[image: image1.png]



2051 Lower Elwha Road ● Port Angeles, WA 98363

Phone: 360.452.8471 ext. 7425● Fax: 360.452.2747
E-mail: tracey.hosselkus@elwha.nsn.us ● Website: www.elwha.org 


Dear Applicant:

The following guidelines are for your benefit. Please keep this letter available for reference. These are the “steps” for the application process. I believe the first step in succeeding in college is learning how to follow processes and requirements. All colleges have their own process – plan to follow those processes to be a successful college student. There are many hoops to jump through- you may find forms and information to be submitted unnecessary, but it is required. I have often said when you graduate from college you have proven you can jump through hoops and follow directions!
Plan ahead – do not wait until the last minute. I recommend your complete application for LEKT be submitted before FEBRUARY 28th to assure you have best possible funding!! All financial aid, Federal, Tribal and Institutional are based on FAFSA.  You cannot wait until August or September and expect your FAFSA, Tribal or other scholarships to be available. It just won’t work!

To assure LEKT funding and assistance, please observe the following requirements:

1) Complete a LEKT Applications, which are due on or before by April 15th 4:30 p.m.! Applications received after that date will not be funded by LEKT.  FAFSA applications received by your college will be processed by your college in the order received. Know your colleges “priority application” due date. Late applicants may or may not be funded.  

2) Choose your education goal. I can help you with an interest survey and advising on where to go to find your career. But it is your life and you need to do the work.
3) Choose your college. In state or out of state: college is expensive. Choose wisely. You are making a very large financial and time commitment. Keep in mind if attending school out of state as you will pay more because you are not currently a resident. 
4) Complete FAFSA (FREE Application for Federal Student Aid) Application. This will use your tax information from two years prior to attending school. If you have special circumstances you can contact your college and talk with the Education Director. I am available by appointment to help. All FAFSA applications are done on the computer! www.fafsa.ed.gov .
5) All students should complete Scholarship and Grant applications unrelated to LEKT –Check out www.thewashboard.org and other sites sent to you by the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribes Education Department. If you spend 20 hours completing scholarship applications and you get $5,000 – you made $250 per hour and you don’t have to pay it back!!!

6) Complete your Lower Elwha Financial Aid Forms and Submit before April 15th.
a. Higher Education Grant Application – all pages signed and dated

b. Personal Statement– (described in application) 500 words signed and dated

c. Release of Information for your college – signed and dated

d. Agreement – READ and understand!!! Sign and date.

7) Be sure the following forms are in your file in the Education Office: 

· Copy of your Birth Certificate – Enrollment Office may have yours- if not you will need to apply for one. 
· Certification of Indian Blood (CIB) – Contact Enrollment Office 360 452-8471 Ext. 7444 if you do not have one.
· Copy of your Diploma or GED Certificate.
· All college transcripts – yes, ALL they can be unofficial.
· Class Schedule/Registration (proof of enrollment).
· Copy of your FAFSA or copy of your Student Aid Report (SAR)
8) Primary communication will be through email. Be sure the Education Department always has your current email address and if you can receive text messages – that number too!
It is best to make an appointment, so I can give you full attention. I am usually available between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. I can meet after hours or by phone if necessary. The VERY best way to reach me is email Jessica.Egnew@elwha.org. 
Sincerely, 

Jessica Egnew, Education Director 

360 452-8471 ext. 7425
April 15th 4:30 p.m. All LEKT applications must be COMPLETE and submitted to the Education Office.
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