisoner Transport 2 

Report of Open Door/Window 1 

Suspicious Person/Vehicle 3 

Traffic Control/Emphasis/Hazard 2 

Traffic Stops 46 

Trespass 3 

Welfare Check 2 

 Warrant  Attempts 2 

Warrants-Non-Tribal  1 

Total 410 

Thank you to everyone who attended Pepsi With Police! Keep an 

eye out for more community events throughout the summer. 
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 Resolution List 

 Date 
Resolution 

Number 
Title 

Vote 
For/Against/Abstain 

7-19-22 57-22 

Authorizing the filing of applications with the federa transit admin. An 
operating admin. Of the USDOT for federal transportation assistance 
authorized by chapter 53 of title 49 of the United States code and any 
other federal statutes administered by the federal transit admin. 

3 0 0 

7-19-22 58-22 
Trenchless constructions services, LLC contract Dry Creek utility bore 
for sewer line. 

3 0 0 

7-19-22 59-22 
Approval of the LEKT sexual assault response team (SART) Policies and 
procedures 

3 0 0 

7-19-22 60-22 
Approval of grant application between the LEKT police dept. and the 
US dept. of homeland security to participate in FY 2022 operation 
stonegarden 

3 0 0 

7-19-22 61-22 Approval of road ownership change 3 0 0 

7-19-22 62-22 
Approval of the first amendment to the settlement agreement be-
tween the State of Wa. And LEKT for the Tse-Whit-Zen village 

4 0 0 

7-19-22 63-22 Authorization of FY 2022 Pacific Salmon treaty funds 3 0 0 

7-19-22 64-22 Authorization of FY 2022 Timber, Fish & Wildlife supplemental funds 3 0 0 
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Tribal Directory 

Tribal Center 
2851 Lower Elwha Road 
Port Angeles, WA  98363 
360.452.8471 
Executive Director   
Tonya Greene, Ext. 7469 
Tribal Operations Officer  
Tia Skerbeck, Ext. 7420 
CFO Froilan Sarmiento, Ext. 7463 
 
Accounting                                                 
2851 Lower Elwha Road                             
Melissa Gilman, Grants                
Administrator   Ext. 7461 
Jo Klinski, Controller/Payroll        
Ext. 7460 
 
Cedar Box Smoke Shop                                              
4779 S Dry Creek Road 
Leif Ellis, 360.477-1170 
 
Children’s House of Learning 
(Early Head Start, Head Start, 
Child Care, Prenatal Program) 
291 Spokwes Dr 
360.504.3141 
Lola Moses, Early Learning Director 
Ext. 7471 
Bobi Clark, Child Care Program 
Manager Ext. 3402 
Deanna Murray, Health Manager 
Ext. 7470 
Michelle Charles, Family and   
Community Partnership Ext. 7474 
Donna Goldsbury, Prenatal        
Program Ext. 7475 
 
Education                                                     
Jessica Egnew, Director Ext. 7425 
 
Elwha Peaks Cannabis 
4775 S Dry Creek Rd, Port Angeles 
360.912.3469 
 
 

Elwha River Casino                                     
631 Stratton Road, 452.3005                           
Mike Watson, General Manager 
 
Elder Services 
Samantha Acosta, Coordinator    
Ext. 7466 
 
Employment Services/HR/TERO                                       
Sandra Johnson, Director Ext. 7429 
 
Enrollment Services                                      
Marilyn Edgington, Ext .7444 
 
Facilities & Maintenance                         
Warren Stevens, Director Ext. 7432 
 
Gaming Commission                                  
631 Stratton Road   
360.452.5628                               
Elaina Begay, Director 
 
Health Clinic                                           
243511 Highway 101 West                                        
360.452.6252 
Lorinda Robideau, Health Services 
Director 
                                                                                  
Heritage Center  
401 E. First Street, 360.417.8545                   
Nicole Volkmann, Manager         
Ext. 2912 
 
Human Resources                               
Ext. 7430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Authority                                         
22 Kwitsen Drive, 360.457.5116   
Janet Hren, Interim Director       
Ext. 7552 
                   
Information Technology                            
Ken Giersch, Director Ext. 7541 
 
Justice Center/Tribal Court                                           
341 Spokwes Drive   
360.452.6759 
 
Klallam Counseling Services                               
243613 W Hwy 101, Port Angeles             
360.452.4432 
Stormy Howell, Treatment       
Manager  
 
Law & Order/Police Dept.                                          
Justice Center 
341 Spokwes Drive    
360.452.6759                
Sam White, Chief of Police Ext. 
2922   
 
LOWER ELWHA FOOD & FUEL       
360.477-1170 
 
Natural Resources/Fish Hatchery             
760 Stratton Road  
360.457.4012                                   
Matt Beirne, Director Ext. 7485 
 
Planning & Development                          
Arlene Wheeler, Director Ext. 7437 
 
Prevention Health/GYM                                               
Jason Wheeler, Ext. 7440 
 
Social Services                                            
3080 Lower Elwha Road                            
360.565.7252                        
Becca Sampson-Weed, Director 

Ext. 7456 
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Frances G. Charles 

Tribal Chairwoman, Ext. 7411 

BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Anthony Charles 

Council Member, Ext. 7415 

Russ Hepfer 

Vice Chairman, Ext. 7412 

Ed Johnson 

Secretary/Treasurer Ext. 7414 

Steve Joaquin Robideau 

Council Member, Ext. 7413 

Dates to Remember: 
8/7—8/12 NatureBridge High School Camp 
8/12 Early Head Start Last Day Until  
 September! 
8/16 Community Wellness and Back to 
 School Event 
8/19 Library Summer Reading Program 
 Ends 
8/29 Head Start Parent Orientation 
8/30 Dr McG’s last day 

WOULD YOU RATHER NOT RECEIVE A PAPER?  

We are evaluating the level of Interest for emailed 

newsletters. If you would rather not receive the 

newsletter by mail, please contact Chrissi Ducotey by 

email (chrissi.ducotey@elwha.org). She will begin to 

gather a list of those who prefer to receive electronic 

files only, and we will determine if this is a workable 

option. 

 

 

Newsletter submissions and suggestions may 

now be received at  

Newsletter@Elwha.org 



Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

2851 Lower Elwha Road 

Port Angeles, WA 98363 

ELWHA NEWS    

Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

ʔəʔɬx̣ʷə nəxʷsƛ̕ay̕əm 

“THE STRONG PEOPLE” 

The Elwha News is a monthly 

publication of the Lower Elwha Klallam 

Tribe to inform, educate and stimulate 

interest in the Tribe and community 

affairs.  It also raises awareness and 

respect for the Reservation and its 

resources.  For news articles, please send 

to the address below by the third Friday 

of the month. 

 

Chrissi Ducotey 

Administrative Education & Training 

Specialist  

Elwha Klallam Heritage Center 

401 E First St 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 

Phone:   360.417.8545 

Chrissi.Ducotey@elwha.org 

 

Note: This newsletter is uploaded 
monthly to the Lower Elwha 
Klallam Tribe webpage elwha.org 

You can find it under the 
“Announcements” section titled:       
Newsletter 
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